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ICANTICLES, 

O R, 

SONG OF SOLOMOl^: 

Lively dcfcribing the Eftatc of the Church 
in all the Ages thereof^ both Jcwifli ^ 

and CnriitiaD^ to this day. X 

And modeftly pbintm at the Gioiioufbeffi* of $ 

the reitorcd Euace ofine Church of the Jewes^ 

tad die .hapiiy aecefle of the 6encilcs.in meap- 

proacfaing dayes of Refonnidon^ wheo die 

Wallof Petition fhallke tOan mny. 

A Work very uiefiill and fcaibnable to erery Chrift!* 

an s but efpecialij fudi ai endeavour and cbirft after die 

&Bdiag of Chiirch and State^accordinf n> die Ride 

^ Patteme of che Wordof God. 

Written by that Learned and Godly Divine Johr^ 

CmtHi Batebelor of DiThiiry ; and now Paflor of die 4^ 
Congregadcn at Mtfim m New-Ewgland. X 
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LONDON, 

dbj J. Toung for Charks Green, and are to h^ ^ 
feu at the Signe of ttte Gun ta lint. L«i*«\(> ^> '^ 
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CANTICLES, 
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SONG OF SOHGS 

opened and explained. 
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T«i Text. 
Chap. i*. 

He Spng^ffings^ wbkb is Sdofmns. 
2 iMDlmlJffimewitbtbekiffes 
of hfj moutb :for tbj l^ve is better 
then wine. 

5 Becauftef^ftVour^tiygHd 
dintmentSythyNmt is m eintmeni fhned forth jtbete^ 
fore doe tbe Virgins love tbee. 

4 VrM HIT, we wiB runnftifrlhee : thkKing 
batb hougbt me into bis ebambers : we t^B be glad 
and rejeyce in tbee , wewiB remeisi^ tby kve more 
tben winey tbe ufrigbt love tbee. 

5 lamblackg , but comely , (0 ye daugbters of 
Jerufalem) as tbe tents ofKedar , as tbe curtaines 
of Solomon. 

6 Lcfii^ net sipon me because lamUacV^^cau^^ 
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the Sunxe batb looked upon m : my Mothers children 
were angry with me , they nuukme the keeper of the 
Vineyards^ but my own Vineyard have I not k^ft. 

7 Tell me, (0 thou whom my fouk loveth) where 
thou feedeft^wbere thou makfft thy fiochf to reft at 
noon : for wbyfb^uldl be as one that turneth afide by 
the flocks of thy^ comf anions ? 

8 If toou kpcw not (0 thou fkirejl among wo- 
men)goe thy way forth fy tbefootflefs of thy flock^^ 
and feed thy kiddes be fides the fbef beards tents. 

9 I have compared tbee^ my love^ to a company 
of borfes in Pbaraobs chariots. 

10 thy cheeky are comely with rowes of jewels^ 
tty neck^ with chaines of gold. 

XI We will maig tbee borders ofgold^ with fiuds 
of filver. 

1 2 Wbik the Kingfittetb at hit table jmy fpikg-^ 
nardfpendetb forth tbefmeB thereof. 

IS A bundle of myrrhe is niy welbeloved unto 
Mff » fie jballlie aB night betwi^ct my breaSs. 

14 Mji beloved it unto me , atsclufierof Cam' 
I pbire in the Vineyards ofE^edi. 
'■ 1% Beboldy thou art faire my love : behold^ thou 
artfaire^ and bafi doves eyes. 

\i6 Behold, thou art faire^ my behved^ yea, pUit- 
font : alfo our bed is green. 

17 tbebeames of our boufe drcCcdar^andour 
risers gffirre. 
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I Chap.t. 






The Exp> a n a t 1 o n. 

Cant. I . vcr. i. The Seng tffings^ which k 

Selamms. 
Vcr.2.Letkim kifft me with the kiffes of hit 

mmth/fir thy kve is better then mne. 

TT was the manner of ancient times, at 
-^Efpoufalls and Nuptialls to indite and 
fing * (Efithdamia) love-fongs : a The 
title of the 45. Pfalme may fccme to be 
penned by one of the chiefe fingers of the 
Temple , (who now were all of them 
Prophets ; f Afaph , Heman , ^eJathunJ 
upon occafion of Solomons marriage 
with rharsohs daughter^ for though 
ihee was a firanger bv birth from the 
common-wealth of luael , yet his mar- 
riage was lawfull with her : And there- 
fore, notwithftanding this marriage, his 
love to God is ftill commended, ^-J^/i^- 
mon made affinity mth Pharaoh King ofE^ 
^fty andc Solomon loved the Lordy o'C. For 
indeed herein ^^/^jsmi was, 

Firft,atypeof Chrift, admitting the 
Geqtiles into the fellowfhip of his mar- 
riage-bed. 

Secondly, this fhaoiihs^asis^^s^^ 
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The nfi (ffmarriage-fi^gs. Chap . i • 

I came a Profclyte to the Jewifli Religion, 
i Hearkin (Ob Daughter) and conRder^ and 
huline thine esre ^ fof^get mI& tmne €m$e 
feafle^ andthj fathers houfe^ o'C. 

NOW, though that marriage fong was 
penned upon that occafion j yet it afcen- 
deth fane above all earthly refpeds of 
worldly marriage , and by a divine and 
heavenly workmanfhip fets forth a hea* 
venlv maniage-fong betweene Chrift 
and his Church : of like Argument was 
this fong penned by S^Umm himfelfe ^ 
not to expreffe his afSr^ons to Fharaohs 
daughter , or hers to him > or thegood 
parts of either of them : no , nor the like 
re(be^ to any ShiHiamke amongfl: the 
rc(r of his wives, as fome have vainly 
conceived «, lor then how abfurd and 
monftrous were fome of his comparifons, 
likening his Spou(e to a com^mj of hcrfe$ 
I in fharaohs Chariot y her Head to Carmeljjer 
Eyes to FiJh^fooUs^ her Nofe to s Tower ,* her 
TtethtodfioekofSheef^y herv^hoUSelfetoa 
terrible Army with Banners f But his fcope 
is to defcribe the eftate of the Church to- 
wards Chrtft , and his refpca: towards 
her, from his own time to the laft judge- 
[mcnt^ as afterward ft (hall appcare. 
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Now, tfaibogh this whole marriage* 

fong this Decorum it keepeth, that tJiough 
thecalitmiticsof ^ Church be 9$ well 
defcribed throughout dus Cotay U^ 
comfortable cofiiiitioii of the ume iq all 
ages •, yet fuch difmall paflages 9k vuled 
and (hadowed Under ibme fweet eaad 
amiaUe refembUiiKte$, kft thejoyof a 
marriage feaft (hould be darkooed by uis- 
ttifotablc mentioiiof (o ll^oGcurreiieofii 
(leidier are all th&p^ages of the eftate of 
the Church in evfty age here 4^bibed, 
(ibr how can that tie io (o ihofia^agO 
but the chiefe heads of things, m every 
a^eassfweetlyjand ihoitly, aa4Uv^y« 
not onely pointed at ^ but decypberedt 
Thefeverfes contain , ... 

Firft,the title tif the whole book^Vef . i • 
Secondly, the defcriptionof fheefl^ 
of the Church in the dayes^ IFirft, of S^. 
lomcfi^ vcr. 2.— 4. 
Secoodiy , of StUmtt VniMfMMm, 

Thipdly,of idlfok^, vak4^-rr9- 
In the tide we have 

Firft,the fonn of thebooM^ i^ ^ ^*^i' 
Secondly, the exccUcocy «f ir< A Sms 
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tfdmiHfiim,$9i^f, Chap.i.l 
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Pfalaies. 



Song^ 
Hymnes. 
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Thir<tty,thc Author of it, WhiehuS^- 

kmMS: •■■;■■■ 

thtfreis flsendoh otiuie^' ' - 

SecotMily, Hymiles. 
■•- Thirdly, fpintuati Songs. 

Aff!Qi%ft the Hebfewes there were 
PfalQies Made to hcTung with Inftru- 
meots, as well as wkh voyce, and contai- 
11^ a^MiBiits of all fqrts , for Petition, 
Thatd^(^ving, and Inftru^on. 

Sot^s #ere diiefly th^ for the voice. 
' Hymiics are properly piaifes of God : 
thb<ktrany of thele are lomctimes put 
for idl. 

m 

Firft, this doth let us fee , that it were 
tobewifhed, thatthis Booke were tur- 
ned into vedeor meeter in each language, 
ih^ weinight Gag die Canticles as the 
Hebrewesdid. 

Secondly , this teadies us to ftrive for 
fiich a gracious frame of fpirit , that we 
m%ht alwayesbce fitted to iing to 
'God. 

This Sot^ containes the efkte of the 
Church , as well in the worft as beft 
cimes j yet SpUnmn can as well fii^ in 
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the mifciy of the Church , as in her pro- 
fperity. And*DiW/^ hath as well Pfalmes 
of his deep waters and calamities , as of 
his grcateft deliverances. And the holy 
Ghoft faith, « Mejiyce m the L&rdalmayes : 
And though fingic% be chiefl v fit and re- 
Quifi^ in ^mirth^yet we (liould be fit alfo 
for a Pfalm in our affli^onl But we com- 
monly in our ill houres are toofullento 
Cing^ and in our merry moods, our fpirits 
vaniih away in camall mirth and jolity ^ 
but whatfoever the eihte of the Church 
bc^ we ihould have our fpirits as ready to 
fii^astopray. 

Thirdly , is reproved that ancient 
law and cuftome of the Synag(^ue, 
which prohibited young men (under 
thirty yeares ^ age) ttie reading and 
ufe of this Booke ^ but what age fitter 
for Soi^ then cheerful! youth f And 
further, the amoroufneffe of the dittie 
will not ftirre im wantonnefle in any 
age , if the words be well underflood : 
but rather , by inflaming with heavenly 
love y will draw out , and bume up all 
earthly and camall luft ^ and even as fire 
in the hand is dr^wne out by holding 
itcoafhongerfire, or as the light acd. 
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8 T^ this fing edUed Chap.i. 

heat of the Sonne extuffi;ui(heth a kitchia 
fire ^ fo doth heavenly love to Chrift «• 
cii^uUh bafe kitchin tufts« 

Vcrfc I. A Songrf/M^s : That is, a moft excel* 
lent Song, the chiefeft of Songs : is when 
they would exprefle the holy place^ they 
fay. The Holy of holicft , * Th Lord if 
lords^ the King^f kings^ the Servkm of far* 
vams , an Hebrew Superlative ^ fo thivis 
the chiefeft Song, firft of all Soldnwiso- 
ther Soi^,evcn of his thoufand and five. 
Secondly, of all Songs without excep- 
tion s for though DMid was in his time 
% the fwect finger of Ifrael , yet as S$lo^ 
mons Throne ^exceeded his in all other 
magnificence: l^fbdid his Nanie exceed 
his alfo ; yet this is no difparagemenc to 
the other Songs ^ fo neither, th^forae of 
Davids Pfalmcs (hould be ftiled t golden 
Pfalmts ! i All purified gold % yiet fome 

i'pia.12.^ jgold wrought mofc exquifitely theno- 

• thcrs^ and finer engraven then others-, 

even fome portion of the pure and holy 

Word of God, mwe cxquifitely penned 

and poliffied then others 

. The firft Reafon why iiiis Song is 

more excellene then others, is,becau{e 

, this Song rpeakech not onely of the 

/ -. .is^^^?^ 
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Chap«i. . the Smfgff fhfgs^ 



chicfcft matter, to wit, Chnftandhisl 
Church ; but alTo more largely then any | 
ofDsvidsPfkltaeSy and wiu more flore 
of nK)re fweet and precious,exquUite and 
amiable refemblaiKes , taken from the 
ricbeft Jewels, the fweeteft Spkes,Gar* 
dens, Orchards , Vineyards , Wine^^el* 
tars, and the chiefeft beauties of dltbr 
i;vorkcs of God and maa# 

Secondly , this Song admittcth more Radbo 
varictie of interpretation then any other, 
and alfo of lingular ufe: fome haveap* 
plied it to expitfle the mutuail a&dioa 
and fellowihip between Chrift and every 
Chriftian foiuc ^ fome b^wcene Chrift 
and the Catholique Church ^ fome to 
particular Churches, fixNtn S^hmpns ttvM 
to the laft pdeemeht. And there is an 
holy and ufcfuU truth in each one of theft 
interpretations ; but the laft doth exceed- 
ii^ly magnifiethewonderfull excellency 
o^hisSong, makiiffiitadivineabridgc^ 
mentof the Ads and Monuments of the 
Church. And that this book was chiefs 
ly penned to be fuchan hiftoricall Pro- 
phefieor Propheticallhiftory, mayapr 
peatt, 

FiriQ:,by the concfpoodcncy . or fo^ . 
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lo This Song MhifiiricMPri^hecy. Chap.il 

futablcneflfe of the words of this Sof^jto 
the events of each age. 

Secondly » by the repetition of the 
fame defcription, and other occurrences 
in divers parts of this Song^ which would 
be a neealcffe tautologie , if it were ipo- 
ken of the fame perfbns in the fame time^ 
as you may fee if you compare Chapj^t. 
with tf« 6. and 2 .7. with 3«5.and84*3^ 
with 8. 5. 

Thirdly , by the diverfities of dcfcri- 
prtionsof fome peifons, which would in* 
timate and imply a contradi^on, if they 
were not fpotei of ieverall times and fe- 
verall perfons. 

Fourthly, by thd fudden admiration of 
fome new perfons and occurrences. 

Firft , wee may here fee , the ddeft 
fonne of Wifdome giveth the double 
portion of excellency to this Song a- 
bove all others ^ yea , fince the holy 
Ghoft giveth it ^ it is not therefore onely 
Canonicall Scripture , but an eminent 
portion of it« It wereprophane blafphe- 
my to preferre this Soi^ above other 
Songs of holy Scripture ^ if it were not 
aUbpiven by divine inibiration as wdl 
as mey : to preferre the invention of 



Chap«i. ThisSon^frwedCMiMicMll. 



IX 



man before the wifdome of God were 
facrilegious madnefle. And ^though 
none of Gods ten proper names in He* 
brew be once mentionol in this Song,yet 
that impeacheth not the authority of 
this Booke more then it doth of Hefier, 
wherenonameof Godis mentioned at 
all. Befides, this Booke is full of fuch 
names of God as fute more with the ar- 
guments ; as Welbehwedy Bmher , Shep- 
Sesrd^ O thm tphm mj fmUkvetb, the 
chiefeft rf ten theupmd. 

Secondly , this niuft exhort us to a 
more iludious readily and meditating of 
this Book,as of a moft excellent portion 
of holy Writ. 

Thirdljr , this (hewes us , that as this 
Scripture is Canonicall , fo the Pen-man 
of it is a Canonicall Saint in Heaven *, for 
heemuft needs befo , according to that 
(not cf Peters fuccefTor , as the Papifts 
would have it) but of S. Feter himfelfe: 
^Hehmen cfGodJ^ake asthejweretnwed 
bj thehohfGhofi : to that heemuft needs 
be a Saint by S. feters confeffion; and not 
beonely,but Chrift himfelfe faith, »^i/ 
the Pr^bets are in the kingdome ef God. 
Now 3 all the Prophets c»DattK:R.i\^txs* 
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this Ptophec ^ and there was no Scripnitc 
but it was penned by a PropheticaU and 
ApoflolicaUfpirit % and though Sclmm 
did fall) yet m if kff09tmitimqmtj^ twit 
€hAfienhimmiththerod$fmen9 &€^VcAt 
i^.tittrnf menyjhailn$t depart fr&m km^ 
sslmkHjr$mSML If fome fay. By this 
it was mftuit that God would not take 
away his kingdom ; to this it is anfweied, 
he cud take it away ^ but he would not 
dealc widi him as he dealt with£itttf.*ro 
then this tcUeth us S§l§mm is a Saint in 
Heaven. 

nerc^itybutawiferthen J^Zpwm inoitod 
it. The holy Ghoftmaketh choice of his 
Inftruments according to theufchehad 
toput€hemto;to fet forth theeftateof 
his Church by the choiceft treafuies of 
nature : hee i&th 5>/!mMR^ fpirit , which 
fiwastslargeasthefandoftheifeaihore. 
And as God ledjilr/S/to the top of nloum 
Pi^ah> to beholdf all die pkces and fi- 
mations of Ifrad : fo he lifted op 5#/mRMr 
fpirit to the mountam of Adivftie^Cthat I 
may fo fpeakc) where onely all dmes to 
rojnearepitlcnt) to behold theeftateof 
•he Church dunughout ^^tsfex&^^sA 
Mil after times. '^^^^^ 
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This is to teach us , as it was faid be- 
fore , that S0lcmen ii a canonized Saint, 
dfe he had not beeoe a Pen-man of Ca« 
liookall Scrlptuiie^canonized not byfe- 
ters pietendol fucceffors , who have 
{haiaefolly erred in this kinde ; but by 
^/tfrrhimfelfe, yea, by asreater then 
Feur or S§l$mM, even "" Chrift Jefus: 
That prcMnife p reacheth fiirther then to 
pid e rre S$kmm before Sml, in refcrving 
th<; kipgdome to his pofterity , which 

I' hetookefrom Saul^ for even firom^^ 
MMtf(crfterity;»thelaf)gdome was cut off 
in ^kdimiih ;: the promife therefore of 
OMaKy to f#/(M*M above SmI^ reacheth 
to the beftowing of an heavenly king- 
dome i|K)n him. Befides, in that place 
two U^Gnes are promifed^ 

Firft^ A»)pdon, ImUktinsfither^c. 

Sq:onily,eflabIiihmentin Gods ho^^ 
atid ki^diMiie : fo thatif die latter pro- 
mile &ould not evince his perieverancc^ 
yet die former doth# 

Secondlv, this istofiirreusuptothe 

couttiie ana meditatioii of this Bookc, the 

more lor the Pen-mans feke. 
, The 2,3,&4*verfcsfing and (hew forth 

I ibe eflate ot the Chuich in Solomons 



Uiex. 



o Luke 13 

28. 

p % Stio.7 



ftSam-r. 
11.13114. 



Ufe 1. 



miM 



14 



a Sdm.j. !%.&€. ifemd. Chap.i. 



Soloaaens 
tine fouxe 
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Vcrfc 1. 



dinc. Vcrfc 5 • the cftatc of the Church as 
well in Sokmons time as in R€b$bum. 
The verfes following to the ninth , the 
eftate of the Church in all thccimcof 
Rthoboam. 

In the Church of Sohmms time, foure 
.paflages are chiefly obfervablc. 

Firft , Sohmns choycc of heavenly 
wifdome , by which chiefly wee enjoy 
fweet and familiar fellow(hip withOxfi 
q X King. 3. 5. to xo. This is exptefTed, 
vofei. 

Secondly ) the fweet favour and fame 
of S$timons gifts and fi;races ^ to ttic win- 
nii^ of the love ana admiration of the 
fonsof men* 

Thirdly, die drawing and gathering 
of aillirael to the Kings chanibers^ cm 
courts ox S0l0m09$s Temple : or bis c»e to 
brii^ on his people to tne publick Wor 
(hip of God) and their rcfpe^ of him in 
regard thereof.' 

Fou^hly, the fall and deformity of the 
Church, by Idolatrous worfhip, and to- 
leration thereof in many { and yet the 
keeping of the native beaufy cf the 
Church in many odiers. 

[^Let him kiffe m with the kiffes $f his 



Chap.i. Kiffis tf&ii mmh^ what. 



15 



J 



r Pra24. 
%6. 



} 



momh^ drc'] It is a prayer of the Church, J 
or (which is ail one) fbmc chiefe member 
of it , for a pledge of Chrifts fweet and 
familiar acquaintance, and love, and fel- 
lowfliip with her : Kiffeszit pledges and 
incentives of love. ^Mtn^all kiffehisUfs 
that MJwereth f^fright words. -This is the 
effed of upright Anrweis y men kiflehis 
lips •, but God kiifii^ a mans lips , i& Che 
caufeofmans anfwerii^ upright woids.*, 
his breathing into our mouths a right an- 
fwer, maketh us fpeake accordii^y : as, 
on the contrary , when one anfwers per- 
verily, un juftly, crroneoaflyy Satan then 
hath kiffed them with his kHTes , hee: 
hath (ittten as a * lyic^^ipintia their 
mouths. 

[The kiffes of his immbi^ which is more 
then the kiffes of his Ufs ^ the oti£ i^ a iileot: 
gefture of love, the other implyeth alfo 
amiable fpeeches> when Chnft , 

Firft, by the voyce of his Word, or . 

Secondly , by the breath of his fpirit^ 
doth either, - . " : 

Firft, putwifdomeor giace into our 
hearts, or 

Secondly, fpeaike peace cnr Cooifi>n:to 
ourfoules. 
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f /^^4f f f A^ /ri^/> i/^)&f lifs^ ftdce^ feace, 
^c. Solomons wifdomc is the grace of 
God) as wickednefle is folly ^ tTne begin- 
ning if this tpiCdome is the f oar e ofGoiy u the 
end (fit is tie keefing of Gods Cemmande^ 
mentsJlV^s wifdome who fo findes^findes 
Chrift,*the wifdome of the Father, in 
whom God is well pleafed with us , and 
in whom he (as it were) kiffeth us : this 
wifdome doth not only enable us to walk 
godlilytoourfalvation^butlikewife fits 
ustogoeinandout before our femilies, 
before our people . and fo enlarges usto 
all duties otour. callings : And to walk in 
tht waves of this wifdome, brings peace 
to our ioules, and to thdie that live under 
us. ^ K^UherfMhs arefeace. 

For thy love is hotter then mne.'] The fa- 
vour of God in giving wifdome , and 
^tliereby peace toamans felfe and others 
depending on him, is more worth theii 
wine ) (that' is) then whatfoever makes 
the ihcart 6[ man "^ glad. This pniycr 
was powred out by Solomon , the cnietefi: 
member of the Church in this time>when 
he prayed for wifdome, t and prderred 
it before long life ^^ riches, vi^ryover 
his enemies, Sc(u 
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ajoluit; 



Or die this whole vcrfc maycxprdTc 
the dcfirc of the Church to S$hmon^ that 
he would cxprcfle his love to her by his 
divine Sentences , "^ and Bookes , and 
Spngs, which are better then their civill 
peace, t then the (ictir^ t'under their own 
Vine and Fig-tree. 

Becaafi of the fofvomr of thf good cjnt- 
ments.'^ Good ointments are the gifts and 
graces of Gods Spirit ^^But the anointing 
iphichje have received of him , (jrc Co cal- 
led, becaufe they heale a broken heart as 
^ oyle : the oyle of G6ds grace heals the 
bitiifes of the foule. 

Secondly, as oyle doth make the face 
to fliine, cfo doe they. 

Tlurdly, i as by the holy oyles all the 
vcflels of the Tabernacle were confecra- 
ted I fo by thdfe graces all the veffcls of 
mercy are confecrated to God. 

FourthljTjby the oyntment were anoin- 
ted to their offices c Kings, ^ Priefts,g and 
fbme Prophets ^ ^fo by thefe graces are 
we anointed to God ourFather in Chrift, 
Kii^yPriefts, and Prophets. Savour is 
the manifefbtion of thele graces,as oynt- 
ments are manifefted by their favour. 

Tbj name is ms an ojntwcnt fmrcd fmhj\ 
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1 8 Sdommh^Hinartdfarhismldimc. Cbap.i, 

That is 5 precious, fwect, and femoufly 
renowned ; Therefore doe the Virgins Iwt 
thee. The Virgins in this Song are fuch as 
Chrift hath not yetefpoufed to himfelfc, 
k nor fpokcn for in way of marriage 5 
1 fuch as carnall Jcwcs , or the Gcntfles, 

Love thee.'] That is, 

Firft, honourably cftccm thee. 

Secondly, afifofi thy fight and fellow-- 
* (hip. 

, Thirdly , fecke after thee, w This was 
3 1 .34-'^ I ftJfiUcd in Solomon : his owne people re* 
5 .7 & lo. verenced him,even all of them •, his name 
was famous in all nations roundabout 
him : all the Kings fent to him , and of all 
people, fomecame to hear his wifdome* 
» The Queen of Sheba comcth from the 
uttcrmoft parts of the earth to heare it, & 
counteth his people happy under itzH/r^nif 
King of T5n:e bldfcdGodf for his wifdom. 

J>ravopfe.2 It may well be thefpecch 
of Solomon to Chrift, praying that Chrift 
would draw him to the Father, neer unto 
him in holy duties , and promifing to 
bting all the People to run with him af- 
ter God. Or it may be the fpcech of the 
Church to S^kmony deftrii^ him to draw 
them together ^ by publick ^i(^ end 
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proclamations 3 to the folcmne duties of 
Gods worftiip , and promifing to come 
freely , to runne together willingly in the 
times of fuch aflemblies 3 which was 
doneP. 

The King hath brought me wf0 his cham^ 
hers.'] That is, into thofe bride-cham- 
bers, where Chrift familiarly converfcth 
widi them 5 which were three. 

Firft, theTabemacle atGibeon, 

Secondly, the Ark at Jerulalem. 

Thirdly, the Temple* 

Into thefe , ^ Selemm brought the 
whole coi^regation of Ifracl tpfolemne 
Sacrifices. 

The words following in this verfe, 
fliew a three-fold refped which the peo- 
ple beare to SoUmm. 

Rrft, they rejoyced in him. 

Secondly,thcy remember his love bet- 
trrthen wine. 

Thirdly, the upright love him. 

Their rejoycing in him, is recorded': 
their remen^mnce of his love more then 
wine, is there alfo implied 3 for departing 
from the meeting with fuch glad hems^ 
they afterward remerabred die comfort 
thereof, as more 'blcflfedthen the ^jcacti-x 

B ^ ^^^^ 
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SckmM d tjfe ofChrifi. Chap. i« 



able living under their owiie Vine and 
Fig-tree. The love of the upright to him 
continued all his time , even when his 
wives^and hollow-hearted fubjeds flat- 
tered him, and enticed him to toleration 
of Idolatrie. 

But confider further , that ScUmw, 
when hee is here fet forth as the dcGxc, 

Eraife, and bieflednefTe of all his people, 
e is then a type of Chrift , greater then 
Verft tl Solomon \ whofe heavenly fellowihip and 
inftruiftion , the Church defires above 
wine : whofe graces are excellent , and 
procuring him love and renowne , of 
whom the Church prayeth to be drawn, 
and who leadeth us to fellowihip with 
God in holy worfliip ^ whom therefore 
the people re Joyce in, and remember his 
love above wine: the upright lovehun. 
ufcf. TUs,firftdothniewustnehapDyelhte 
of a Church or Common- wealth, when 
men of place IJedatdur not for preferments 
OF worldly profits, for honour or long 
life , but for wife and underftanding 
heaits, that may go in and out before the 
peq)lein their callings; when they de« 
fire to be kiiTed with the kifles of Gods 
moOik^ that, he would breath into thena 
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fiich graces as be needful! for their places. 
Secondly, this (heweth what procures 
a Magiftratc love and reputation } when, 
being mriched with Gods jg;races , as 
fweet oyntments , hee manitefteth the 
fweet favour thereof in all his admini* 
ftrations. If any man defire a eood 
name^any man defires love and reiped, 
thkis the way to get it •, fill your hearts 
with the good gifts and graces of God ^ 
let Gods ^ce (hew foiui it felfe in your 
fpeeches, m your anfwers, in your pradi* 
ces ^ this oyntment will be ftronger to 
get a good name, then any other noy fom 
thing to hinder it. The Virgins will love 
voiLfor they rejoyce at your faith \ ^And 
ijf faith omr elders were well refmed ef. { 
By thefe^^/mmi gotagood name all 
world over. 

Thirdly, this is to teach a M^iftrate uft}. 
to draw on the people to holyduties^by 
att meanes he can, Dv his Proclamations, 
Lawes, and Examples. 

Ik>wthly , Co ftew that the greacefl j ui«4. 
Qomfort of fubjeds , and the fboi^^ 
love to knit them in all hearty aficdsons 
to their Prince, is hi^ fbrwardneflTe in 
drawing them on, and leading them an 

1&/^ «^^ 
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: end to the holy duties of Gods worihip. 

Dfdm fMe ^ 4nd I tPiS runne afitr thee.^ 
IfSslamMoncc be drawne, all the people 
will come after rejoycing, when they 
{hall fee the Magifttatecome* 

Fifthly, to (hew us a fignc of atruc 
fooufe of Chriftjfuch a one prcfcrrcth 
fellowihip with him above all tnings, de- 
lighting in his company , in his ordinan- 
ces. Thus did FaM.i I emit aSt^iifgsU^^ 
Md MJfe fir Cbrijl. So David , ^ ffifim 
havelinhcM'Mnhmtheef 

IdmbtdckeyyetCMnelf, ^c. 

In thefe verfes is defcribed the eflate 
of the Church. 

Firft , oF ifrael and Judah , in the laft 
dft}^ <^ SolmMt and then of H/dtiUmK 
■ - Seeondlf, W Judah alonr. 

Thirdly , of Ifrael alone after the 
Apodafie of the ten tribes;. 
: ;Foiinhly,ofJudahaione,inrefpedof 
hl^chrill condidob under the ferviceof 
the Kii^ of Egypt. 

' iJntfUch, cffi^l The Church is fet 
forth by a double ad)im^n,die one con^ 
trary to the other ) iMtibuiiyetfomelf^ 
ahd-both thefe by comparifon : 
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ii.4»9. 
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Secondly ^ comely , 4S the curtmes or 
hangings if Solomon. 
Firft, blacky by die fell of Selmmn g. 
Secondly, by the folly of Reboboam K 
Thirdly, 

1 . By Piofanenede. 

2. By Schifme* 
j.ByApoftafie. 

4. By the Rebellion of the ten tribes i« 

Tet cmtfely^'2 

Firft^by the preTent puricy of Gods or- 
dinances in the Templek. 

Secondly , die conftancy of die up- 
r^ht incleavugto God^to die KijK^ to 
the houfe of God, and David ^ the miidi 
was done in profeflionbv whole Judah 
and Benjamin ^ and the luaelitesinhabi-* 
ting in die Cities of Jikbh , butiatrudi, 
by the upright K 

■ • ree DM^kers of ^emfikm 9 &c. 3 
Children of die Oiuith are ailiod 
Daughters rather then SoQs,as bdji^prD- 
paredafr a pure Viigfll for OanSi thdr 
|husbandi»« 

i - :v//x thetemofKtdoF y ^€^1 That is, 
f of the Arabians , who were called Sec- 
:nith, or Homede , for that they wandred 
.19 and <k)WDe, feedit^ their flock«& ici 



ixKxii.tft. 
Comely. 

kPfiiLif. 
ftCbr.s}. 

XO/-"II« 



lxKiii.i»« 






1 



Itf 



Vcrfe^/ 



o Job xty 



Verier. 
pPral.S4. 

II. 

qlKiii.ii 



/ 



Vecietf. 



I 



What meant tj the Smne. Chap, z • 

dcgrecs,though they made her the keeper 
of the vineyards. 

L^ not MfM mr\ That is, 

Firfty with a fix>rchinp eye. Sun-burn- 
ing me , making me ftili moreblacke by 
your difdaine and ieparation^ as the Sun 
is faid to looke upon , that is , with a 
fcorchif^ eye. 

Secondly, withajpicrcineeje, asthc 
Vuhutes doe> wfeercof ^w ipcakcth«, 
ufing thefiime word heveufed ofthe Sun^ 
which fpieth out what he may &{len up- 
on, any corruption or carrion. 

the Smm.\ that is, God p hath look- 
ed upon me with afcorching ?ey6, in dif- 
pleaiiirc $ ^or he was angry with Solomon. 
J ft caiiienot by chance,or civill caufes in 
polity , but by divine procurement^ and 
therefore the daughters' of Jerufaiem to 
makefuthan ufeof it as not toalienate 
themfdvcs the more from God by it : 
that which ecmieth from God ftould 
dncwusneeterto God$ Hedid it to fet us 
more Kings in the Common-wealth, as 
Soismonmd more Gods in the Church. 

Tlfe femes ^mjfMthat vteri d$^ with 
meeJ^ That is , the ten tribes were offcn- 
dcdt J' yea ti:usangerofthe tribes was ex- 
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11 dvoii* 
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:e£live» when ic brake foith iato fuch cac- 
xemityv and therefore they rather to be 
eproved, then the Church difdainecL 

Tht) mnie mc the ketfer rftbt Vims.l^ 

Firft^God*: 

SeccHodiy^ all the txibes c. 

of the rims.'] That is, of all the Chiir- 
:hcs«. 

Bt^ fmne wm FiMjardkmfe I n§t keftJ] 
That is y not the Churches of Judah and 
[erufalem , Idolatry and Superftition 
:rccping in. 

No not the Vines, of nune own hcufe, 
my wive$ "^ ftom faltif» to Idolatiy, aiid 
reducing my felfe to toleration of it« 

Tellmi9 0k$im,Srf'.JiThi% verfc con^ 
tainetb, 

Firft^ Pmver of the fiuthfuU difperfied 
throughout the ten tribes and OMnniatt* 
ded hy Jeroboam to goe no more to wor- 
fiupat Jerufalem, bwtogoeto Danand 
Bethel, defiring to know whither to ro- 
foit to find Chrift feeding bisiheep > that 
bean his vojcu 

Secondly, a Reason to pieveK hec tur« 
nii^ afide to (uperftitiotts ww(htp, by 
fbllowii^ fuch Teachers aawfil n<)cbe 
fubordirutc to Cbrtfty dqi^i)dm%X9^ 
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} but companions with \ 
ufurpif^toprefcribewith like authc 
as himfelfe in his worftup b. 

Ifi$§$ kmrnMt.'} This verfe ccmtaii 
ChriJfts anfwer : where obf crvc, 

Firft, a Compellation 3 ohthmfi 
mmngfivHmen. 

Secofidiy^a Suppofition^Z/f ^m km 
If tf .• as if he fhoiud fay , it ismucht 
fliouldeft not know. 

Thirdly 3 aDirediontofbllow in 
cafe^ 

Firft,thefbotftepsof the tniefliec 
Chrift, who went up all to Jerufalenn 

Secondly^the tents of the Shephes 
Ihe lawfull Priefls, who were there a 
i There they fowi the kids and yc 
ones 3%ho elfe might in time grow r 
mifti and raidc with fuperftitious and 
Minifters. 

Ih/ive chared thee.'} Here the c 
eftate of the Church of Judah is dc 
bed ; for after that the recourfe of 
faithMPriefts and Levites had (Iren 
ned the hand oiRebob^sm^ "^ he fell av 
and moft of Ifrael with him : where 
God fent rhatA$h Shijhak (for all 
Kiaffspf^ypcwcre cmcdFhMTAok 
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fubduc them to his fbrvice. So then the 
Church of Judah is here fet forth, 

Firft, byherfervice to Pbarii$h,Bs if, 
like hones, they drew in Phara$hs trium- 
phant chariot d. fpfifhmfmh^thisS^ 
jhak was Sefofhris , of whom Hcr^drtm 
ipeakcs ryea, of him faith Dhitrps Sict^ 

Mv^that he caufed Kings as horfes to draw 
in his chariots. 

S^ondly , by her acceptance to God 
in this {ervice % I bwe C0wp4redthee u the 
comfom of my berfis : and fo in the He* 
brew, became they had fubmitted titiem- 
(elves under Gods juft hand «• lEselmiwt 
hadfpokenof any of bis wives or concu*- 
bines,it had been a modbrous and abfurd 
comnarifon to liken diem to coach-hor- 






fes. Alfo becaufe this is a mairriage-fong, 
he fettcth downe cxpreQy no difm^l 
thing to interrupt bride-chamber joy,but 
vaUeth the fervice under diis magnificent 
comparifon darkly* 

This fiiewes us what itis diat makes 
the Church blacke , wherein the defor- 
mity of it ftands,in die fall and fins of the 
people, and of thcPrinces^ declining to 
Idolatry in dieir folly /chifmes,and rents 
Ifromtfadr mother ) profanencffib ^ %yy> 
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3 o . IddUtrj mdkes the Chmch il^k. Chap;i. 

• 
ftafie 3 and rebellion in the Church and 

Common-wealth. Thefe doe darken the 
faireft Churches. 

If Sol&mcn fhall fet up other Gods, 
God will fet up fbrain Princes in his king- 
dome. If he and his people will fervc 
ochergods, God will caule bis Princes 
to draw in forain Princes chariots : if we 
be at unity with other gods> God will be 
it enmity with us. 

ufe t. Secondly^this doth fhew us there may 

be a true comely Church in the middeft 
of fuch deformities, yet the tm^ Church 
of God in the greatdt darknefs is alwaies 
cotnely. It is notthc fins of Princes and 
peo{^e diat can fake away the Churches 
comeliQeffe ; they may bring blacknefife 
upon l^r^ like u^in tents ef Hedar : but 
draw thete curtaioesafide , and vou (hall 
findethatGods Ciiurdiiscomeiy^iketo 
the Avrfmxf efSdwmn^ Riin we not there* 
fbrc from the Church becaufi of her 
blacknefle, but run to her » and embrace 
herinfafirmoftiad defedions^ : 

ule }« Thirdly , to teach tibc childttnof the 

Church not to fepanne from the Church 
for corruption iakc ; not to lookt ondv 
ae fatr cocn^ionS) but to fee hercomdi* 
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tidTe alfo ; and not adde afflidiontothe 
affiided : much Idfc ate wc to think they 
in Bohemia, and in the Palatinate, are no 
Churches , for that they are now funnc- 
burnt. The fun, even God , hath looked 
upon them • and it is not their mothers 
children, batthcbaftards of the Roman 
Harlot have been angry with her. Let us 
not then look at them with a vultures eye, 
as though we would behold nothing^ut 
corruption and carrionmor with a fcorch- 
ii^ eye,makc them more black : but with 
a child-like eye , to pity them for their 
calamity and blackneflc which is befallen 
them. 

Fourthly, obfervethat the calamities 
of the Church fpring not out of the duft, 
but it is God that caufeth darknefle upon 
the Church ; yea, to fpeake reverently, it 
is he that lookes at her with a fcorching- 
eye 5 he fearcheth her finnes,'and, findin 
them out, doth blaft her that (he is tann' 
and fun- burnt. If then it be Gods hand, 
let us pity the Church fo much the more, 
and ftrive with God to renew the light of 
his coumenance uponhen 

Fifthly , it was a fin in them to be an- 
gry with the Church , asfooDteot^Sfc- 
/ C ^'a*^' 
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Sccondly^wherc you find faithfull Mi^ 
niftcrs^Priefls^as Aarons fons^and Levitcs 
anointed with heavenly graces ^ thither 
carry your kids,there plant your families 
to be fed under fuc^h fhepheards. 

Laftly , wee may^ fee here when the 
Church negleds Gods fervice,God gives 
her up to the fetvice of forain Princes, to 
draw as horfes in Pharaohs chariots : and 
yet being humbled for this^God wil have 
mercy on her,and fo difpoie of it.that her 
fervice fhall not be baft , for God will 
make them to draw hisyoke^though they 
draw it in the yoke of torain Princes^ as 
Rehobpam and his people did ^. 
Thy cheeks arecomeh mth rwes ofjewels.^ 
The eftate of the Cnurch is here dcfcri- 
bcd, as it was in the dayes of Abijam ^ in 
thefc words , Thj chcekes are cemely mth 
jewels ; and as it was in the dayes of Jfa^ 
both in the fame words^ and in the words 
following to the end of Vcrfc 1 1« 

Thy cheeks. 3 That is , the outward face 
of the Church arc comdy with rowcs of 
jewels : that is , with keeping their right 
place and order » and manner of Gods 
owne ordinances.^ 
This Jhijam procUitactViV&ta&lf to all 1 
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the houfe of Ifracl i^But 4s for us{ faith 
he) the Lord is cur God^ we hofve wtferfaken 
himt, the PrieHs which mini ft er unto the Leiri 
are the fins of Aaron ^ and the Levites watte 
upon that hufinejfe ^ and theyburne umothe 
Lord every morning and every evening burnt 
facrifces and fioeet incenfe : the Jhew-bread 
alfothey fit in wrder upon the pure table. 

It was not fo with the Houfe of Ifrael, 
though jlbijahs heart was not fo upright 
as Davids •» •, yet the outwai^ face of the 
I Church 5 her cheekes (as it ^ere j were 
comely with the orderly keqpihg and ob- 
ftrving the ordinances of Godiyea^and 
comely alfo was the face of the Church 
lookii^ up to Cod in diftrdSe, ^ which 
moved him to deliver you from leroboam. 

Thy neck with chaines of gold.'} 

Chaines of gold are wholefome lawes, 
binding like chaines, to keep the worfhip 
of God and true Religion pure as gold*, 
fuch lawes are called chaines* k This was 
done in the daycs of Afa^ when he remo- 
ved the Altars of the ftrangegods,pulling 
down the hi^h places, breaking the Ima- 
gcs, and cutting down the Groves x com- 
manded Judah to feeke the Lord God of 
their fathers , and the people nn vVl\\^s^ 
C 3 ^vife 
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fubmittcd thcmfclvcs i tocfttcr into a co- 
venant or law^that upon pain ot death all 
the people (hould feck the Lord oncly . 

We mil make thee.'} This (heweth the 
fbrwardncflc of the people to |ojmc with 
Afi in reforming Rcl^ion, and adorning 
the Church, as is recorded m. 

Borders of gold.} That is^the borders of 
the kingdome, pure as gold by cleanfing 
and putting away alithe Idok out of au 
quarters or Judah, yea, and of Benjamin 
aifo,and mount Ephraim, the very^skirts, 
and fix)ntiers , and borders of tbc king^ 
domeo. 

Studs ofJUver. ] In workes of gold, are 
tvch eminent knobs as adome the worked 
with variety of colours, and mctall , and 
workmanfliip^ 

■■'. Sucfh like eminent works l»vhich did a- 
dom J fa's reformation of th€i Church, e- 
v&i to the very borders^wef e theft three, 

Firft, his renewing of the Altars of the 
Lord before tlie Porch P. 

Secondly , the depofiiig 6f his mother 
from her R<^ency, for her Idolatrie fake, 
and defacing her Idoil % 
^ (Thirdly,the con(ccrating,and bringitog 
/ into Cods houfe, his fathers and his own i 
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dedicated Veflels of gold and filvcr'. 

while the Kwgfitteth at his idle. ] That 
is^whiles ^ehffaphat fits at reft and peace, 
refreftiing himfelfe at home , ^God efta- 
blifhing his kingdome in his hand^and gi- 
ving hini riches & honors in abundance. 

My ffikenard.'^An ointment of all others 
moft precious^ * of all other fpices jpike- 
n0rd is of greateft eftimation. This the A- 
plbftlc John callcth very coftly^whercwith 
our SaviourChrift was anointed hy Mary. 

^Y Jhikenard is here meant the preach- 
ing oftnc Word, which is of all favours 
the moft precious^ even the favour of life 
unto life. 

•When Tehof^h4t was eflablifhed in reft 
and peace , he {est forth the Priefts and 
LcviteS) to carry the fweet favour of the 
word throughout all the cities of Judaht. 

i^ hundU nf myrrh. '^ Myrrh is an odo- 
riferous tree , that fweateth out a fweet 
gumme called ^f4£ff^ which is preferred 
before all others. 

This gum is alfo called from the tree 
Myrrh , his fmell is ftrong and fragrant ^ 
and fit to preferve firomputrefadion 5 and 
it is of much ufe in embalming, and God 
himfelf recountcth it amon§^ft th^^t\s\c\r 
pa]l fpices <. C ^ Bt 
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Who the Churches breafis. Chap, i • 
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Betweene mj breafisJ^ The breads are 
thofethat give milk , the (incere lAilke of 
the Woratothe Churches children^ to 
wit, the Priefts and Levites. Thcfe when 
^ehofafhat fcnt forth to give milke to the 
cities of Judah,he fent with them a com- 
pany of Noblemen ^ religious Princes, 
who added the more authority to the 
Priefts and Levites , and are therefore 
themfelves faid 40 ^ach in the cities of 
Judah*. Thus thefc Princes were as a 
bundle of Myrrh amongftthe Priefts and 
the Levites , to decide all controverfics 
amongft the people, both in matters con- 
cerning God and the King ^ to prefervc 
the people , and one another free from 
corruption inall matters, whether of Re- 
ligion or civill Juflice«. Yea, and ^eho- 
fafhdt himfelfe reprefetiting Chrift the 
Churches welbeloved upon earth, he re- 
fted in the bofome of the Church as a 
bundle of Myrrh , fweet , and ftrongly * 
preferving the people from corruption : 
from Beerfheba to mount Ephraim hee 
f went about, throughout all the people^to 

* iChro. I brinjjthem backeagaineto the purity of 

i9.g,4, Gocb worftip *. 

y^rJc i4.j ^^ ^ ^/^^ rfcamfhire. ] Camphire is 
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a (hrub for fmell like unto fpikenard, wa* 
(ling the obftrudion of the fpleene, and 
by the very fmcU of it making men vege* 
getmes , and firtmores , more lively and 
more ftrong^yea, and available alfo a- 
gainft the biting of ferpents : fuch was 
Chrift to his Ctmrch^ when the children 
of Mod ztA Afmnm, and mount 5^r, ga- 
thered themfelves tc^ether againft the 
children oflfrael in Engedi ; for by die 
miniftry of fehazicly he made ^hop^hat 
and his people, 

Firft, more ftrong in faith, to reft on 
God and his Word. 

Secondly, more lively and heartily to 
praife Goa : yea,and he (aved diem from 
their enemies , themfelves not ftriklng a 
ftroke ^ though their enemies the breed of 
theoldferpentput them before in great 
feare. 

BehoUy thon mfure mj lovCyiehoU, thou 
drtfaire.^ The doubling of the words ex- 
prefleth the f uperlative d^ee,by an ufu- 
all Uchrzlfmc J fdire /aire y that is, very 
faire : which (heweth the eflate of the 
Church in Hezekiahs time , hvho returned 
and fet the Pricfts and Lcvites in their 
courfes,reftored their burnt facrifices and 
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40 ThtChur^hfairtMmkrHezikiah. Chap.i. 

oblations, bxxOtl^tA the Pricfts^caUed all 
the people to the Paflfcovcr , prayed for 
their healine^tooke away all the Images, 
Groves, and high Places.. I 

thmhafiihvescyesJ] That is, chaft and 
loathing uncleannelTe^as Plttvf reports the 
doves to be. Heicekiah loathed even the 
monumefits of Idolatry, even the brazen 
Serpent, (though fomctimes Gods ordi- 
nance) when once the people went a 
whoring after it : fo by this means,abufes 
crept into the Church , in the dayes of 
^wam^ Vsiz»idh^ ^otham^ Jlhaz,^ are not re- 
corded till they come to becleanfed , left 
the py of the marriage-fong (hould be 
darkened by the mention of fo fad occur- 
rences ; whence alfo it is, that the abufes 
that crept in after the death of Hez^ekisb^ 
in the dayes of dtdnajfehdnd Ammo»flXC 
not mentioned till their cleanfing came, 
recorded in the dayes of Ufiah. 

3th$ld^thou mfMrenrf betdved^yeaplu- 
fm^alfo our bed is green JJthk is die eftate 
of the Church in the dayes of good lo- 
fidff J vrho reformed it to the like eftate of 
purity and beauty as in the dayes of He-- 
zekiah , yea , in this he exceeded him, 
in taking away the high places \yhich 

Solomon' 
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Solofnon had built for his wives Idols , as 
alfo feme other corruptions oiAhaz^y vcr. 
12* and bcfides ^ he made all the people 
CO worfhip the Lord onely , and ito fervc 
him*. 

tea fUafam.'] It being more then faire, 
fo young a man to work fo great a workc 
of reformation. 

Owrhdisgreenci} The houfe of God 
was the Temple 5 the bed[ in the houfe 
were the ordfinances of God , wherein 
God was wont ]Bimiliarly to emb Abce his 
fpoufe, and {he him. 

Theie in ^oftihs time flourished, in 
grcaceft parity, t fo tijat there was no 
Paflfcovcr like unto his. 

Omt kd is gnen.'^It k an alluiion to the 
fpringtime , whfen the worfhip of God 
began to flourifh againe^ after a winter 
time of miry and dmy pollutions. 

The heames eftmr hwfe are cedar y mdwr 
rafters (&r waBs,^gs/Ierks) pffirre.'} Thefc 
words fet out the beauty or the Church, 
in regard of the rq)aires of the Temple 
made by ^pjiah. 

The ufe is to obiervc the feverall 
beauties and ornaments of the Church, 
which are. 
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42 G^LMnshindernotChrifiianUberfj. Ch.i. 

Firft, to enjoy each ordinance of God 
in bis ranke and place : it is as if the 
cheekes , or open face of the Church 
were decked with rowes of jewek. ^^tn- 
boom made Priefts of the bafeft ot the 
people s and fuch defe^ or corruption of 
Gods ordinances ^ is a blemifli confpicu- 
ous in the face of the Church. 

uie %. Secondly , good Kings ought to put 

upon their people wholefome Lawes^ 
and ftrait binding to the purity of Religi- 
on and the worfliip of God : it is no im- 
peachment to their Chriftian liberty as 
Anabaptifts dote , but an ornament to 
their beauty, making their necks comely 
as with chaines of gold . It was the com- 
mandement oiAjd^ ^ Wh^foever wiuld $m 
fiek the L&rdGodof Ifrael , Jhmld be pm t§ 
didth. t And Jofiah t$ok atvaj sU the Mom^ 
Mtiens m of all the Countries that tertained 
tothe children of Ifrael , rand maae all that 
were pre fint toferve^ even to firve the Lord 
their God. 

u& 3. Thirdly , people to be ready to binde 

themfelves by folemn covenant and oath 

to keep fuch Lawes > and to affift their 

Princes in cleanfing thehr uttermoft bor- 

J ders and comers of the kii^dome from 

7 ^ Super- 
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Supeifticiofi and Idolatry ; and it is no 
"impeachment of Chriftian liberty to bow 
to Chriftian Lawes ; yea, it is the beauty 
of a Chriftian Church to weare tho^ 
chalnes^ thofe Lawes^ which were made 
"fcMT the good of the Church , aiKl it was 
thdr profanenefle and itbeUion that fay, 
* Lit m break their bands dfondar ^ and cafi 
amri their cords frem us. 

BMinhly^Princes to fend forth favou* 
ly and gracious Miniftcrs into all quar-^ 
ters of their dominions , that iSX their 
people may tafte and fcele how fweet l 
die (nreachin^ of the Word is. This is the | 
ornament ota Church, when Chriftian 
Princes (b provide^that all places may be 
fumifiied with preaching Miniftcrs ^ 
this is to open a box of (pikenard that the 
fmell thereof may flow forthjbut to leave 
thcmrelUhed with the dregs of Superfti^ 
tion, this is a blemiih. 

Fifthly,to fee that the Nobles and Ma- 
giftrates countenance Priefts and Levites, 
and by their authority to give the free 
paflfage to the Word , and to prevent di- 
fturbances whkh elfe might be offered 
to Miniftcrs in their Churches , yea, all 
Magiftrates to prevent corruptions in 
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matters, whether of Religion or civill Ju- 
ftice , is as if a bundle of Mynii (hould 
lodge m the breafts of the Church, 
life ^. Sixthly, the Lord Jcfus to rcftcfli and 

ftrengthoti the hearts and fpirits of \k 
peopK in publicke calamities^ and to fave 
them from the malignity ^id venome 
thereof^be is then as aclufter of camphire: 
to the Church in the vineyards of Ecgc^ 
^iy as he was to lehofafhdt and his people 
"^ when they knew not what to do.Chrift 
is an ornament, and encourageth bocfa 
Prieft 5 Prophet ^ and Prince , to finga 
Pfalmeof Thankefgivii^# And ft^pofe 
enemies fhould be as a clufter in die bor- 
der of the Church, how ealie a thing is it 
for God to ftrei^hen, and beas acwfter 
of camphire,to ftref^hen and encourage 
them againft thefc biting ferpents. 

Seventhly , not to fofter and tolerate 
inveterate corruptions , though received 
from worthy Anceftors , but to hate aU 
abufes in Gods worftiip , even the very 
monuments of Idolatry , and to take 
them away , as Hezekiab did the brazen 
Serpent^nd to fet each ordinance of God 
in his place : the Church then is veiy fak, 
1 (he hath doves eyesr 
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.ighdy y young Princes to begin be- ufe %. 
^ CO Ufc up dicir hearts to rcdrelTe a- 
^ in the Church , to imitate the beft 
idr predecelTors •, yea, and to go be- 
dthem^^i^j!4i&did, and to rtftore 
Is worfhip to her native beauty and 
^ity. It is a faire , yea , a pleafant 
a to behold this forwardnefl[e in any^ 
v^ more in young Princes. 
}inthly,to enjoy the wocfliip of Godi^ ufe 9. 
^ from all Superftition , Idolatry^ 
from all devices of men ^ itisasifa 
. were greene ^ frefli , flourifhing and 
cM:in£uch worfhip Chrift ddkhts 
eveale and communicate himfelfe fa- 
iarly with his people , and loveth not 
lone into a harlots bed, decked with 
laces of tapcftrie of E^pt. 
Tenthly , liippofe the Church againe 
1 anine be laid waft^fb that in ft^ of 
npbtre is Mafle and Idolatry , it is an 
ie thing with God to fend a ^yJt^to 
ic out fuch Superftitions ^ that though 
ifes CTept into the Church for three or 
ir Princes lives , yet God can cleai& 
1 reform her^ as he did in fofiahs time, 
xi lookes not at the corruptions of his 
iurch> dietdby toktiith her.but to heal I 
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46 Chtift delights mfnrecrdimiMes. Chap.i. 

hcT) and thereby to elorifie his grace in 
her recovery, rather then his holmeiTe in 
the difcoveiy of her pollutions. 

The bed is here mentioned in the fprii^ 
of her flourifliing y when it b^an to wax 
green, not in the winter feafon of her dir- 
ty pollutions \ and before^ the chaft tyts 
ofthedoverecorded^abhorridg unclean* 
nefle, not the eyes foil of adultery, bring- 
ing Ipirituall pollutions into the Church : 
when there is any Superftitious worihip^ 
there it is overfpreaa with winter , but 
when it is purged, then is the bed green-, 
when Gods ordinances are kept pure^ 
there Chrift delighteth to be. 

Eleventhly , it is an ornament of the 
Church to reftore her with beames of ce- 
dar, and her walls or galleries with firre : 
cedar is famous for cmrablenefTe, endu- 
ring even to eternity , faith Plinj : firrc is 
acceptable for his fwectneffe , and while 
he groweth , for his hcighth , ftreight- 
nefte and perpetuall greennefle : Solomm 
houfcorTemple was of old a lively tyi^ 
partly, 

Fii-ft 5 of the humane body of Chrift, 
the Temple of the Deity. 

Secondly 5 of the myfticall body of 
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Chrift, his Church or congr^ation/ 
I Cpr.^. 16. Chrifts humane body never 
decaycth^nd therefore needeth no repai- 
ring : his myfticall body the Church , if 
it rail into decay through corruption of 
D6(^ine or Worfliip , it may be moft 
fitly repaired i 

Firft , by laying in the walls of the 
Church fuch folid and cternall truths of 
God , as may hold up the walls of the 
building. 

Thus Lttther reftored the Church by 
laying thisbeamc of cedar, the Dodrine 
ot free Juftification by Chrift, 

Secondly, by fetting up fuch worihip 
and workes for the people to walke in^ as 
are truly fwed: and amiable in Gods fight, 
ipringing from firefh and green fincerity, 
growing up to the heavens 5 thefe arc like 
galleries of firre, whereas vowes of per- 
fedion^and works of fupererc^ation^and 
all other rcliques and rags of Popery , arc 
no better then rotten and modi-eaten 
wood) fit fiiell for the fire. 
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T HE 

CANTI C LE S, 

OR 

SONG OF SONGS 

opened and explained. 

The TixT* 
Chap. 2. 

I Am Aerofe of Sbanm^dmitbeHVyoftieviiBes. 
z Ax the lilfjamng therms ^ fo k mj Uve 
gmmg tbe daughters. 

3 As the afvk tree among tbe trees of tbc'wood^ 
foHfnjf beloved among tbe fonnes ^ I fate downe unr 
derbiffMoiwwitb great ^ligbt, and bis fruhwas 
fp^$ett$mytafle. 

4 ibtffoMgbt meto ^ banqmtting houfi^ ^md 
bk banner over me ir^ /ow« 

5 Stay me witb flaggonSyComfort me vpitb affks^ 
forlorn fick^ of love. 

\ 6 Hk leftoandis under mj bead^ and bk rigbt 

I band dotb embrace me. 

f 7 I cbargeyoUfOyee daughters of Jerufalem^bj 




the Roes, and bj the Hinds of the jield^ tbatjeftirre j 

8 The voyce of my beloved Jfebold^ be cemeA lat^ 
fing ufion the momtaimSy skfffing ufon tbe biBs. 

9 My beloved is likg^ Koe, or young Hart : ie- 
boid, befiandetb behind our wally be looJk^tb fortb at 
tbe windtmyjberring bimfelft tbrougb tbc lattice. 

to My beloved ffakey am [aid tmto me , RJfe uf 
my love^ my faire one, and come at^ay. 

1 1 For he , tbe winter is faft, tbe raine is over 
andgpne. 

12. Ibe powers affeare on tbe eartb, tbe time pf I 
tbefinging of birds is come, and tbtvf^ceofjtbe turtle 
it beard in our land^ 

1 3 Tbefigtree pitteib fortb ber ffreene figs, and 
tbe vinos mtb fbe min gtafe glm a good fmeff. 
Arifemyloveymy faire ene^micomsway* 

14 On^doVf Itb^udrtintbeckftsofthenckf, 
in tbefecret ftace of tbe ftaires^Utmefee tby<oume-- 
nance, let me beare thy voyce , forffeeet is tby ZHjjrce, 
and tby countenance it comely. 

1 -J . taktuf the foxes, tbe link foxes, tbat^olU 
the vines,for our vines have ter 'jt grapes. 

16 Mf beloved is mine, and lam bis : be ^eH> 
among tbe tiVies. 

1 7 Vntill the day breah , and tbe Jhadowesflee 
away:tummybelovedjunabetbouUkeaRot^ era 
youngHartjufonthe mountainesofSethrfi 







5» 



Cbrift htm a Rofe. Chap.2* 



»4- 






/ 



ThbExplanatiok. 

Caflt.2«vcr{e i.lamtherofe ofSharoniMd 
the liSj rfthe vaBks. 

nPHe cftatc of the Church from^^ 
•*' ftahs ra>airc of the Temple , (in the 

lafl: verie ot the laft chapter) is defcribed 

here, 

Firft, before the captivity , verfc x, 2. 

under the laft dayes ot ^oSab , ^eh^ahas^ 

; fchojdkhn^^tlnfjachin^ and Zedccbiah. 
Secondly, in the captivity, 
X* At home, the remnant, ver. ;• 
2. Abroad, iii Babylon, ver.4.— 7. 
Thirdly,in the enctafter the captivity, 

where is acfcribcd, 

X. Her callit^ out of captivity, to re- 

tumc and wormip in Jeruialem, voie 

8 — ij, 

.•^Secondly, hereftate at Jerufalem till 

the dayes of the Maccabees, verfe 14. 

• /i«wf)&fr^)?.3Therofcis, 
Firft, lovely for beauty, 
Secondly,tweet for fmell j comforting 
both heart and braine. 

Thirdly, w^holefome for ufc and medi- 
Icinzblc. ^ Pi 
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of Sbdrm. 3 Sharon was a frwtflill 
field lying under Baftian, where the 
hcardS were wont to feed , excellent for 
fatncfTe and fruitRilneffe. 

And the UBy.JThc lilly is^firft/ragrant* 

Secondly , feire , yet of the v^ies, 
where the heards ufe to fced^ as in 
Sharon. 

Thcfc words then fct forth the Chur- 
ches complaint of that time> as fome In* 
teroreters of chkfe worth have concd- 
ved it ^ though the words may as fitly be 
uttered by Chrift himfelfe, to fctfttftb' 
both his owne difpofition and the Chur^ 
cheseftace. 

The firft , hee was then the lofc of 
the field, the lilly ofthevallies, to (hew, 
that when the Church defpifed him, 
to converfe with her in the Temple, 
Md the Worfhip there cdebrated: 
"^ Hee was now ready to leave his 
Temple, and to be a 5anAuary to his 
Church abroad. 

Secondly, Chiift is here defciibed ac- 
cording to the eftate of die Church of 
that time, which wanted culture , orde- 
ring and dreflir^ , thomes and bryars 
growii^ up in the Church , ami not wee- 
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The Church how A rofcMdUlly. Chap.2. 
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ded out : "^ The wicked are as thornes aod 
bryars, t and ftore of them growing up 
in the Church. 

When the Church is as a garden in- 
clofeds then biyars and thorns arc wee- 
ded out J but neither Magiftrate nor Mi- 
nifterdidhis duty in removing oflRmces 
in thofe daycs : ^ fo lillies of the field are 
taken for lillies needed, which ndther 
take care for themtelves , nor others take 
care for them. 

Thirdly, as the rofe of the fidd, c» lil- 
lies of the valUes , or lilly amos^ the 
thornes, is contini;k3lly» 

Firft, fubjed to be prickt and rent with 
thornes. 

Secondly^ trodden under-fbot by tbt 
beards of Mails, To the Church was then 
fubjea, 

I • To be vexed with the wicked grow- 
ing up with her. 

3. To he trodden under*fbot by the 
beafts of the field , the Babylonians, the 
Egyptians* 

c^^/^, howfweeeaRoelhowfaire 

a Lilly ! yethow untimely trodden down 

by lfl€€h$ f Theother Kicigs were placed, 

iChjo.3^* difplaced, imprifoned , and the whole 
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kingdomc with them, at the plcafure of 
the Babylonians and Egyptians : and in 
the end, the whole Church laid wafte by 
the Babylonians. 

Againe^ Chriftistheroreandlilly,as 
being, 

Firft 5 fwect with the favour of bis 
graces. 

Secondly, beautifull. 

Thirdly, mcdicinable. 

When the Church is corrupt in it 
felfe, it is yet faire and fweet in Chrift \ 
^ In him our life is hid in our worft ta-> 
king : he being white as a lilly by the pu- 
rity ofhis righteoufnede ^ we likewise are 
White as limes in him doathed with his 
righteoufnefle. 

K^s the afpU tree oftmg the trees if the 
wood^fo ismjbekvidammg the fmnef^ I 
fitewKe diwiu tmderhis ihofbrn with great 
delight^ and his fruH was fifeet t9 mj t^ej^ 
A tree firft, not tall as the Cedar of Le- 
banon, not ftrcxig as the Okes of Bafhan) 
but a tree of nuddle ftature , implyi^ an 
inferiour Magiftrate , not fo nigh and 
mighty as the Monarchs of the worlds 
yctfuchwhofe (hadow ycelds, I 

Firft , rcfreftiing to a man wandering I 
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56 BJ^lmtheChurchtsWine-cellar. Chap.2. 

I and fainting ina wilde fbrreft. 

Secondly , whofe fruit is (wcct and 
comfortable , fuch was Chrift to his 
Church, difpenfing himfelfe in Geddliih^ 
whom * ^ebuchadnezAur made goveniour 
over the remnant of the people that were 
left in the land, 

Firft 3 under him , as under a ftiadow^ 
they were fcarclcfTe and fafe « : but after 
he was cut down , they were driven from 
under his (hadow , and durft ftay no Ion* 
ger in their own countrey^which was left 
asawildeforrcftf. 

Secondly, they gathered, 

Firft, much fwect fummer fruit ^. 

SeccHully, much good inftrudion and 
diredion frx)m leremidh and Barttcb g,who 
both lived vmh him. 

Wine'CeOar.^ Hr^.Houfeofwinc^ not 
fo fitly termed banquetting houfe,swhich 
Sol&mm expreileth by another namef. 
A wine-cellar is a low vaults under the 
ground « darke, cold , raw and gloomy { 
yet repleniftied with vcflels or liquor, 
which rtfreflieth and inlargtth the heart, 
and oper^eth the mouth. 

Tms houfe,to the Church, was Baby* 
Ion, whither God brought his people 
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into caotivity^which at firft view feemed 
dolefiill and heavy , but afterward ycel- 
dcd to them many fweet taftes^ yea deep 
draughts of Gods fisivour : Gods Spirit 
comii^ upon nilen , makes them feeme as 
fiiil of new wine K It refire(heth and 
enlargeth the heart , and openeth the 
mouth, 

Firft) to the praife of God. 

Secondly , to the edificadon of his 
Church* Such a fi>irit God powred upon 
DMiel^ Ezekiel, Sbddrach and his fellowes 
linthecantivity. 

i^fulms batwer wer me was leve.'} 

Banner % 

Firfl:, ft)r an enfigne of defence to the 
Church* 

Secondly , for a flag^e of defiance to 
their enemies : How lovingly and glori* 
ou(ly(as witjb a bannerof love difplayed) 
did God ddfend the three children and 
D4(i/r/ himfelf "^^ 

How did Goa offer defiance to Idola- 
try in the three children 1 i 

Stdj tnee with flaggms and com fm mee 
mth affks^ far lam ftcke eflcve.'} I , the 
Church is here ftiint and ficke, and ready 
to fwoone , for defire of ftirther fellow* 
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M^iftrateswh/tt to the Church. Chap.a. 
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I (hip with Chrift , and for her ovvnc hdp 
dcfireth, 

Firft^ Flaggons of wine to flay her. 

Secondly, Apples to comfort her ^ as 
indeed apples doe comfort the heart and 
ftomach ^ prevents fwooning , and re- 
ftraines poyfon "^ : Thus Damel^ throi^h 
abundance of Revelations was ^int and 
ficke, and defirous of more cleere kno w*- 
ledge of his vifions, and of the Churches 
deiiverance^iul found the t Angel ready 
to refrefh and ftrcngthen him: And the 
I other members of the Church feeUi^ 
fuch fwcet tafte of Chrifts prefence a- 
moneft them in the captivity, were 
(douDtleflfe) eameftly defirous of more 
fall enjoying him perfeftly, 

Firft , by the miniftery of the Pro- 
phetS) as by flaggons of wine. 

Secondly , by the magiftracy of 2>4- 
wf/and his fellowes , whom the Kii^ fet 
up for inferiour Magiftrates^as by apples, 
the fruit of the apple trees. 

His left hand is tmdermy head, his right 
hand dcth embrace me. 

The words may be either a narratioo 
how it is, or a prayer that itmaybc; fo 
in the origkiall , the bleffings of Gods 

left 
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left hand arc riches and glory, * and of 
his right hand^engthofdaycs^or immor- 
tality. Riches anohonours God convey- 
eth to us by the hand of the Magiftrate, 
immortality by the hand of Minifters. 

The Church therefore defireth God 
in her captivity > (which thing alfo God 
granted) that, 

Firft, Princes (hould be the lifters up of 
her head^her nurfing Others and mothers. 
Secondly , Prophets and Priefts might 
deliver to her the fweet teftiniooies of 
Chrifts embracing love % this was done t 
by Evil-merodach xoJekfjachinjxRii by the 
miniftery of 2>4w/e/ and J?)Cf Jir/W. 

The Princes allowed them ereat liber* 
ty , * the Prophets difpenfed heavenly 
and comfortable doctrine. 

Icharj^eyM^ O fee daughters efferufa- 
Umjky the MoeSjOnd by the Hindes $J the fields 
that jtefiirrt n9tnf^n» axpake ntj kve tiU 
befleajft.'^ Heh. I adjure you , that i$ , I 
caufe you to fweare by the Roes , and by 
the Hindes of the field , not by them as 
the perfons thou art to fweare by, bur by 
thole for whofe fake , and by whole 
meanes they are to take themfelvcs 
bound as by a folemne oath (not to ftirre 
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60 Tref^fierom deliverance not defire^k. Chap.i. 

up or awake my love) that is^ not to pro- 
VQkc Chrift to exercife his Church by 
any change of their eftate , till it ihau 
pleafe himfelfe. 

Thefe Roes and Hindes are wilde, and 
fearfuU creatures , eafily and fwiftly nin- 
ning away , yet otherwife willing to 
tera with the (hecp: fuch were then the 
Gentiles , willing to converfe with ^ 
Jewes, and to come towards Relkion: 
yet if the eftate of the Church (hcMild 
have proved more troublefbme by any 
indifcrect or oflenfive carriage of the 
Tewes , they would focMic have darted 
backe from fellowfhip with them } fbr 
their fakes therefore the Church char- 

S' echherdaughters^asbyanoadi^nocto 
ifturb the peace of Babel , not to Cecke 
prcpofteroufly deliverance from thence, 
before the time that Chrift had appoin- 
ted ^ left it turned to the difturbance of 
her peace; and to the * carryii^ away 
fuch Gentiles as were comity on to be 
Profelytes. 

ThK may firft let us fee, that notwith- 

ftanding the reformation of Religion, 

Chrift may be pleafed rather to live 

j abroad in the fields ^ then at hom^ where 

' the 
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the people would willingly affemble. 
The houfe of God was now repaired, 
and the bed greene "^ : and the Church 
invites Chrift to come in unto her, in it, 
yet hee difpofeth himfelfe fo , as more 
ivilling to call her abroad. So wee may 
fee, ttat notwithftanding the purity and 
fimplidtyof Chrifts worflup, yet Chrift 
is not bound to any place ^ ir things wete 
never {o reformed, yet he might leave us, 
andgoe into the wildefield. Rome hath 
long doted on Ftttrs Chaire , and Jerala* 
lem might as well have brageed of her 
Privile<^es as any other place,DUt Chrift 
leaves theni: never reft wee then in any 
outward eftate » for Chrift may leave us. 
The Palatinate hath been as reformed 
as any Church for Dodrine, and though 
they might fay, their bed was greene, 
ana their beames were of cedar , and 
theirraftersof firre, yet God hadiikft 
them :fbrdoe we thinlcethatif God had 
beene there , thefe things had beMen 
them that now are i 

Secondly, this lets us fee, that thoi;^ 
Magiftrates and Mihifters ibould both 
negled their duties inorderii^ anddref- 
fing the Church,fo that the wicked wetc . 
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God hah rofes dmmg thmes. Clui 



I tolerated to grow up with them : 
God keepes the fpirits of his chil< 
fweet and pure ^ as rofes and liilic 
the midft or bryars and thomes : be 
deceived then j for there ma^ bt i 
and lillies growing , where is not] 
but bryars and thomes to fcratch th 
leisnocftra^htno Church, when 
there $ for Chrifk can fee his Chi 
thoud) ihe be there. 

ufc J. Tnirdly, we may here obferve ag: 

the Separatift , that it is not ftraigh 
Church , that is commingled ( as i 
fpeake)with notorious wicked ones 
Church may be Chrifts love, vea, 
a fragrant and pure flower in his i 
and noftrils, and yet live amongft br 
and thomes. 

ufc^ Fourthly, obferve, the (late of 

Church is fomedmes expofed to op 
tufidty of treading under-fool , no * 
nor he^e to fence them : It mai 
open, 

I Firfl: ^ to fcratchii^ and rendit^ 
thomes. 

SecaDdly,to treadii^ under-fbotoi 
wildbcafts\ 
Fifchly ^ this ferves to dired infer 




MagiftiateS) how to cany themfdves 
towards the Church^to be as Apple-trees 
in a wood, wherein the Church travail- 
ing may finde^ 
. Firft) (hadow of protedion. 
SecoiKliy » fweete ^it of loving 
mercy. 

Sixthly^ we may here fee the won^- tifetf. 
full power of Gog, and ^oodneflfe to his 
Church, in tumiii^ their houfe of bon- 
dage into a houfe or wine , in fpreadii^ 
alio his banner oflove over them in thdr 
greateft diftieiTes and dangers : What 
more dolefiill times ojT his Chuxch then 
I captivir^ ( when men would thinke God 
carries his Church into a dungeon , then 
he carries her into a Wine-cellar. This 
may be a ground qf folid comfort to us 
in our worn takings, for though wee be 
in the greateft extremity , yea^ m the dee** 
peft dimgcon of darknefle , God can fu* 
ftaine ana uphold ushere, andre&efhus 
with many comforts* 

Sevenuily, this ought toftirrcusup ^^^^ 
to more ardent and fongii^ zHSoStiom 
after Chrift, fo that as wee be tcsidv 
to faint and fwoone duroisgh eameft at* 
fedibns^afier more fiiU and £uniliar fel- 1 
\ow^\ 






\ 



64 



Iff^enfive walking necejpaj. Chap.a. 
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lowfliip. with him : It vf2sD49fiels cafc^ 
hee was ficke of love, fo let it be with us 
for want of Gods prefeiKe ^ and pray 
that God would refteih us with his pre- 
fence, and fend good Minifters and good 
Magiftrates to b^ as nurfing fathers to his 
Church. 

E^hthly , this forves to ^each , and 
ftraightly to charge the children of God, 
whenthey enjoy Gods prefencc. and fa- 
vour in the Miniftery and Magiftracy^ 
fuftaining and comforting them , to take 
heed of difturbin^ their peace, 
X • By any indil^reet : or 
2. 0£fetmve carriage : foritis^ 
Firfl, a difturbance to Cturift himfelfe, 
he is ftirred up and awaked , (as it were) 
before he pleafe. 

Secotadly^ the Roes and Hindes of the 
fields youog comers on in Religion , are 
fbooe feared away by dangers and trou- 
bles arifing againift the Church ^ there* 
fore we fhould be carefiill and take heed 

J' wee provoke not any dog to barke , for 
then they will be goneji £ct us therefbrs 
walke wifely, and inofienfively ^ that 
none bee dilcouraged , that Chrift 
who doth fulbune us, and re&efh us 
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may dwell with us for even 

The vpjce ofwj hekvedjhehold, he cometh I Vtr Jm 
leafinz ihm the mounmnes^ andskiffing ^^• 
nfmthe hills J\ 

In thefe words arc defcribed, 

Firft, the Churches deliverance out of 
captivity : where is laid dowoe, 

Firft,the preparation to the deliverance 
in the caufes of it 5 which were, 

Firft, the voyce of the beloveds 

Saondly^ithe comii^ of the beloved, 
and that fwiftly, 

Firft, leapir^ and skipping. 

Secondly , as a voung Hart or Roc *. 

Thirdlyjiis bettering Babel and over- 
coming it, iet forth in three adions : 

Firft) ftandine behinde the wall. 

Secondly JocHc],ng out at the windows. 

Thirdly, ihewiiig himfdf through the 

lattticet. 

Secondly, the calling out of captivitjr : 

Firft, to goc out of Babylon into their 
Ofwne cmintrey $ whereunto there arc 
motives, 

Firft, from removall of imp^iments, 
vcrfcxi. 

SecDndly,fiom ftore of oppoitunities, 
veife n,x3# 
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66 Cbrififr&iuiminhiswfits. Ctttp.2. 

I Thirdly, toworfhip Godinpoblido 
meetings in their owne countrcy k« 
Secondly , the ftate of the Chmch 
returned into their owne couttiey, in 
regard, 

Firft,of oppofition of eneiiiies i^ fiibdU 
and ravenous : where is fet forth, 
I Firft, their nature ; they arc foxes^Iitde 
I foxes. 

Secondly , the harme they doe 3 ^Sbq 
(poile the vines. 

Thirdly, there take us the foxes. 
Seconaly , of their communion widi 
Chrifts outward enemies , 9nd inward 
abufesreftiained, partly, moitplentiM 
and intire. 

Firft, mij bekvedtsmhu^ 4ml I m 
his. 

Secondly , k Feedetb drnrngB the 
Litties. 

Secondly , interrupted , and ye€ by 
turaes Chrm often and fpecdily vifidog 
and fuccourtng them , iiA that to the 
time of the coming of Chrift, and the 
abotiflMng of the fhadbwes of the cere- 
moniall Law 1. 

7hi wf(tjfwff bikfVMtL'} Th» was 
tAe report ot Cyrw comitv^ cq beficfe 
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Chap.l. The churches deUvermeb^Cfrm, C^ 

Babel, and his mufterii^ together of 
many Nations to thatfcrvice ; whkh ru« 
mour was difccmcd by the faithful! , to 
be the dccompliihmcnt of the Prophecies 
given them before, of deliverance by 
Cyrm *. And'therefore the Church hca" 
ring this rumour, fuddenly acknowled^ 
geth in it the- ptomife and voyce of 
Chrift t : and fo it was no leffe gratefliU 
to them , then doleful! and dreadfuU to 
the Babylonians* 

Btcometh leafing Uf oh the wumitMinet, 

My helwedis like a Roe^ «r »y»iifig Harty 
hebm^eftamJ^hhehinie m vhdljn htketk 
firth 4t the mndtvjhenfa^bimfelfe thm^b 
theUttiee,'} 

Thefe words ocpredTe the great 6xpe- 
dition and fpeed which ejrm made in nil 
journey aglinft Babel, all the Nations 
lyii^intheway; 

Flrft,either of themtelvet letting opcil 
their gates to him,as weary of the Baby- 
lonian yoke. 

Secondly , or fpeedily furprifed and 
fubdued. 

Heeftuiiethhehindethe waS*! Laying 

J' fiegt t6 the watts of Babykm. 
Hee Utketh firth at the viitdtsHx 
- • ■ Ea 
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fliould now fing and praife Go 
their ownc countries ^ which 
thought unieaibnable to doe inafti 

laiidT. 

The vdjce &fthe turtte is heard i 
land.'} That is , of Chrift the feii 
fpou^ o( bis Church , who is mou 
in Judea, becauTe he findeth not his 
(the Church) there. 

Thejigtreeputteth firth her greem 
and the vines with the tender grape g 
good fmeBJ} That is, the ehiete o 
Fathers and Elders of the people , 
thew themfelves forwiAfd to co 
nance the journey 3 arid to prepan 

K^riQ my love , my /aire one , and 
^ayJ} Bdftg "twifee rc|jfe«ed* , \{ 
•gueth the ipeeple were flacke to ! 
their ftate* j whith they had pl^ 
themfelves in at Babel 5 and ther( 

:|^oodifi ffcid of calting^on lagaine 
againe. 

O my dwe y that art in f he clefts c 
r^ckejnthejim^flaceofthejfaires J L 
fee thf countenance , let meeheare thyz 

forjheetis tkf Vi^ce^ and thy counter 

comely^ 
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O my d0ve.2 That is, my chaftc^ inno- ( 
cent and faire fpoufc# 

Tbat drt in the clefts of the recke, in the fe- 
cret place of the Jlaires.'} That now doft 
wonhip me in holes and comers. 

Let mee fee thy countenance , letmeheare 
thy voyceJ\ Let mee fee thee aflembled 
into tne fiice of a Church, in my Sandu- 
aiy, let mee there heare thee calling upcMi 
mee, fitting praife to mee, ipeaking my 
word. 

Forfioeet is thy voyce, and thy countenance 

comelj.2 

Firft, the voyce of the Church, atone 
and the f^me time. 

Firft , rcjoycing in Gods wonderfiill 
mercy. 

Secondly , weeping and bewailing, 
partly, 

Firft, their owne unworthineflc. 

Secondly, the decayes of the Church, 
in regard ot former times <• 

Take us the foxes , the little foxes that 
fpmU the vines ^ for our vines have tender 
grapes, 'y That is, reftraine (the foxes, the 
Utue foxes) the enemies of the Church, 
of greater or leflfer power 5 ^ fuch as 
werethe Samaritans. Thefe ipoiled the 
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vincSj c hindered .the proceeding of H^e 
building of the Temple , and the peace 
of the Church. And therefore Tchidh faid 
truely. of himfelfe and his fellowes > that 
they, as foxes, going upon the weake 
foundation of the walls of Jeruialeni, 
might ea(ily demolifh the &xnci : Y^ 
thefe foxes mthe end were taken and re* 
drained , Firft , partly by the Edi<a of 
Darius t : Secondly , partly by the hang- 
ing of Hdmau and his fonnes^ and the cte- 
ftrudion of fome other of the Jewes 
enemies r. 

Mybelovtdis mnednd lamhisjyih^ 
Church enjoyeth familiar and comfortir 
blc communion withChrift, theie ene- 
mies being quelled *• 

Shee ftedeth among the Mies^^ That is^ 
among pure and faire Chriftians, all 
corruptions beii^ weeded out , both 
of ftrange wives g , of ufury , of right 
of the Levitcs maintenance and mini- 
{(ration, t and prophanation of the Sab- 
bath. 

UutiBlhe day breake , and the fhadmesjke 
amaj : turrit mj helwed^ and bethoulikea 
Spe cr ayeupg Hm , ufm the umntmes $f 
tether. 

Turne 
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Tume mf beloved.'] That is, recurne of- 
ten to viiit and fuccour me. 

\^s d Ree^or a young Hart upoh the 
nt^imtaines efBtthtrJ] That isyfwiftly and 
fbeedily, "^ Bcther being neere to them on 
the odier fide Jordan • as who (hould fay, 
Thoi^h thou fometime tume from us, 
yet be not farre, but ready ever and anon 
to letume and fuccour us. 

Umiltthedaffbredke^dndthejhadmpesfee 
Mfdf.'] That is, till Chrift come , and the 
Ceremoniall ihadows vanifh. 

Firft , this teacheth us that mall the 
inftniments of the Churches delive* 
ranee, we ihould fee and difcemeChrift 
fpeakit^ and working in them : See here 
tne Church lookes not at Cyrus fo much, 
but at Chrift^in him. Doe they heare a 
rumour of a deliverance ? It is the voyce 
of Chrift , and it muft needs be a ftron e 
voyce which Chrift is the author or. 
The wifeft Daniel^ Shadrach^ Mejhach and 
Ahednego^ they fay it is Chrift, and all the 
left yecld; and the Church kcs Chrift 
come skipping : Doth it fee Cyrm about 
the wals^ She fees Chrift there.Doth {he 
fee Cyrus (hewing himfelfe through the 
lattice i She fees Chrift there. Doth (he . 
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fee when he is pofTcfled there, and m 
proclamation to them to goe up ag 
to Jerufalem < Shelookesat it as Ch 
voyce^ fay ing, K^rife mj l^e^ mjf4$r 

So the holy Ghoft tcacheth, wha 
voar any doth (hew to the Church , 
Chrift that doth it 5 fo take it, that if 
good befall the Church, it is Ghiift 
doth it : If any lead into captivity, H 
€thub§ex4c^, or any other, it is Chiift 
leads heir into a Wine-cellar : If ttist 
any noifc or workc of deliverance , 
Chrift that comes leapir^ and skipp: 
So in all the calamities , and in all 
bleffingstbat befall the Church, ^c 
ill to Chiift. * The fattie hand that g 
the fame hand hath taken raway : t < 
turned the captivity of ^ , and < 
turned ^ine the captivity of his pco 
This is a woriderfidl ftay to G 
Church, and to every member of it 5 
man cannot bring it into captivity, 
bring it out againe. Mans hand car 
bring hard things upon the Church , 
bring her out againe of them ; for i 
were in mens hands, or in Satans , o 
I our bwne hands , it would not goe v 
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with us^butbdng in Chrifts hands alone^ 
icmaybeaftay and a comforts 

Secdndlv, this teacheth us ^ that when uft 
the timed! the Churches deliverance is 
come , Chrift will come quickly ^ and 
fpeedily for her ddiverance, leaping and 
skipping as a Roe or a Hait. The winter 
(h^notalwayes remain on the Cbirch) 
no, not when ihe dicierves aUack winter. 
the fa$knf diMt^vf the Saimi fi)atl Mt 
almajis hforgmm^ Snppofe God leads 
his Oukirch into captkity fevenyeares, 
yea Seventy years t, yet it will not alwaies 
continue. This may ferveto comfort us 
in the diftsefTes c^ ioie Church ^ at home 
or abroadifi^od wHl not atwaiyes pttnidi 
with Rppoach or . defolation ^ b^it the 
time wm come d^fe wE be gone and 
-fiee away* 

TliiRuy 5 this Icte us fee the Church ufc j. 
profitcfik oy odam&ies^ fliee comes out 
better iram tbem , tlien ihce wenrinto 
them: iheentred axw went into captivity 
hating Godt, defiled with many abomi^ 
nations 5 flie retumcsout, Mj*Uvejm^fasre 
one. The Church of God , and the 
members of it are more lovely in Gods 
(ightby the hard times that pafle over 1 
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them : when this Church had becnc 
fevcnty yeares in captivity ^ (a hard time 
ft was, yet) they loft nothing by it ; they 
kiflcd nis rod^ and fought God ; aad 
now hee ftiles them Ipvcfy* He loathed 
them becaufe they loathed him ^ they 
were now tried and purified $ befbre^Dey 
were loathfome , but now arc lovely ^ 
before hated, but now loved. But tee 
what a blefled ufe chaftifements areof to 
the Church : how loathibme fbcver Wee 
eoe into cavity , when wee defile our 
lelves with lufts and (ins , yet when wee 
have beene throughly humbled widi 
fomecrofleS) how fairc come w^ oik! 
^ My fmne defjnfe n$t the chdfiemmg eftbe 
Lira , neither be weaj rfhis terre&m. 
AndwhydothGodfay^D^.S.itf^ Bt 

I freved them to doe them goody when hee 
faith, my love, it is more then lovdy,it is 
love, itisloveit felfc ^ and £ure one is 
mbrcthen fairer So , t It is good fir mee 
(faith Dwid) thatlhwe kenM^ed : fo 
the Church before her affi^n was 
loathfome, foule, hated J hvn nowibcis 

I £urc and lovely. 

I Tho»4rtfaire,Ohmylove.2 

I' Fourthly, thislets us fee,the Chur- 
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chcs winter : ftonns (hall not alwavcs lie 
upon her , but thev (hall in the end blow 
over; ^Tht r^ of the wkked jha/l nM refi 
j^fon the la^fthe righteous. 

Fifthly^we may fee that outward com- 
forts are eafily able to drowne in us a 
longing after Gods ordinances: the con- 
tentment that fome found in captivity, 
nuuk them ftand in need of often calling 
to retume to Sion. 

Sixthly, wee may leame here^ that the 
face of the Chuith is not alwayes vifi* 
ble and conff)icuous in the eyes of meli, 
but alwaves in the eyes of God : for they 

I' meet uncjer the ftaires, and wc^ip God 
in holes and comers. And a while after 
Chrift faith. Why doft thou lie thus un- 
der the ftaires V andinclifts of rocks i let 
me fee thy face, and heare thy voyce. 
The Church of Rome advanceth her 
felfe, that ihe hath alwayes been confpi* 
cuous ; but this is no true figneof atnie 
Church , for the true Church is noCal- 
wayes confpicuous : thouph Chrift al^ 
waves fees Tome to meet in comers and 
holes, yet not alwayes in folemne aflem- 1 
. blies. The Dove of Chrift Jefusfome- 1 
I times nudces her left in die iCKke^^^asfiAX 
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builds under the •ftairS)Whcre Chri 
her, but not pubUkdy • 

Seventhly, fee hc*c the Church 
not Angels and Saints to mediae 
her, h6r owne voyce is fweet , iind < 
tenance comely in Gods eftitnatior 
that day jet Jhau dike in m namiiM 
mt to yon that I will fray tm Father fo 
fir the Father himfelfe t&vetb you heca 
have loved mee. Chrift tells us ^ b 
have no great need to pray for U5 
God him^lfe loveth us , to hear 
voyce 5 and to fee us 5 let us then 1 
afraid to put forth our voyces : I 
then fot fuch a fpirit as to grieve fi 
finnes , and to rejoyce in Gods mei 
for Gdd is pleafed with that: ho 
true citizen of Sion , that when \ 
bounds in Gods mercies, yet hee w 
for his fins ^ and when hee weeps £ 
finnes , yet hee is thankefiill for 
mercies* 

Againe, obferve, the Church 
alwayes be troubled with fome ene 
Take m the fixes that fpoile the Vi 
There fliall be ever fpme Sanhaffai 
Tobiah^ OT fome other to be pibbli 
the Church ot Qo4*.v<oD(kt ttoi^t 
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nies of the Church, 

ley (hall dokfiibtiliy tod craf^ 

her* * 

lly )they mty difturb and hiiidcr 
andproceedit^s^biit^ . 
y, tney ihaU in tfaeeadbere^ 
as id Mevd. 19.20. Jmltke Bufi 
y 4mdpritb him tbefdfe trtprnt 
\htmir4elisbefin bim^^.Tkefi 
C4fl alive inta a lake rf pre bur* 
f mmHme, Therefore let fuch 
3W the time will come when 
HI either take them , and chaine 
id bin^e them up^as he did Sm* 
Mfy SkHber-biZMdi* t OK dfe 
tnup, as hee did 04mii9 smd his 
Let men then take heed that thcv 
>u(h at the Church^for God will 
aine them up ^ or hai^ them out 
^y, 

Ty here wee mayfce, when the 
of the Church arc reftraincd or 
d , and cQcruption^ weeded out 
icChurch then.enV>yedh fRrese, 
J , and full fcUowihip with the 
fuSj and hee with hcr# Hee gives 
[ges of his favour , andfivte^VMt^ 
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him pieces of pure worihipping him: 
he feeds them with his ordinances ^ they 
him with their faciifices^ And thqr tlmt 
would procure Chrift this» let them pro- 
vide for weeding out of their Gnocs ^ as, 
ufury , wicked itnarriages , profanations 
of Gods Sabbaths, &c. Such Churches 
(hall be fweet, and niucfa fweet folaa 

Iilttli tiiey enjov one with anotheriCbiift 
with thrai^and they with him. 
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opened. and explained. 

■ I III I 

The Text. 
Chap. 2. 

BXnigbt en my led t fought bim whom thy Jwk 
lovetb h IfoUgbi biniy but I found bim mu 

2 1 will rife now ^ and got about the cityintbe 
Jireets , and in the broad wayes , I will feekf bim 
wbom my foule 4ovetb : I foi^bt bim, but I found 
him not. 

3 The watcb-men tbat goe about tbe city found 
mee , to wbom Ifaid , Saw je bim wbctn my fouU 
lovetb \ 

4 It wm but a little tbat hfafed ^frm tbem 
but J found bim wbom my fouk lHvetb : I held bim^ 
andxmildmt let bimgo^ ^ untill I bad brought him 
into my mother t boufe , ml into the chamber of her 
tbat conceived me. 
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15 I charge yoUy ye daughters pfjerufidem^ ^ 
ij^ Kgefj, ana by the Hindet oftbefiem , toot yefiltr 
n$t uf^ mr av^akf my hve till te fkafe. 

6 JfboUtbts th^ cmetbout #f tbewildermffe 
liks Jittars of fmah , ferfimed with myrrb , and 
jrankincenfe^ witb aBtbe fewders oftbe mercbant f 

7 ftioW bis bed^ wbicb is Sobmns, : tbreefcore 
valiant mm are about iU of tbe valiant cf IfraeL 

8 They all bold [words , being eocfert in warre : 
Every man b^tb bis [word ufon bis tbigb , becaufe of 
feare in tbe night. 

9 Kir^ Solomm made bimfilfe a cbaret of tbe 
wood of Lebanon. 

iq JJee made tbe pilars thereof offilver^ tbe 
bpttome thereof of go/a, the covering of it of furfle^ 
tbemiddefl thereof hemg faved with love ^ for tbe 
daughters ofjerufalem. 

II Goe forth ^ ye daubers of ^im^ andbe^ 
boH png Solomon with tbe cf owne wberewUb^bif 
mother ctowwd him in tb9 day of his t^ffmfalt : asd 
in tbe d^ oftbegUiinQjfe ^f bis heart. 
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ThB ExPtAMATlOlt. 

Cant. 3. vttfe 1. Mf msrht m mj btdl 
fimght him iph(m ttPf joule uveth , 'tfiaght 
him, bm I found him mt^c^ 

THis Ch^pttt fettcth forth theeftate 
of the Chufch from aftcf the dayes 
of Nehemi/Jt , to the time of Ghrifls fo^ 
)0utning here on earth , id a two- fold 
period: 

Rrft, under the MaccMtees , vcr. t .-^. 

StcoTviXftm^ohfi j?^/(/rj time, vcfif fe 
<?.— II. 

The ftafc of the Church in the MtcdM^ Verfe t. 
^f^ time was, partlv,fiaU of calamities, 
as a time of darkncue , Bf ni^ht t fought 
;^,and partly fweetned with fome mord 
comfortable iflToe. 

This calamity is fet fofrth, 

Firft,by refemblance to n%ht,Bjr nigh 
t fi^ghthiftf. 

Secondly , by the abfence of Chiift, 
whom (he ibt^ht in vdne. 

Krft, In her M, verfe i . 

Sdeondly , in the Jtrittt of the cHj^ 
verfe X. 
: Thittfly, Amn^ the *«tdii*iiw,N[tt»v\ 



Verfti. 



/ 



\ 



-' ■'- '- 



MMMMM 



*■ 



§4 



When night with tht Chmcb, ■ Ch. 3 . 



/ 



I The comfortable ifluc of her feeking 
Chrift is fet forth, 

Firft, By her finding ofhim^ vcrfc 4. 
Seconcily,Bjf her holding ojhim^wtxk 4. 
Thirdly, By her bringing of him into her 
mothers houfe^ verfe 4. 

Fourthly, Bj her charge to the daughters 
of^erufdem^ to walke circumfpcdly^that 
this cftate be not intcrrupted^vcr.y • 
Vcrfc I. By night.'} That is^in time of darkneflfc, 
and publicke calamity 5 when f^ntiochm 
E f if hones ^ the little home waxed exceed- 
ing great , wafted the pleafant land, caft 
fome of the hoft and ftarres of heaven to 
the ground-, when hee tooke away the 
ciaily facrifice, and trode downe the 
Dan. s Sandiuary , and caft downe the truth to 
9,-1 z. the ground 5 when . hee robbed the Tem- 
ple , murthered the people , fpoiled the 
City^made lawes for profaning the Sab- 
bath, for oflFcrin^ Swines flcfti, for n^- 
Icifting Circumcifion, when he fet up the 
Statues of Jupiter olymfias , the abomi- 
nation of deiolation in the holy place, 
when hee burnt the Bookes of the Law, 
and made it death to have a Teftament ; 
I when he brake downe the Altar and fet 
jup another , vihcu hee .^ut womcq to 
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death who had caufed children to be cir- 
cumcifed, and hanged children upon the 
neckes of their mothers 5 1 Mac. 1.23. to 
the end. 

In my bed.'] Not in my bed of eafe and 
floth , fas fome take it) for what eafe 
could the Church take in the nighttime 
of calamity i But in my bed,that is,in the 
place and duties of Gods worfliip ^ the 
temple and the ordinances. 

I fought him whom my (iuleloveth.^ 1 
dclired^and endeavoured to havcfel- 
lowlhip with Chrift , but I found him not ^ 
the Sanduary being polluted , and «thc 
daily facrificc taken away ^ and profane 
Idols fet up in the place. 

In thejlreets of the city.'} That is ^ in the 
open Aflemblies of ;the feithfull , in the 
Synagogues, in the cities of Judeaand 
Jerufalem 5 but behold there Altars ere- 
ded to Idols 5 and incenfe burned , and 
the books of the Law caft into the fire * : 
Yea, beholdjthe citizens of Jerufalem all 
fled and gone t : and the reft went in pio- 
cctCion to Bacchus'^. 

The ipatch-men that goe about the city.'] 
To wit, the Levites , who anfwered her 
with filence •, but a little after fliee foviad 
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fuccouratModin, for thcPriefts, Ji/^tf- 
tathids zndi\\is {bnncs> ^Hd4S^^0»Mthdny 
and Simon , and the reft that went about 
to rcpaire the ruincs of the Church and 
Common- wealth ; to thefe the faithful! 
Church repairing , * and findif^ deliver 
ranee and comfort , b^ Judof ef^iaUy , 
or rather by Chrift m him t % (hcc Idt 
him not tin (hee had broi^ht him into 
the Temple, where flie foonc after clean- 
fed the San(£luary, and reftored the puri- 
ty of Gods worfhtp , and offered facrificQ 
according to the Law > fo that (hee found 
great comfort and joy in the duties of 
Gcds wor{hip». Thus againe ibundi 
they Chrift in a typicaU Saviour , held 
him by &ith , atid , with courage and 
ze^le, brought him into thetemple and 
$anduary>tlK houfe and chamber of her 
mother ; that is :i of the former Church 
of Ifrael, or of the Caitholique Church, 
for the Church of the former ages is the 
mother of ^be latter ^ or the wholt 
Church is tli« mother of each part vk 
ufuall phraie of Hebrew fpcech : The 
Temple is the houfe of both> the iSan- 
duary is the chamber pf herd^at bare 
her. 
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I charge jotff O ite daughters tf ^etufi- 
lemjlfj the R$es tatd by the Hindes efthifeidy 
thsjeeJUrremt^, ntr tmake vpf lovd tiU 
hefleAJe, 

I chMfgejtu^c'^Scc the famd words 
opened ,}phap. ». 7. The Church char- 
geth all ha da%hters , all her tnembcrs, 
to take heedj kft by their undifi:reet dea- 
ling,or any wicked pnuftifcjthcy ftkr6 op 
the tie^hbouf Pi^fice^ 6f Syria aiid £- 

rpt s not to difturb the peace of the 

htffch, vnA Co provoke Chrift agalne to 
leave them defolate ; which though fd- 
fin and MeneUus and AUimus broke t, yet 
theytrevailed not ib &r^ but Chtift was 
ftflt fOBod in the teihpte of the &fthfb!l 
till his coming in the flefli. 

Whi is this that tithith •«# if the ^il- 
derneffe Ukefiiats0ffmidli,perfmedi»ith 
tmrrh atidfrankincenfe , with Ml powders ef 
tUmmhMtf 

wh» h ihii ihM tmeth m ^the nat-^ ' 

derm(fif.'}T\^'»» dtfciip^iih of fth 
BOftifi ^ am( of ttM Ghwftb gathered 6 
his Midiftfi^ kl 1^ wildetthe^: whic 
ii fee forth, 

Fkft. % ttM admkatioii aik! inqoi^ 
tiv«nefleof^trotdSyftagogiae after hit 
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and his baptifmc : Who is this that com- 
mcth, or arifcth ^ &c. which was fulfil- 
led I : to whom the Jcwcs fcnt Priefts 
and Lcvitcs to askc him. Who art thou i 
and all men riiufed whether hce were not 
the Chrift. 

Secondly , by the place of his arifing, 
and the Church with him, in the wilder- 
BciTe ». 

Thirdly, by the manner of arifing^Uke 
pillars of fmoakc, which, 

Firfl, arifeth from fire , as the Chiurh 
arofc from zcale and fervency of fohm 
I Miniftery. 

Secondly , afcendeth on hijgh , as the 
propagation of this Church did , even to 
Jerufalcm «. 

Thirdly , fills the countrey , as the 
Church did with rumour and increafe of 
it^ 

Fourthly , by the excellent fragrancy 
and fweetnefle of the graces thereof pcr- 
frimpdp, preferving from putre&dion: 
fiichi was the powerfriU zcale of ^Im 
and his Miniftery , ftron^ly fragrant as 
Myrrh ^ and preferving his hearers from 
Pharifaicall hypocrifie : Frankincenfe is 
of like ftrong fragrancy, and of chiefe ufe 
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in making of the holy Inccnfe "^ 5 by 
which prayer was fignificd % to intimate 
the fragrancy and fervency of his pray- 
ers,who taught all his difciples to pray f. 

Witff a/lfotpders of the merchant. '^ To 
wit 5 perfomed with the fweet graces of 
God , c filled with the holy Ghoft a- 
bovc all Prophets , yea , above all that 
were bome of women u j whence alfo 
hec fcafoned all foits of his hearers with 
graces and diredions fit for their feverall 
callii^s ^. 

Fifthly^ by the dodrine of ^oht^ who 
exprefly preached the Lord Jefus mani- 
feftedintheflefli. • 

Behold his hed which is Solomons^ three- 
fiore vdidnt men are about it ^ of the valiant 
oflfrael.-} 

Behold his bed which is Sokmons.ythis 
Dofirine the Church of that time recei- 
ved and belceved : In which Dot^rbe, 
that firft Church firft dilcemed and be- 
lceved^ 

Firft , the Temple of Chrifts body 5 
for the bed y was taken 5 as alfo it is here, 
for the Temple, which was the type of 
Chrifts body 3c. 

NoWjthis as gf^i&» pointed «, Behold the 
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LamhefGod^ as here icisfaid, 5^)^/^ , 
bed. This Temple it is the Temple 
S^Umm^ of Chrtft y in him the Goat 
dwelleth bodily* 

Secondly, theguardof Ai^dlsat 
ding k^to prevent the feare of Hitods 
mity and others. 

Thirdly , the mafker of his humar 
verfe 9. King Solemm made himfd 
Couch 3 the word may bee tranil 
GoKh or Couch : dus latter I ra 
take^partly for the Etymologe ofAf^ 
)V. j9/to be fh&fiili as the brides M 
aind paidy lor agreement with ttKT Ibi 
word bed, ver.j. 

No earthly father, bat Chrifl b] 
owne Spirit made hb own body, anc 
own bed in his mothers womb i; 

Foluti^,the matter of it, the woo 
Lebanon, for the Virgin M»y dwi 
Naaarcth of Galilee at thefiooiof 
banon*^ 

• As Solomons Temple , the typ 
Chrifts body , was madeof die woo 
Lebanon, the ccdur which is fiiMli 
corruption) fo was the body of Cl 
found fron\ feeing corruption k. 

Fifthly, the ornamentsof it ^ wl 
were, ^ 
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Firft, partly his offices : 

1 . Prieftly ^ as pillars of filvcr abiding 
the fire of Gods wrath, and pure as filvcr 
tried in the fire» 

2. Prophetically delivering us a word 
precious as gold, even as fine gold ^. 

3. Kingly> whence it is lai<^ vcrfc 10. 
The €§vtring ffft§ffmfk , the royall or- 
mnfMnt of Kings. 

Secondly, partly, the aiSedtion where- 
in he undertQoke and executed tbefeo^ 
ces, \wt of the dau^htecs of Jerufalem, 
va^xo. Att tbefe ^itdedareth (°« 

Secondly ,l^e exhoiteth and ftiiredi 
up the fiwrniill to behold, 

Firft,Chrift». 

Secondly »<^ Th€ m^aments vfhepumHh his 
tmtlw^ a^mmdhimiii^th dsf cfbistfpm- 
fals. The day of his dpouials was f^ 
day when God theFathcnrcootraAed him 
with fihe Church * j whence after hee is 
called the t^^ioome ' , and ^#^» the 
BridqRcoomes ftiend >• his Di&iples 
the childneii of the Biidewchanoher : 
And the Church heacefbrwacd in this 

IBooke is caUed the Spoufe ^ not before. 
Tbe nmne whtrewHh hss mother ermmd 
bhn , is the teftimony of Chrifis fove- 
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raignty , which ^ohn and the fi 
gave him ^. 

Firfi of the eflate of the Charch m 
the Maccabees. 

Fitft, this doth teach us with v 
tent wee arc to come before Goc 
publicke AiTemblies , namehr, t 
Chrift the love of our fpuks 5 
ihew our fine garments , wantc 
gaze at beauties ; liot to fatisfie tl 
or ftiends/or £i(hions fake , but t< 
Chrift inftru^ng us in tempt 
Some come to catch fomethin| 
Chrift to entrap him ^ &c.. but i 
duty to come unto him , as a Sp 
her Husband, for feed 5 fo we mui 
to Chrift) that heemavcaft the 1 
grace into our foules , tnat we ma 
forth fruit unto him. 

Secondly , this lets us fee the c 
able cftate ot the Church 5 ftiec i 
joyced in the prefence and feIlo\;« 
Cnrift, and couldfay, "^ Mj be 
mine^ and lam his^ now feekes hin 
where^and with much difficulty i 
guiiht. And fo it is oft. with ev< 
member of the Church , as wee n 
itvfis with Davii'^ :Co it is no\ 
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our brethren beyond the fcas , whom 
you might have commended a yeare or 
two agoe 5 and have found Chrift there ^ 
but now he is gone , fhec feckes him but 
findes him not : Sec the Church of God 
fometimc cnjoyes all the ordinances of 
God , fometimes none •, fo a Chriftian 
foule ibmerimes hath Chrifts left hand 
under her head ^ and his right hand to 
embrace her , foone after dice findes him 
not fb. Wee muft not condemne the 
Church for this 5 for they that are ten- 
derly beloved of Chrift may fometimes 
feeke him and not finde him. 

Thirdly , this may comfort fuch as | iKc 3 
feeke Chrift in all his ordinances: they 
Ihall either finde him in them ^ or^ iifter 
the ufe of them > in fome unespeAcd or 
extraordinary help. The Church here 
I that found not Chrift in the Temple, nor 
in the Afiemblies and recourfe of Chrifti- 
an people , nor in conference with the 
Priefts, found him foone after in an un- 
expeded and extraordinary help, even 
I ^i^ss Maccaheut ^ verfo 4, for mdeed it 
I was extraordinary for the tribe of Levi 
I to take lip the Sword and Scepter^ which 
1 indeed belonged to ^udah: fo ^^^^^^ 
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P4 Why Cbrift ^meti$ms kdes him^. C 



iirc4« 



ufej, 



when ordinary mcancs fatle, God wi 
found in extraordinary: Whofoever 
would finde Chrift, suid iecke him c 
where, they (hall furely finde faime 
in his ordinances, or out of chcm« 

Fourthly , this lets us fee the tSk 
nate cleaving of fuch to Chrift^asi 
long fought him and not found hk 
at laft :fuch lay hold on him , and 
not let him fgoe , wrfe 4. wtiKh is 
Reafon why Chrift fomethnes 1 
himfelfefrom us, diat wee m%htl 
him the more diligendy ^ and , ha 
found him , cleave to him more fled 
ly ^ and this Godlookesfor at the fa 
of his. 

Fifthly , this doth exhort Chnf 
that live among bad neighbours to ' 
the morecircumfpe^y^ atsche dai^ 
of Jerufalem are herecharged xspon 

to doe^vcr. 5 . being betweene the Sy 
and Egyptians. It is a cha^e give 
the Church to her daughters^to take: 
diey ftirre not up her love, nor an 
ChrifktiUhepieafe. 
Two Reafons aie givenfbr ic 
Ffffl^ it may provdce Chti^ 
anotbet tfti&c \s^^ 









:^h . ;. Ft4rfuU Chriflums lut t9 be i&fimraged. $y 

vhich will not be good for it. 

Secondly, in regard of f eareftiU Chri- 
tians , for they will ftart away ^ many 
ire willing to come into the Church, but 
f the profeffion of Chrift be trouble- 
bme and hot, they will not abide it: 
herefbre this charge is needfull that wee 
nay walke holilv , that Chrift be not 
Hrredup, nor tnefe fearfull Chtiftians 
iifcoura^. See this handled, chsf.%. 

Thus fane the firft part, inthetime 
of the Mmcmts : Now, 

Stcmidify ifthi efiate rfthe cbmeh 
^ in Jckitk Bt^ttift's time. 

Thisisfirfttoihewus, that God can 
laife up a Church ev<m in the wilder- 
Mfire,to the admin^on of obfervers : and 
{b hc^ can raiie up our neighbour Chur'* 
ches, now broi^ht to a witdemefle. 
This may comfort us in regard of them % 
for though they benow deictttt, ytt we 
mavhopea time wiU come wiien they 
flsu^ rife againe. 

Sec€»dfy,leehere is a pot of the duty 
of andent Chriftians , oocio maiigne tfaie 
Bfacescf God in fSholk tiifltcome after 
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Whs^grsees reqmfite in a Mhuft&. 



Vcrfetf. 

* Luke J. 



/ 



that Cometh oin$fthc mldemeffe lik 
afftmake , ftrfiimed mth Mfrrh am 
iince»Je,^c. 

u& |. Thirdly ^ this fhewes what gi 

graces are moft requifite in arM 
and doe moft adorne him , even 2 
his Minifteiy , and fervency in j 
and all fbtcs of fweet graces to 
and direft all forts of his people i 
feverall callings^as ^ohn did *^ wh 
people came and faid , WhatfhaUti 
He mftvered and JMil^ He that hafh in 
let him impart t0 him that hath !t$n^ 
Sofobn was perfumed with gra 
all men : for men muft not come \\ 
Minlftery with judgement and k 
alone^fortbefe may come from c 
but th^mufi: come pafum^ wr 
cts^ tokcepthemfclves* and: other 
putrdadHon ^ yea , they muft lab< 
thofc graces which willgivea ftroi 
tafavc themfelve$ and others. 

^ Fourthly^ diis fhewes us the Ma 

and Godheadof Chrift vOjriftshi 
nature is the temple^ or bed whox 
Godhead refteth bodily ^ and the 
head made this temple or bed fbi 



ufcr. 

II, ra. 

Prtl.14.7. 

1^,17. 



Rcr.f.ii. 

ft 7-1 1. 
UCc6. 



Vcrfe 10. 



Clu$. AlithingsneedfiiffmCiriJt. py 

fifthly , fee here tht piroccj^lon and 
^dianccthe Aiigc1$ give to Chrift) and 
mhiffl to the Church and all his mem- 
brtS)Ver.7,8. 

Siscthly ) wee may here fee in Chrift |hXi*.i4. 
whftfoever is behooved! for all our 
falvadons. In Regard of his Piidlly of- 
fice hce is purete fitver, to cleaitfe our 
fmiiurity » ailid to abidii die fire : In 
rc^rd of his Propheticali office hee is 
precious as gold y co mrich ourpoverty : 
In regard dF liis ROysdl and Kii^iy of* 
fice^JM k ^ndasas purple,andcloached 
with it, to a^MlAie our foafeneffe : His 
heart, 0^ midddft^is even paved with lo^ 
of us : His heart is ab he»th<for (bthe 
woi^figriifidAi) wheieondie fire of his 
love towards \& buitieth continually ^ let 
us then love the LwdTefus againe, aitti 
leteivc the feeds md ffUks of his grace, 
and then diall wee fct his heart flaming 
n^tfalovetous: and then whatfoever be- 
fidts, biMdflied, wme> captinrity, 6rc. att 
coMes fraittilove $ his whole hean«par 
^widik)^. 

SevieHichhr , let -«s tike up; ourjuft7. 
dio^gjteaM n»eiUtatittQsaboat'C%^ I 
ktnsgfae fetch aikrixhold liiiavSecMsl 
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WefrnfigtveimrfelvestoChri^, Ch.3. 
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abundant graces fill 'our empty ;foules. 

ulc 8 . Eighthly , if thou beefl: a daughter of 

Sion> thou art contra&ed to Chnft'is: and 
know it by this ^ Doft thou read his let- 
ters i art uiou delighted with theta i and 
doft thou rejoyce to fpeake to him j^ne 
by prayer< If thou doft,it may be the joy 
of thy heart, for thy cftate is good.. 

uft ^. Laftly , this doth exhort us all to give 

up our felves as fpoufes toChrift^and that 
with all gladnefle of heart j (ince he is af- 
fe^ed to us , who yet hath nothing from 
us but'debts and beggery : and they that 
do give themfelve$ upcoGhrift^need not 

far wanting comfbrt^for no fpoufea flidl 
nde fuch comfort as they » Shall hst be 
glad to have us , a company of bcggers : 
yea, as I may fay, a company of d^hs < 
And was it the gladnefs of his heart to be 
efpoufed to us , which Was when his Far 
ther contra(5i:ed him to us , and, fliall wee 
think it a day of deading to fet our feet in* 
to Chrifts biedtr All the merchants caimoc 
fet forth our e^cellenc v , when hec ihdl 
pay all our debts^and acforn us widi all his 
graces^thcrefore kt u^ go fbrth,^uidbring 
him home to us, yTfieihali then fuidk.him 
comfortable to us imhe day of ^Aipufals. 

the' 
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opened 2nd explained; 
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BEbold , thou art faire tnj hve^ behold, tbou art 
faire^ thou haft doves eyes within thy lock^s :'tby 
haire is as aflo^k^of gmts , that off core from mount 
Gilead. r ' 

2 Thy teeth arelikf aftkkjof Jheep that are evhi 
P^orn^wbicb came uf from the wafhing.-wbereof every 
one beare twinSy and none k barren among them* 

3 T^y Ufl are Ukg a thread ef fcartet, ixni thy 
ffeech it comely :tby temfles are lil^ afiece ofafblhe- 
granate wtbin tbylock^. . 

4 7% mck^ if likf to the tower ofVavid, biiilded 
for an armory y whereon there hang a thdufani^.Mck^ 
krs^ alljbieUs of mighty meri. 

'y V>ytm breafls are like two yoiing Roe^^' that 
i are twins ^ which feed among the lillies. 
j' .. .... G2 feDiCoSX: 
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102 The church fairt in Chrfffstim^ Ch.4. 



a Mac.4. 
* Mat. i^. 
Luke 19. 
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c Mac. II. 

19. 

d John 11. 

1Q»1I. 

e John IX. 



1 



Secondly , the death of Chrift filing 
out in her time^verfe 6. 

Beholdythou drtfaire.^ Faire twice re- 
peated implies y by an ufuall H^raifme, 
that fhe Kvas very rair : and beloved twice 
repeated) argues her eminent beauty was 
very confpicuous •, fuch was the eftate of 
the Church gathered by his Minifteiy 
and flocking after him . 

Fird) it was faire and beautifullspartly 
in her flocking after him ?. , 

Secondly , leaving all to follow him, 
^ hanging upon his mouth^and wondring 
at the'^cious words and deeds coming 
froramm. : 

r. Secondly, in his both, 
Firft, prefence with her, as her light ^. 

^ Scco(idly , deckii^ of her by his Mi- 
nifteiy, 

: This beauty of the Church was Well 
kpawoe, yet ought to have beene bettw 

obfcrved:' .. . ' 

Firft of all , by the children of wife- 
domec. :. . . ^ 

Secondly,' of allthe^Grcekts, even 
ftrangers « of the Pharifces and Eldcr&. 
Thou haft dwts ejts within thy hfkip.'] 

Doves (ais before, Chof.j^.iy.) are noted. 
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Firft, for their chaftnefle. 

Secondlyjoadiing of tncleannefle^biit 
there is withall in their eyes, 

i.Clcanneflc. 

^. Simplicity. 

This implies that the Church at that 
time, 

V\x9i\ faw more dearely fundiy truths 
about Chrift then the Fathers had done f, 
or the prefent Govemours 6. 

Secondly > was of a fimple and inho- 
cenl4o6ke and demeanour^. 

Thirdly, looked with achafte eye,a& 
terGhrift alone '« 

Fourthly , loathed die uncleannefle of 
Phari£iicail fuperftitions k, 

WHhin thy hcks.'} For their knowlec^e, 
though ckarcin many thii^, yet perdeiv 
ved not fundry plaine points : as, 

Fhil, Oie Deathand Refurredion of 
Chrift 1; 

Secondly , the leaven of the Phari- 
fcesoH 

As the eye within lockes of haire is 
hinditfd from difccimtng thii^ lying 
open (before it. 

ThfJfmreas^flpckeofgoats that affeare 
fir0mpmntGilead.2 _ . 

G /L N?tiv^o' 

»- ■■ — . ^ m 
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Mat«i6»tf^ 
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1 04 chrifiuait bom CA^d baire dudgtats, Ch^. 
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Hairc , though it hang loi^ upon the 
head, yet it may in time either, / 

Firft,fallontfclfc. 

Secondly , bee cut pff: fo were the 
common Chriftians of ^chac time Cas it 
were)htirc, 

1. For multitude. 

2. Hanjgingon Chrift tbcHegd^ 

3. Filing m«iyG^thwi fww hiw: 
Fu-ft| either of themfclye$ «^QF^ 
S«c5»idly, cut off l^ thepi^^i^of 

the b Priefts : hence it vm thst Jc^fM 
not coQioiit himfeliS^tQ them c, 

Firft, to^^lf^iiblelhensfelv^ 
panics ^ fo did the people gatlwr afyoi 
Chrift. 

Secondly, to be without a 
as this people were>^« 

Thirdly, to feed ajBumpoflP, VM^dbat 
fbmewhat datw;erou{ly,upon roclc^. 

So the peo|de canoe from &ixeta)Kar 
Chrift e, and were in danger for fepsl^ 
fJoh.^»i|onhimf. 

Verfe a. I Th Uetb m like 4 fUckt of fkcif tlht m 
even v>ome^whicb came up frem the P4jbiMjg.\ 
whereof every one hem twins , Mdmntis 
hsnen among^ them. ] 
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4. The Apfiks dU ^umII, 
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The ibecp whereto theCe teeth are like- 
ned, are iet forth, 

V'ttft, by their even-fliomnefle. 

Secondly, by their deannelG:, comii^ 
up fir<^ the wafliiiig. 

Thirdly, by their fwtRAaeOcy Every 
ttu hi»geth firth twins, mm bdrrtn, 

Ficft, even fee, none jgnuog out. 

Secc!CKUy,vrbtteanaaeane« 

Thirdly, each aofwerfog to bis fellow 
in tba other jaw ft iionewafitiiig»as icisa 
milistotheteenitobc. Tfaetcethare 
tiKh M chew the meat ; <uid pnpaxe i£ £«■ 
the reft of the bodys fucb a that Church 
wcte the APQftk»» ivhcNn our Saviour 
caiUs a Ifctk dock ( a they were all, 

Fq^, ^venfc^, and even fliocne, none 
burftii^ QUChey^ his idAowes : t^trs 
fupreniKy ftretched not bcymad the reft 

ottbeApo^UesV 
Thecwdiof ifloocent flicep are even 

fet : They chat have tuihesi longer then 

d«M)^teetbaimhMitftiU and ravenous 

beaft;^) asDogs l^apRs, Lions, &c. Ten 

of the Apoftks dipihine^ the motiimof 

fufNfcmaey^ 

$e<x>ndly, came up issm^btuHxp- 

, ana therefive when itidM fell «• 
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g Luke 1% 



h Mai. i€. 

red with 
Joh>so.ft| 
icMaf.it 
iS. Mac. 

20.19, If. 

Mark lo. 
Luke %%. 
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toS The»Mmri9ftheAf$ftftstUlirim. 
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I. 
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17,1 «. 
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dway^ thqfmu(l:neei£'Iapplyhi 

out of the number of (uch as had 

nucd with them fcom Johns Baptii 

. Secdftdlyy they were futable ea 

to his feUow . and therefore the i 

"wcreftnc dot by couples'^. ^ 

But efi)eeiaUy thc|r were fhiit 

ig«(Mnemiu^ lambs eo Ct 

e letenty returned' with 

dirift t ; aiid Sittan is faki to fell^ 

fpona heayeft'befbire i)iesi like ligl 

' f^l» is eoimHf t tbf teiMief sreliki 

ffeecbis ehhify.^ Both ^auyki^ d 
Very or utterance of ttwlDoAriQe 
Churth atttet time^ Which was, 
•: Vkft^mhicaid^ikaietjitemif 
plump or fwelliii^ witti human 
quence, but fayouriri^ofPtflier-^ 
nuityafldfimpUdty; ; 

Sec6QdIy, ios a thread of {carlec 1 

(barlet or purple is ^ nrlncdy and 

weaiVj ibthm Dodxioe was, 

Fiiitjtouching the kingdom ofhe 

. 'Se<^Q«td}yylh6u^ iehder , yet < 

I dyed in grune vn$:Vk Y<y}^^ lih.\<( 






I Ch.4. Minifiers how like PamegrM4tes. 
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authority of the Spirit of God. - 1 

ThytemfUs are like a piece of Pm^gra^ 
nau mthin thy IcckesJ] Temples of the 
hjcad arc they by which the whole body 
watcheth or reftcth ^ they are fuch there- 
fore as watch oVcr the body-^ and for it. 
The Pomegranate was 6f much ufe in 
the old Tabernacle and Temple : ^Amms 
coat was hampd with Pomegranates and 
Bells 5 Bells for found of IX^rinc; and 
Prayer^Pomegranates for reftrainijpg and 
healing the diftempers and^eales ot the 
people. Pom^ranates are* commended 
oyFerMliusf^ 
Firftjfor repfeffii^ the heat of ^holer. 

2 .Iht mal^ity, rotte(ioe(re,and acrir 
mony of feavers. ; 

3 .The lioofcneffe of thebdly . 
Secondly y for ^comforting and 

ftrengthnin^ the ftomacke and towcIs^ 
to the keeping backe all fainting ^. This 
office, the EcdefiafticaUgovernours of 
the Church doe perfoicme to it ^they r<[^ 
preffe the hdat of Mings out anw^ 
brethren, the notorious abu^ the loofe* 
neffe, or diftemperedneflcof the people •, 
they comfort the feeble, and binde up the 
weake, and are therefore fitly refeniblcd , 
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Fmthssfin$ig in ChriH. Ch«4. 
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* Mat. 8. 
to. flic If. 
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Iby Pom^;raflates, ^ea, by apieceof a 
Pomegtanate : for it is not die wfatde -bo- 
dy otthe Pom^ianate that doch this ^ 
bat it, brdcen in pieces, byhis juiceand 
rinde is tnedidnaole. 
* Withm th hekeM,"} Jkcaxdk thoudi 
Chrift eftabfiihed Difctpline^aiiddim- 
vvxcdittodie Clmrchin histiiiici'jyct 
icwasBotifilpl^ed^ norflKwed kwk 
ia •pen oeearfion tUl after his ReTune- 

IrhefKckeisdnt part that )oyaeth rhead 
and body toectber « now ihat v^hidi 
joyneth Chimand his Cfamcfa tagciiMr, 
is our Faith :vHiich Faith in fome of tbe 
members of that Church hi Cbrlfb 
time, was ob&rved to bee Ibodgand 
gnsi^*imidt\iaeSotck herefidy octal' 
paired to die tower ciJ>svUy ^m\jt9* 
m§rj^ (wfacscdi weereid) iwkrtmtkm 
hmljtti M flmfuti haeHefs^ M JkitUi^ 
wHffUj mm* It feemcs UMwySr m^j^icyi 

men hanged op ihdr flaeUls in duB Ar-' 
mory 9%ati& times of wasie jand foid 

like manner all the Worthies of Ifiad I 
all the fiiithfttU befwe Chrift, h»ged 
cheir fludds of faith upon Chrift , io 
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whomthe fiudt of his QmciKifasa^a I; 
ftrong Arnioiy\ Paidii8:nocfi9>iinid>' *iUi.n. 
atDwerofftitngthiitkibtfe,»iaClifift '^ 
whom it apprelKndceh. 

Tebfstmhni^s m>e Uke tmymig Ittes Vcde s* 
tbM 4re twimies , which feed Mimg-ikt 
Uties, 

Xhf tm^knt^iMe Uke tw^yemig taes 
tkuwt tmim m.^Thc bieafts give niUge-r. 
now the l»«aib; that give mXkt to dw 
Chivd^riieiihcefctmfllee fif ^woid, |{t 
are the MinfterS', vAuds bk- the Cbixdiv 
of Chr^tline were 6t(t ^Aic AfoEd»i 
forondly)^ thefevemj^ :and are tbeiefo 
lieiecalIodtwi»1>i«aib^bothasRdies, 
,bccai|& noitycd^tbiaf^ cmaifli^^iMfr 
jwithin «U the people of the Jewes ^ fiijer 
Roes ftay not kM^ in aplate: And biotti 
as twins, bccaiife of eqiudl oonmifiao, 
bdne both (ent alike lothe whole honfe 
of luae^ tiMMgh) afier tie Itofinedjdiu' 

die Apoftles conaniifiM was cnhugea 
litithcr then that of the feven^. 

Wifidk fied M m itg de 1Hlks.j I^ fkey 
wtie fax not oorif amofw; i£t Goiniesi 
opSiinaritsHiS)tntJnioii(i|i, 

Fiifir^tbeloffiMpoftfaehoiifeof %m^^ 
Ifiad. ^ *^'* 
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\ i;Secoiidly,itbetnie-l 
iUSbedoftfaelfratijtes./ , v 

jCheliliies, -• , .y^yj-^r- 

i T<iVr%iibriiieir^hiteiid(e«idpui 

jlttfcOWO^. V r.\ v.; . f \,i;:,'*, 

I Secondly, for their amkblenefle 

^^ 3 Th(Kis|!iii*ai the Ji^ ^f th( 
' bceakciijiriii;^ and the ifaados 
c^icjitt iOfiremonieiivalii^ 

did ^liountl,? -{; ic .-'c: .•:;x7 iK^ .*:;: 

T^SOk^'OfAlhk^f. : i >j*hctei U 
,}Sec6ttdijipci0Mfgo(haS:iae^l in 

ttKhiS iOrnCtf tf ;the flvKkwres o 
jUif^iuBK];stiul£Qi%theai j'^abol 
them. ,'< in>v>V » ..; --h ,' 

beJdBd3n4{(ibgdmtiig)ja^ widi-fud 

Chrift himfelj^cjatkis ieisk vras to 

SuiT^i' i I»ocflCLidbalitoeiC^£|l^ lUfucH^aiOi 

:^ / xx>c prevented t^ vranecu Be,€dbs. 
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ZhJ^ KtfentMee mikes fimms MHohU. - i x i 

Kiffion of Chrift was a facrifice of a 
Weet fiiiellii^ favour to God^and there- 
icMTC die place thereof is fitly called the 
Mftifffain of Mjrrh^^ndHttt rfFrankincenft-^ 
]K>isgh Qtherwife dhe mountain of Myrrh 
rasj well be mount Calvvy ^ or Gol- 
;ouu^ the placeof his death : and. the hill 
of Fiankincenfe mount Olivet^ in regard 
of tus Afcenfion into Heaven ^ yea, even 
Heaven it felfe, whither he:afcemied,may 
be well called thehiU of Frankiof enfe for 
r^rfcctncfle, 

Thisfirft doth teacfaiustij^tl Church ufei. 
rii^betoutifitUin Godstlghc^^ough 
:oiuifting, 

Brft^ofme^peribns. * 7^; - 

Sea3^y> of fuch as were l^ctimcs 
iQt0rious oficndets^ as Publkans and 
iarlots: and from henccj . . j. . 

Tfift) po(»e people. 

. ScG^^y^finners, yea^ ugly Qmer^ 
x> be exhort to itpentanceaqd ifckiog' 
liter Omfl : It makes them tri4y amiabk 

in Cbnfb eyest-^ though othcrwifc in 
themfelves never fo meancandfotde. 

From hence atfo PQore fiooers may 
take comfort $ though loaden.with the I 
teofe; -of d]^> deformities v tbe« VGkV 



^tm^m 



mHmf^mm 



,m^t^immt 



111 HmllmiftmfmUheksvetheif^lvuj 



mt 



tmtmmm^ 



mam 






. 



• •• 



Chriftseyes ait vtxy beiutifldL 
Froni hence aifo the Sepatadfl 
learne y that fiotwidiftandii^ man 
fcs ki thdr Tcai^heis. ct cmers 
Chureh , « the Sct»ei and Pb 
whom die |)ieo^ weie to heare, 3 
Churdi may be deaomiaaeed no 
bettnr part vety firfre , a$ « he 
wheat,'cik)Ugh cioverttl over witb 
ctiflee of didfe. 

Second^, <^ <My ^>^^b ^^ 
howtoftame themficlves to be ai 

irtGodsfigfil^vto. 

' fif#«r w.canyidg :tlieitifel<^es 4 

whh their Diethien. 

SecondIy,by ^fegnftfftlidr hcsai 
fii^ by (lie fRMierol^mpafiiie. 

T^t%^ ft«ttfiifaiefl^an(t&j 
ne(!e in their Miaillfefy;^ 

Fouithly, by no€itSt^&ag canuii 
ffaOi&S . W gneioos and detip 
powerfiolfttieitince ^ for fweyingi 
of hfMfeuieitifdditie make mensn 
log ftcAFM Chtift (asitwertOit l4i 
lipc Minifies; 

Fifthly; by feftiaiflitigabdei« 
ftocevtttioiigftilie people ,uid ft£«i 
iiii^g«ilcMlibithfgtlie ftet^ mine 
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Sixthly, by; feeding thcirpeopic with 
* fincerc milkc , and not being dric 
nilrfcs* 

Seventhly y. by taking moft delight in 
converfing among lillics , thpy: well-af- 
feded people ^ though feeking alfo to 
winne all , aiid therefore fometimes con- 
verfing with them as the Phyficians a- 
mong the fickc. 

^ This may teach Ecclefiafticall Cover- 
nours their office in the former vertues of 
the Pomegranate , torepreflcthe.heatof 
abu£es,the loofenefs and difl:enu)eredne{Ie 
of the people , to fcpmfort the feeble, and 
binde up the Weakfe, &c. 

Fourthly, this may teach the people 
how to approve themfelves to Chrift , in 
l€k>kitkg after Chrift in knowledge , flm- 
plicity, chaftity of Ipirit, loathing fuper-* 
ftitions , and places of bad refort. 

K^^icis utvemunt ad Candida teCia Co- 
lumba. 
. Thou feeft how Pigeons. take their 
flight. 

To houfes that be faire and white. 

For , wh^t (hould Ghf iftians doe in 
filthy Tavernfes, Ale-houfes,Stews, &c. 
in furef^ of faith rooting and buil- 
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ding thcmfclves upofl Chrilfi. , 

Thou art all faire my leve; there a n&^di 
wthee.2 In thefe words wee have a ae* 
fcription oftheeftafcoCthc Church loon 
after Chrifts afcenfion , gathered and 
birilt up by the Miniftery of the Apoftlcs, 
which they caUthe Apoftolfck or primi- 
tive Church. 

This Church is here fct forth, 
Firft, by her complcat beauty, her fiill 
I fkirenefle, verfj. 

Secondly ^by Chrifts callii^ her to be-^ 
hold the calling of the Gentiles, a;er.8. 

Thirdly, by the raviftiing beauty of a 
fitter Church at that time : 

1. In one of her eyes. \ r 

2. One chainc of her neck6 J '^^/•^• 
Fourthly, by hej? love , which is fet 

forth , - 

I . By the faitenefleof it^ 

1 . By the fwectncfle of it a-^ verfi o. 
bove wine. . S 

Fifthly,by the flowingneJfTeJwettoefTe, 
and wholfomnefle of her dodbinc, v. n. 

Sixthly, by the fmcll of bit garments, 
like that of Lebanon, wr* i k • 

Tlfou art faire.^ The fairenelfe of the 
Church was acknowledged before, but I 
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never till flow the pcrfcd fairciieflre. All 
ci^gldatfeirehdTe or beauty ftandcth ia 
theft three things: 

Fjrft^in the integrity of all the parts and 
members of the body-, for if any be wan- 
tifife it'ft a mfeimcd, a blerairtied body. 

Secondly^ in the Symmetry, or fit pro-- 
portiott of all the members one to ano- 
ther. 

I'hirdlyj in the good complexion, or 
colour of them all. Look what parts are 
requi^tc for the- cohipleat integrity of a 
faire Church ^they are all found in the A- 
poftolick Church in comely proportion 
of beauty 5 for look, 

Firft^ at their dodrine, and it was, 

1 . Free from all errbur, fo farre as it 
was difpenfcd by the Apoftlcs , Pro- 
phets, Evangelifts of that time "^^ who 
likewife fuflfcred no weeds of falfe do- 
iShinc to grow under them * ^ 

2. Their doiftrine was compleat, even 
the whole counfell oFCod t. 

5. It was difpenfcd in powcrfull fim^ 
plicity *. 

Secondly, look at their wodhip, and 
you may fee, 

I. The purity of Gods otdrnty^ts^A 
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without mixture of humane inventions*. 

2. Order, decency, edificaiion 'of all 
aimed at in all the duties adminiftredi) . ' 

3 . Fervency and frequency in prayer * 
andfafting. '- 

Thirdly, looke at their Chriftian cjam-. 
munion, and you may fee, >' 

1 . Their unity one with another *. . 

2. Love , and large-heartedncffe one 
towards another t, efpecially to their Mi- 
nifters*. 

Fourthly > looke to their Diicipline, 
and you may fee the Apoftles, Prophets, 
Evangelifts, Presbyters, Paftors^ Teach- 
ers, firft^ teaching ^ fecondly, exhordng ; 
thirdly, ruling ; and all by, firft, preach- 
ing •, fccondly, writing 5 thirdly , private 
conference ^ fourthly , good examples : 
(No* Churches unprovided of Prcsby- 
tcrsjin the plurall number *•) 

Thirdly , the Deacons providing for 
the poore, jiif. 6. 3 • — 6. ; 

Fourthly , both forts chofen by the 
Church,^(^,6.3,5, 

Fifthly , Excommunications difpcnfcd 
upon weighty occafions, and with great 
reverence,and with good fucceflc. 

Sixthly 5 Synods impofing no other 
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but ncccfTary things>either in themfelvcs, 
or for the prefent ufe of the Churchy 
ASfs 1^.26. 

This comely frame and order of the 
Church Foul beholding^ joyed in it*. 
The Church was now called a Spoufe 
after Chrift had taken our nature upon 
him. 

Come with me from Lebanon^ (my SPoufe) 
mth meefrom Lebanon : Ipoke from the top 
ofAmana^ from the top ofShenirandHer- 
mon^froni the Lions dens^om the mountains 
of the Leopards. 

Come mth me from Lebanon.'] It is a fa- 
mous hill in the \ittermoft border of Ifrael 
north ward:>f;ffii4i^4 a hill more northward 
on the weft of Syria, looking into Syria, 
Mefopotamia^Cilicia^ & all Afia the lefs. 

Hermon andShenir.'] Two names of the 
fame hill^though happely given to divers 
parts, called alfo Syrion or Sien * . 

The Lions dens and momtatnes* of the 
Leopards.'] Jerufalemf and the Temple 
in our Saviours time was made a den of 
theeves and robbers j but in the Apoftles 
time J after the Afcenfion , the Rulers 
;rew more fierce and cruell , fpilling.the 
loud of Stephen^ and making havocke of 



»-:*• 



*Deut. ^ 
9.&4«48. 

t Mat: If. 

Mar. 1 2. 

17. 
Luke 19. 

4^. 






"•«*"t" 



1 1 8 Chrrft hath removes f&r his church. Ch,4. 



*Aa.xr. 

i8, — 20. 

tAa.M. 
II. 



—24. 




the Church : So then^inthis verfe^Chrift 
calls his Church ot the Chriftianjew^s, 
Firft, to behold from Lebarumy Herman^ 
I Amana^ the Church of the Gentiles ga- 
thered in Antioch^ Pheme, Cyrene^ Cyprus^ 
&c. 

Secondly , to come out from thofe 
dens of ravenous perfecutors at ]erufa- 
lem 5 and to prepare her fclfe to dwell 
among the Gentiles. Upon the perfccu- 
tion of &tefhtr^ the faithful! wandrcd in- 
to thefe parts, and preached the Gofpell 
partly to the Jewes , andi after to the 
Gentiles alfo * 5 whereupon great num- 
bers of the Gentiles beleevcat: Which 
when tydings thereof came to Jerufalem, 
it was as the voice of GhriftcaUkigthe 
Church of Jerufalem to (end BarMMs to 
them, to fee the Churches there and to 
eftablifh them '^. Afterwards when the 
Church of the Gentiles increafcd in 
number and grace , and the fewcs in- 
creafed and grew up in blafphcmyand 
rage againft the Gofpdl , Chrift called 
his Cfiiurch at Jerufalem to leave thofe 
dens and mountaines of Lions aiui Leo- 
pards. 

Mjftfitr. 3 This iraplieth that Chrift 

WQW( 
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nowfpcakdh-tiottothe mother Church 
of the Jewcs, but to a fiftcr Church, the 
Church of the Gentiles ; fuch a fifter as is 
alfoa fpoufc, a true Church , now firft 
called a fifter by reafonoftheacceffion 
of the Church of the Gentiles. 

Thot4 haft ravifhed my heart, myftlfer, wy 
(poufe, then haft ravifhed my heart with one 
of thine eyesymth one chdne of thy neck. 

thou haft ravijhed my heart, thou haft ra- 
vijhedmj heart J} This implies that Chrift 
was overcome exceedingly with the love 
of the Church: for fuch repetitions im- 
frfy^ in the Hebrew Phrafe, a fuperlative 
excellency. 

This Church fo affeding Chrift was 
Jntiockjtht firft Church of the Gentiles, 
feated between Amana and Lebanon : for 
Sarnahasy feeing the grace of God upon 
them , was not a little glad of it, fo that 
hisfpirit was flirred up to exhort them 
to continue and grow up "^ : yea, hec 
went out and fought Saul^ to bring him 
among them "^ 5 and they both fpent a 
whole yeare there, and did wiiine much 
people , fo that that Church was firft 
called Chriftian, they firft had their huf- 
bands name, the name of Chrift firft put 
H 4 >^>^^^^ 
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upon them , for the forwardneffe of his 
love to thcm^and theirs to him. 

With one of thy eyes.'] The eyes of the 
Church are feverall*, according as the 
Church may be fevenlly confidered : for 
if the Church be confidered asaffcmbled 
I together to publike duties , fo the Mini- 
fters of the Church are the ey es, amoi^ft 
whom they at Antioch excelled, as Jga- 
bus t and others j among whom the Lord 
was efpecialiy delighted with Sarndas 
and Saul^ who were fent immediately by 
the Spirit of Chrift to enlighten all the 
neighbour countries*. So they two 5 joy- 
nedin one office , were as one eye to en- 
lighten all the parts. But if the Church 
be confidered in the members apart, the 
eyes thereof are knowledge and faith t: 
In this Church faith excelled, refting up- 
on Chrift alone without Mojes his Cere- 
monies 3 which the Jewcs would have 
thruft upon them*. 

With one chaine of thy neckeJ] Chaines 
figttified Lawes t binding as chaines. 
>fow the Church of Antioch fending up 
Faul and Barnabas to Jerufalem , about 
the contention which Cerinthus (as the 
ftorles thinke) and others railed at An- 
tioch 
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tioch concerning the neceflity of the Ce- 
remoniall Lawes 5 * the Apoftles or 
Elders made a Law or decree to abro- 
gate the Ceremonies , and yet enjoyne 
fome thills 5 partly neceflary in them* 
fclves, as to avoid fornication j partly pe- 
ceffary to avoid the offences of the Jcws^ 
as to abftaine from bloud ^ &c. This 
Law the Apoftles and Elders hai^^ as 
a chaine upon the neckc of the Church 
of Antioch and other Churchest:whence 
that Church received great confolation*, 
and the oth^r Churches ' eftablitebnc 
andincreafc*. 

Hm f aire is thy love nrffifiery mj fioufi ! 
hctP much better is thy Iwe then mne^ and 
the fmell of thine oyntments then all Jpises ! 

Hotpfdireis thy l&ve^ nty fi^erl^SiikcT 
implies the fame y and fuch like Gentile 
Churches, whole love is here let forth, 

Firft, by the fidrneflc of it. 

Secondly, by the ftrength, fweetneffc, 
cheerfiilnefle > implied in tl^ preferring 
it above wine. 

How f aire, and ftrocg, and fweet, and 
cheerfuU was the love of the Church of 
Antioch 9 which aforehand prepared a 
contribution of their ownc accord for 
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the poor Saints at Jcrufelcm, even "^ every 
man MC&rding td his ability ! The like Or 
greater love feemcd in thepoore Chur- 
ches of Macedonia *• A fiire' love for 
po(»e men to fend reliefe to others : A 
ftroi^ love for deeply poore to fend rich | 
libcrSity ^ yet nrorc ftrong and fwect to 
pray the meifengers ^ithmuch intreaty 
to receive it, and a cheercfidl love to doc 
all this in abundance of joy, aod bcyoiA 
the Apoftles owne expediatioh* 

This kinde of benevolence the Apoftle 
calletii an odour of a fweet fincll*^ it 
was fweeter and better then wine* All 
this love (hewed to the poore Saints 
Chrift takes here as done to himfelfe, 
as he will alfo take it at the laft day. The 
decayes cyf this firft love (bewes how 
great this love was at the firft t. 

The JmeB of thine oymments then oB 
Juices. ] Oyhtmcnts , are the graces of 
Gods Spirit * : Thefc 'gave a fwect re- 
port farre and neare in thofe Primitive 
Churches t. 

Thy lifs my Spoufey drop as the bwet- 
c&mhe : heney and milke are under tij 
tongue y and the fmeU of thy garments is like 
the fnktt of Lebanon. 

J ^ 
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Thy lifSy O my Sfrnfe, dr0P as the honey- 
comb : hm^ Md milk are under thy tongue. 1 
This commcndeth the Do^ine and Mi- 
niftcry of thofc firft Churches, in f hefe 
fbuie refpciJis : ; -i' 

Firft, for the readipefle and flowing- 
neflfe of it ^ it dropped forth of it; fcjfe, it 
needed not to be preft ^ conftif^incd, as 
an honey-combe. 

Secondly, for the fweetneflc pf it, as 
the honey or the honey^coinbe. 

Thirdly, for the wboWpwncfl^ of i<^ as 
milke. . : ■,' . ; ., 

jhefmeD, of thy garments is likf thfGmU 
of Lebanon.'] Leb^U is full of iweet 
trees of fpices growing in it, which yeeld 
a fragrant fmell even a&rre pfF. Gar- 
ments are, 

Firft, partly the wedding gamacpts of 
Chrifts righteoufneflc. 

Secondly, partly the gracious ^ayriage 
wherewith they cloathed themfelvesin 
their outward converfation : They cloa- 
thed and decked thcmfelves with Chrift, 
not ohely to their Juftification, but with 
his Spirit to their Sandification ^ which 
(hewes forth it felfe in their humility, 
meekne(fe,patience,honefty,faithfulnefle. 
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diligence , ferviccabiencfle of their out- 
ward carriage ^ foferrc forth as<hatthe 
Heathen fmelled a fweet favour in their 
whole courfe ^ * yea ^ even in Trojans 
time , when the fmcU of garmehts was 
not fo ftrong : yet what a fweet teftimony 
doth Plin) himfelfc (though a perfccutor) 
give of them 5 whcnhee faid^hec could 
nndeno fault with them, but that they 
rofccarly, and went into the woods to 
fing Hymnes to onc^tf/«y ? 

This firft is to reforme their judge- 
ments who fpeake of the Apoftolicall 
Churclras an infant and rude Church, 
whereas Chrift , whofc eves >yerc as a 
flame of fire , and who oeft knew it , 
commends it for pcrfcdion of beauty, 
and faith it was faire: So that if a Church 
were fuch, Chrifl: might imbrace it with 
both his armes. 

This is the Church excellent for her 
Miniflers , excellent for common QYvAr 
flians , which had pure eyes of know- 
ledge and faith 5 fb that by how much 
neerer any Church comes to this , by fb 
much the fairer it is ^ and by how much 
any Church comes fhort of it , by lb 
much the fouler it is. 
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Scfcondly , this doth teach us that not I ufc %. 
abufes^ but the toleration of them doth 
blein^fli at Church v and decrafl &om the 
perfci9[:bt4uty of it j for othcrwife in the 
PriipitiveChiifrches were faund Schifms, 
Htt^CieSy^ a denying vthc RofurTQ^on, 
U9charitj|ible going to Law^ ItK^A^ lovo- 
fcafts in. the LorekrSuppcr ^/ihangc 
tongues in the publicke'worfhipsandyet I * 
bccaufc the Apofties ftood oufeiagainft 
thcfe and reformed them , the Church 
ftill retjioes her perfcA beauty* , In the 
Church of FphcfuslthereweifefelfcA- 1 
poftfcs * , yet it was^a Chttrch j (o it is^ 
corrflptions not cut off defile a^hurch: 
Aswethen.defire the Church fliould be 
pure, leave we all our finnes andc6rrup- 
tii>ns which may any way blemifli the 
1 beauty of the Church. 
I Thirdly, this teaches us to be ready to 
extoU and acknowledge ( as occafion 
fervethj other mens labours above our 
owne. Chrift gathered a Church in his 
owne time which hee called,Fairc * ^ but 
this Church gathered by his Apofties 
hee calleth , AH fairc '^. It grieveth him 
not to afcribe thousands to himfelfc, and 
ten thoulands to them $ yea, hee foretold 
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joh.14.1t. I it , and prbmifcd'lt freely afbtt^nd: 
How fane washeefrbm % Spirit of oivie 
and emtilaciion , thoogh indeed «lf tfa^l 
fuccdfewasby biffgrace and bleffing, as 
Pad fdd',' * By thegrm' if God I im mt I 
«m t^ '■■ *Fbe contrasnr Spurit of emulatidd 
bind^^' Chvircfaes ^m takiflg'^tlku; | 
whicH <is their ov«^n -i^ni one another. 

I>oimi)k[y,'henQef we learn in what oifes 
<j>ne Church- may ftep ftom another, to 

Wit»:'"""^ •■■'■■ ' ■ '■■•'■ 

' Fitft, when Chrift ieaveth aiChuich, 
aiid.^oeth away With usftotn it j Ceme 

So whdn ChnA leaves and fbt&kes a 
Ghiitcji wee may tisive it and goe out 
with-him. ^ 

^dcoodly j when' a Church is become 
an univerfall fpotted Lieof^rd^and a cru- 
ell Lioo ;, blafpheming and petfecuting 
the Gofpell of Chrift, as * 

Thefie things were found in Rome^ from 
whenc^ wee departed not in Engl^td^ 
(bleiledbe the Lord) from whom the Se- 
paratifti wodd have us to depart : But 
Chrift ftill vouchfafes to be with us,CQn- 
verting foules , feeding his lambes, hea- 
/ nag our prayecs \ vitt voav alfo worihip 
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Chrift in tmeth withicAitftarc offawes, 
; yea with aSccqptaiicc. When ChriCD^iws, 
fet aU bis^feuthfall fpoufesgbewithhSb ^ 
when the^e are dens of Liems , andimen 
cannot keep the profeffion of Chrift^ 
but fall into their mouches, then-ic is 
'time to goe : But are there thefe catifes 
flow? Doth not Chrift dwell hcrciftthc 
fimplicity of his ordinances i As long as 
Chrift is here in £;9r^i4ff<!/>letusnot^e 
I away : iMit fay, as Peter and * ^ohn^ Xord^ 
: tv pfbom fhaUwe gie ?JbM$ hdft the vwds^f 
eterndl Ufe^ As long as Chrift is {des^ 
to feed US3 to drop niilke and hooey into 

Iour foules/iet us not depart.. 
Fifthly , this may teach us how to knit 
the heart of Chrift to us in ravHhii^ af- 
fcaioajby cleaving to Chrift with feded 
purpofe "^y by abounding in hdpfblnejQTe 
to the Saints ) by procuring and keeping 
faithfiiU fhepherds , by burthening the 
Church not with many chaines of lawes, 
but onely with few, and thofe necellaty : 
all thefe are formerly mentioned in the 
ChioxcYi oi Antioch. As ever wedefireto 
have the Lord Jefus Chrift to love us, 
let us grow in knowledge, faith,: and all 
faving graces of his Spirit , and hereby 






^/ 



*Joh.^68. 



ufeir. 



^ Aa.ii. 

Vcrfc^ 



k 



MMta 



tm 



ia8 Hm i^mfim mn^ become MKiAU. Cb.4. 



■^^'•p 



Ure €. 

• Vcrfc la 



Ufer. 

Vcrfc 11. 



life 9. 



/ 



fhowi^nrloveto him > and then weihall 
fia^Chrifl: ravUhed with our love. 

(fiixthly , this doth teach us what kind 
of love Chrifl: acknowledgeth and em- 
bracxifh % to wit, fairc^ ftf<>ng9 fwcct, 
cheerfoll>inan enkrgii^ our feLves to the 
rdUfife of his poore Saints* 

iSeventhly , .this doth teach Minifters 
howico make their Miniftery amiable to 
Ct&jft, (not to preach once a moneth^ or 
quaflterly , by the preaching of the Law, 
buk) to be full as the honey-combe chop- 
ping out of it felfe^ to preach fweet Do- 
dtrineas honey, and whoiefome as milke, 
for the nouf i(bmcfit.of Chriite lambs. 
* ThePaftorsand Minifters of dicPrir 
"knitive Church did this without help of 
Univerfitiesswhat a (hame then is this for 
us to come Jhort of them in : fuch abun- 
dance of outward, helps and : meanest 
Wouldeft thou be a faithful! Minifter? 
let thy Dodh'ine drop as honey , preach 
wiUingly/reely, fweetly, comfortably. 

•Laftly, this may leame and ftirre up 
Chriftians fo to walke , and f o to fumiin 
our fdves with inward graces ^ and widi 
outward commendable carriage , as may 
/ yeeldafweec favour and fmell to God 
' - and 
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and maiii that it may be like the fmcU of 
Lebanon ^ that men may fmell a fwcet 
favour that cdmc nccrc them : let our 
hearts bb inwardly fiirnifhed with the 
graces of God as with fWeet oyntments 5 
and our outward garments, our outward 
converfation fo dire^ed with honefty, 
integrity; humility, meekneffe and love^ 
&c. that our names be not difhorioured, 
much lefTc God by our meanes. Caft 
wc afide (linking drunkenneflc , whorc- 
dome ^ malice , covetoufticflc, &c. And 
thus doing wee fliall take away all' of- 
fence ; fo (Tding, Chrift (hall look ^t us as 
his feire fpoufe, and fay i ThM are dllfiiri 1 : 
f^tive^vtT.f. 

* A garden inch fed is krj ftfitr ^ my 
pufi^.-} 

After the Church gathered by the 
Miniftery of the Apbftlcs^ncxt followeth 
that underthe ten perfccutions, which is 
here dcfcribed, 
Firft, bv her refttaint, wrfi ip 
Sccottdly i by hfer privacy, "Verfi t^. ' 
Thirdly^by hfer frmtfidnefle, refrclhing 
and watering others, i;^r/? 1 5. 

Fourthly, by her prayet in thiseftacc : 
wherein cotifiden ' . . 
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I. The Petitions ; which are three, 

Firft» for the arifing of the winde^ and 
comii^ into the South, ver . 1 5. 

Secondly, for favourable blaftsof it^ 
andthatfbrihi^end, the flowing forth of 
her fpices* 

Tliirdlyt that Chrift would come in- 
to his garden , and eat his pleafant fruits, 
v&fe 1 6. 

2 . Chrifk anfwer thereunto : 

Firft, he cometh into his garden. 

Secondly, he gathereth and enjoyeth 
the fruits of it. 

Thirdly, he fils his Churches friends 
with a large meafure of plenty, Chaf. 5.1. 

K^ garden .•] The Church is here fo 
called, as vtrfe 13.411 crchardh orasitis 
in the originall, a Paradife^ as if this were 
the prden of £^i^. All the world is as a 
wilderneflTe, or at leaft a wilde field j 
onely , the Church is Gods garden or 
orchard, in thefe three refpe^ : 

Firft, as the garden of Paradife was the 
habitation ofC/tdam in the eftate of inno- 
cency^ fo is the Church of all thofc who 
are renewed into innocency . 

Secondly , as in that garden were all 
manner of pleafant and wholefome 

Vverbs' 



Verfe ii* 
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Ch.4« TbeChurch hmfeaUd uf. 

herbs and trees growing/o in the Church 
arc all manner of ufcfiill and favoury 
fpirits, 

Thirdly^as a man walketh in his garden 
to refrcfti himfelfe ^ fo doth Chrift walke 
in his Church, yea andcallech his friends 
thither to walke with him. 

i^firingy 4 f^umMnti ] Not becaufc 
the Church is the fountaine of grace •, 
but becaufe , Chrift being in it , it is the 
fpring or fountaine of the waters of life 
unto Si '^. 

%^ g4rdenyj^ringyfomnmc^^ inchfed^ 
jhut up^ feded : ] Not by a pale or wall of 
defence by Chriftian Magiftratcs, but 
rather (hut up by reftraint -^for the word 
fignifies to inclofe or (hut up , as with 
lockes and fetters. 

Againe , the Church praycth for the 
inlargement of the flowing of her fpices^ 
ver.iS. and therefore her prcfent (hutting 
upwasuncomfortabletoher. 

The Church was, then faid to be 
(hut up, 

Firft, becau(e under the perfecutbns 
it was (hut up in prifons, and other places 
of puni(hment ^ as under lockes and* 
fetters. 
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Secondly , bccaufc the Church then 
affcmblcd in private clofe places, woods, 
dens, &c. and not in the open places of 
townes or cities^ 

Thirdly, bccaufe it was (hut up from 
fiec acceflc of foraincrs, men without 5 
neither were the Emperours willing 
their Subjeds fhould repaire to them, 
nor the Church willing to admit all pro- 
mifcuoufly. 

T/7 fUnts .•]! That is, thy children or 
members, as an orchard of Pomegranaes^ 

lamus^CinMmw. The children of the 
Church are compared to thefe whole^ 
fome and fwect miits, trees, herbs, in a 
double refoed : 

Firft, becaufc the vertues of thefe 
fruits and fpices are efpecially feai when 
they are cut and powrcd out, or beaten, 
or burned, or bruifed: So it is with the 




cutors. 

Secondly , there was in the (axthftiU 
then perfecuted a refemblanceof &b& ver^ 
tues of thefe fruits and fpices. 
h Forney mats rc^rcflfc and refleaine 
'' : the' 
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Ch.4. Chri^tMS hm ccmftrtd to Sfices. 

the heat of choler^thc malicnity of fevers^ 
the loofenelTe of the belly ; they aUb 
comfort the ftomack and bowels, and 
prevent faintings and fwoonings. 

Camfhire^ with his fwcetnefic of fmell, 
delightcth and ftrengthncth the fpirits, 
cheereth up the mindc, helpcs the ftone, 
reftraines ulcers. 

Spikenard ftayeth diftillations fix>m 
the head, ftrengthncth the ftomack, di- 
geftcth cold humours, hdpeth conce- 
iption. 

Sdfron thiniKth flegmc, helpes lethar- 
gies, coughs, and plurifies,fiirthereth di- 
gfeftion, comfortcth the licart, redreflcs 
the rottenncCfe of the other parts^ which 
alfo arellrengthncd. 

Calamus helps the paflagcs of the urine, 
and the faults of the rcines, hclpcth alio 
the womb and conception.: 

Cinnamon ftrengthncth and cheereth 
the fpirits and mindc, dryeth up rotten 
inatter, helpeth againft poyfon, war- 
meth and ftrengthnetrh the ftomacke to 
digeftioa. 

Frankincenfi reftraineth and helpeth 
ulcers, gouts, fluxes of bloud, cleanfcth 
and glueth up wounds and ulcers. 
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Myrrh rcfitfhcth the briinc, drieth 
up (upcrfluous humours, hdpcth ftrait- 
fldTe of breath , rcftraineth ulcers and 
itchinefle, filkth ulcers and wounds 
with flcfli. 

Al9t$ cieanfe tou^h flcgme and cholcr, 
drie up raw and cold humours, prcferVe 
the reft from putrefying, open obftrufti- 
ons, ftrcngthen the ftomack ftrongly. 

Sutabic to the vermes of thcle fruits 
and fpices, pcrfecution bf ed and ftirrcd 
up in the faithfull graces of like efficacy, 
to rcftraine heats of em'uktioii, c6htcnti- 
on, ambition, to reprefTe ulcers oftnali- 
pnity and dif-afledion one to another, to 
Scale the coldnciTe, hypocrific, and rot- 
tenncflfe of their fpirits ^ . to ftay'diftillStti- 
onsofcoldra(w matters, dropping fix>m 
the bead Biihops of Rome; as alio to 
ftrengthcn appetite to the Word,,to coift- 
fort the faint- hearted, to knit the mem- 
bers together. 

Afountmt^ of gardens^ i^r.] For the 
Church, pouring out her confefiGion^ and 
martyrdomes for the truth , propagated 
and watered many Chuithes 5 tor, ^m- 
guts martyrum was famn Bccltfia , a WeU 

lof livhg ivatcrs. The Church was not 
/ >&«\ 
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Ch.4« Wha meam l^tlk Nifrthmmii. : 

thcn^ drycd up , but plcntifally fiorcd 
with the graces of the fp^k , Strcmaai 
irom Libmm : The Churches Were ftored 
with foch graces ftf the Spirit, as ftrea- 
med and i(med out from t^ibouiicaincs 
of Ifraclj the writings .trf tlie Pix^ibets 
indApoftlest 

Awiike^ ira^ife, O ilmk»hid,^/Q The 
Churches defire chat a winde might axiib 
in the Norths and come iDtDth^South: 
to wit 5 that C0nHdntine , . bdm la tirh^ 
would come into the foutheme prts^and 
take the Empire upon him, {and blow nfon 
^fny garden) driving away the blafts of 
Eaftcrly perfecutions, and breath favou- 
rably and wholefomly upq^ti^c Churcfa> 
cooling the tembeftubus ndtts of the per- 
fecutions which the Church endured. 
The Church prayeth not the South to 
come , but the North to come into the 
South, elfe 

Firft, the word blw^ if it had reference 
to both winds, (hould have been of the 
{^urall number. : , - . 

Secondly ^ Northwinde . aiid..!SQUtii- 
winde blowing together ^ would inter- 
rupt and crolTe one another by their con- 
trariety. 

1 /^ ^\>ftsX 
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Thdt the fpices thereof may flow firth ;3 
That the Gofpdl and Ordinances, of 
Ghrift and the graces of his children, 
which were there reftramed from their 
free manifeftation by the perfecutions, 
might have free pafTage. 

Let my Moved come into his garden^ and 
eat of his tleafant fruits.'} Let Confiantm 
come to them, and partake of the benefits 
of the Churches ferviceable graces to 
Godandhino* * 
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CANTICLES, 

OR 

SONG OF SONGS 

. opened and explained. • 
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The Text. 
CBAP.5. 

IJm come into my gardm, my fifter^ my ^uje^ I 
bdve gathered my Mpfb- mtb my f^ice ,' I- have 
eaten my boney-combe with my boney^ L bofoe^ dpaik^ 
my ^inewitb my milke : eate^ friends^ dUnkfjea 
drinks abundantly, beUvesL 

2 IJteefi hut my heart tfak^th, it U tbe.vtgce of 
myhehvedthat k^ackftb^.^^ng. Open to met my 
Jijier , my love , my dove, my tmdefiled : for my bead 
kfiBedwiib deWyOndmyhck^.witb tbedr^s of the 
nigbt» . ' ■'► 

3 Ibavept of my coat, bowfbaH Ifutifon ?J 
have wafbed my feet, bow ^att 1 defile ibem J^ 

4 My hehved tut in bis band by the hole ofibe 
doore,andny hovels were moved for him. 

5 Inft Hf tQ of en t$ my belove4^ and my bands 
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Arm9^ with Myrrh , and my fingers with fweet 
fmmmMyrrb^ uftn tbehanJks ^ ibe kck$n 

6 f<tfened to my bekvtdibm my beUved bgd 
tiA-^dhmtbimfelfi, und^a^ gont: fft^ joule fai- 
led wbm befiakg ': Ifi^gbt him » but I could not find 
bim ; / called bim^ but )>e gave me no anfxper. 

7 ItU watchmen that ypent JbiUttbdci^ffund 
me^ ibey (mole me^ they x^oundeime^ tbe kfefers of 
the wals tool^awaymy vdh^om me. 

8 I'€bmffy9U.Oda^gMrs!of^erufalemyifye 
find my helovid , tmyeeteVbim , that 1 am fick^ 
of love. : ' '. .J _ 

9 Wbaa is thy beloved more then another be-- 
Uvei^ thon faifefi among women ? What k 
thy beloved more thmmmher behved^ that thou dofi 
fo charge w? 

10 My beloved it white and ruddy ^ the chiefefi 4- 

II- HiffieadifaftbemofifinegoldJfifhckgsaH 
bufby and bUck^as a Eaveti, 

It Bk eyes ditekiffbe eyes ^f doves byibe rivers 
ofwater^wajbedwithnkti^andfitiy^. . 

13-Jifir cl»ekfsm,as abed of§icts^ m fweet 
ftmm:.J)ifltfslif^mef, dtoffihgjipef^ftkdlini 

ti^.iJSit bands. aiti.iOs ffU ring^.fet.w^tk the 
Beryl : hit belly it ds bright Ivory overlaid i^ 
Safbimi\ ■. ■■'/ ,; V. ■■ . :.-•..-..' . - ' 

15 tHr kgs alrr.if.,fillars ofMmbUjfet. ifiA 
focigts ef fine goU^ bk comendtpix k Us Lfbrntti 
excellent as the Cedarsi:) r .'.'/^ 

16 Hk mmh nw/^ .{weet^ yea, ieiraltfie- 

tber 



fCh.;;. M«tiivtsUthmkefi$lneffc, 
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tberkmly. JhititntybelovedtMdtbkitmffrknd, 
daughters of Jerufttkm. 
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The Explanation. 

• 

Cant.j.verfei. lam ceme intB mj gar- 
den^ mf fifter^ my Jpiufe^ I have gathered ff^ 
Myrrh with myjpice^ I have eoien my hwey^ 
coptbe mth my honey ^ I have dnmke my wim 
fpith my mi Ike : eate, O {rietfds , drinke , yea 
driftke abundamly^ O behved. '} 
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^^OnfiavAine came into the Church, cn- 
^^oyed the fellowflup of it, did par* 
take in all the paits of it , yea and richly 
endowed it; fothat the Church and m 
her friends did eaf and driidce, yea and 
did driqk abundantly of wealth, prefer^ 
ments, &c« whence it was that fl^ fdl in- 
toadeep0eep« 

Firft, this (erves lo ftirrb »s up to 
thankefvlndle and fruitfulnefic t(> God, 
who hath planted us not in the wilder'- 
neffe of the world, bw in the gai^nOf 
his Chiirtfh. If w^. now tranfgreffc as 
Adam did^ eating of the forbidden £huts» 
"^ God will take his garden fixxn us, and 
caftuioutof it« _ .. 
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Pr Offer sih Churches weapon. 

Secondly, this lets us fee, all 
ly fituations of the earth arc bu 
and deferts^incompariibnof th 
the Church is a garden^and in i 
taines of living waters for eve 
foulc. 

Thiidly, though the Churcl 
times in open view of all, as a ( 
a bill ^ yet It is fometimes alfo < 
inclofea,ihut up, fealed. 

Fourthly, when' the Churcl 
in corners and conventicles, the 
of jthatch not trcafons, fchifi 
Otis; but ftill remiineth as ag 
diard, fountaine;** yeelding fw( 
favouiy and whddbnae fruits, 
* I^ifthiy, fee the wbnderfull 
flidions and perfecutions to the 
what favbury, and wholefome 
ous graces are thereby cxerei 
hb^J ffliightay dbth the Chi 
f^reid>when it is moft reftraine* 
' ■ SSferthiy, fee then what the v 
the Church ^weJe againft thei 
tors H not daggers J dags, jpowd 
«bellioris, treafofis, &c, but j 
more feafonable times. 

Seventhly, viec %^ \.o\>^^> 



pray^ that God would now ftirre up a 
wholcfomc Northwindc , to blow fa- 
vourably upon the Churches beyond 
the fcas^ and ftrongly againft their c- 



nemies. 



Eightly, this may teach us whileft we ufe 8. 
enjoy at home thefe faire blafts, not to 
ftreame forth the unfavoury corraptions 
of our owne fpirits^ but the fweet graces 
of God-, elf c wee abufe thefe fweet op- 
portunities wee doe enjoy, 

LafUy, it is a time of much rejoycing ufc 9- 
when God ftirreth up Kings and Princes 
to come into the fellowfhip of the 
Church, and to partake of Gods ordi- 
nances in the fame. 

/ JleeP€^Jmt my heart wdketh ^ it is the Cant.r. 1. 
n)ojce ofmj bclwea that knocketh , ftjing, I to chapt! 

Now foUoweth the defcription of the 
eftate of the Church from Cmfiantines 
time to • the time of reftoring of the 

IGofpell 5 and reforming of the. Church 
by the Miniftery of iMher j and other 
late Divines. 

After that Conftantim had largely en- 
dowed the Church with peace , and 
weaklu and honour ^ it fell into an eftate . 
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of carnall fecurity; whkh camall fecurity 
is defcribed, / 

Firft, by a comparifon, fcfembling it 
tofleep-, which deep of hers is amplitaed 
by the divers cond^ions , yet mj hem 
i9aketh. 

Secondly , by the carriage of Chrift 
towards her in this her flecpe } where 
obferve, 

1. T^e meanes heufethtoawakeand 
ftirrc her up : which were, 

Firft, caUing to her and knocking, as 

Secondly, putting in his hand by the 
hole of the doore, verfi 4. 

2. The fucccflfe of thofc meanes,or die 
refped fhe gave tothem, ortheufeibee 
made of them ; which was double, 

I Firft,his calling and knocking (he ncg- 
leAeth wholly, upon very flight pveten- 1 
ces and cxculcs, varfe ^ • 

Secondly, his puttii^ in his hand by 
the hole of the doore 5 

1. She is affeded with it : JU) hmpib 
were mevedfor him, ver .4. 

2. She upon it fought himi: whidiis 
further fct forth, 

Firft, by the degf:ees of her (eeking 
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Gh.5 . Htifi tk CJmrekfiekes Ckrift, 

i ■ ' -L ■ IL lU i ■ m i l II ■ — »M<t , 

1 . She trofe to open to him, verfi y • 

2. Her hands and fingers dropped 
Myrrh upon the handles of the locke, 
verfe^. 

3. Sbe4)pencdtpherbeloved5'i;^i5. 
Secondly, by the fruits or fuccefle of 

her fceking, where is wterprctai the fruit 
or fuccefle of thefe two degrees of her 
reeking, in regard, 

1. OfChrift,^^ t94sgm^hehsdwUb* 
dtMn himfelfy 5rc. ver.6. 

2. Of the watchmen, of whom ,fhee 
askcth not for her beloved 5 but they 
finding her feeking Chrift^ they 

Firflj fmote her. 

Secondly, wounded her. 

Thirdly , tooke away her vaile from 
hcr^vcrfij. * ^ 

Fourthlyjflie^not difcouraged with this 
bad dealing and hard ufage or the watch- 
men,added a fourth degree in her (eekii^ . 
of Chrifl: 5 fliee chargcth the daughters of I 
Jerufalem to move Chrift for her, ver.S. 1 
The fuccefle or fruit whereof is added 5 
for upon this charge, 

1. The daughters of Jerufalem are 
(tirredand occafioned to enquire of her, 
who Chrift is, verfc 9^ 
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%. She by their enquiry is occ 
to defcribc him, 

Firft, by his eolouts, verfe t6. 

Secondly, by his eminency, vet 

Thirdly, by his fcverall memb 
parts, -i/^/? II,' — 16. 

pourthly , by his amiablencfl 
\6. 

3. The daughters of Jerufa 
this her defcription of him, are 
up to affeft him , and to promt: 
fellowftiip in feeking of him wit 
Chaf.6.1. 

I fleepe.'] The Church furfekir 

abundance of profperity in Conj 

time , neglected Che purity and 

bothof dodirineand wor(hip,an 

vcd corruptions-, of >Vhich were 

1 to Saints, building of Temples tc 

1 Superftitious regard of their re! 

\ Images, and their worfhip , Cere 

annexed to their Sacraments , ch 

meats, a£(e^ing and apjdauding ^^ 

life. Purgatory, &c. 

My heart rpaketLJi The Chun 
ftill awake, 

FiriV, to hearty devotion, accor 
/ their khowkdg&> ^Tkdb^Y^ad it. 
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. Secoiidly^to difccme fomc fuch groflc 
hercfics as quenched the heart and life of 
Chriftianity ^ as the impiety diArius^ de- 
nying the Godhead oiChxiA,-^ Mdcedo- 
nfusznd Eunomius, denying the perfon of 
the holy Ghoft^ oiNeftorius^ dividing the 
perfon in Chrift^ of £»f3fri&^y,confounding 
their natures : other ftraw and ftubWe 
built upon the foundation they negledled. 

Jtis the 'vdice cftn^ beloved tha$ knock- 
ethJaying^Open.']Chnii ufed good meanes 
to awaken his fpoufe , and to raife her up 
from this carnall fecurity. 

Firft, he calleth to her in the voice of 
fundry good Divines^who complained of 
the intolerable burthen of huminc inven- 
tions, wherewith the common Chrifti- 
ans were defiled and dabled , as Chrift 
here cornplaines:His locks and haire were 
full of thb drops of the night-, drops with I Augupp, 
coldneffe of Religion and darknefle ou^^* 
ignorance ingendred. ^ ' 

Secondly , he knocked by the raps and 
blowes which Cdnftamius^Vdenr, and J-u- 
lian gave to the Church •, the two former 
perfecutine the orthodox Biihops and Mi- 
niftersandothcf Chriftians, in favour of 
the K^rims \ and ^lUn making flat 
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Humane inventions of vf hat uft. Ch.5. 
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Apoftafic ftom the Church, and fubdcly 
fupplanting the nurfing of Religion. 

Ifut offmj coat , how Jhall I m it on f 1 
harvc voafhcdnty feet^ how (hall I aefle them ? 

I have put of my coat. 3 1 hus upon fleight 
pretence the Church refufeth to open to 
Chrift : fhee pretends Religion and the 
worfhip of God would appear too naked, 
it it were not cloathed with goodly and 
comely humane inventions % how then 
fhould (hce in fo naked a manner open to 
Chriff ^Humane inventions do not clothe 
Religion 5 or the Church profefling it 
with any comely ornaments ^ but, as it 
were with warme blankets , lap her and 
lull her afleep in the bed of perfuo<doiy 
worfliip and carnall fecurity. 

1 do not here conceive that the Church 
acknowledgeth (lie hath caft oifhcr gar- 
ments of Chrifts righteoufncflTe-^for then 
' ow (hould fhee remaine the fpoufc of 
Chrift < yea , how then (hould her heart 
have beene other wife then afleep too ^ 
but onely fhee pleadeth fliec (hould ap- 
pearc too naked if fhee fhould open to 
Chrift , if (he fhould worftiip him in the 
fimplicity and nakedncflc of his fimple 
ordinances. 
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Ch . 5 . What the Churches wafhmgherftet. 1 47 

I II ' ^ 

I havewafhed my feit."} Not with the 
lavcr of r&generation , for that wcmid 
have becne no impediment, but a farthe- 
rancc to the pure worfliip of God j hut 
fhce had wafhcd her feet , fhcc had freed 
and cleanfed her converfation from de- 
filements- of fecular affairs : (hee had tar 
ken up a devout re^^ard of virginity , or 
hermitifh or monkifli folitary rctireancfs^ 
fliee being cleanfed and wafti^ in thcfc 
devices, cannot betake her felfe to vrar* 
fhip theLord in his fimple ordinanccs,and 
in the wayes of her calling, without foime 
defilement : Thus mirriage and yjoAHy 
bufineffe (though both allowed by God, 
yet)feem a defitemcht , in comparifon of 
more ftrift fuperftitious devotion. 

cJWjf beloved put in his hAndbj the hole of 
the doore y and mj botvels vfert moved for 
him. 

My beloved put in his hand by the hole of 
the doore :'] Or ^ My beloved p^ daaonemo 
hand by the hole ofthedoore.'] Either off 
which imply , that Chrift did at firft ufc 
meanes for himfelfe to open the doore, 
when ihee would not j attempting to re- 
move the impediments which hincfcr him 
fromenjoyir^ his fpoufc i flijft. ^ '^ut. fcii I 
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Chrifi fecks to fur ge his Church. Gh.y. 
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hMnd by the hole of the doorej when hce ft ir- 
red up ChriftianEmperors,ruchasiif4r- 
tiamts^ and both the Theodofii^ to call Sy- 
nods^and to command thcFathers aflem- 
bled , to give all diligence to root out all 
herefies , and depravations of dodrine 
andwor(hip,thatthcpureiand holyf^th 
m^ht {hine forth. 

How cafily might thcChurch upon fuch 
encouragements , have broken the banes 
and bolts of Superftition crept ioito the 
worfhip of God, whercbyChnft was de- 
barred from drawing neer to them i The 
Bifliopsaflembled in thofe Councelsof 
thattime^condemnedthofe grofs heroes 
which blafphemed the dodrine of the 
Trinity-, but how deeply did they ncglcd 
toredreflcall other enormities and cor- 
ruptions i Befides^Chrift is faid to put in 
his hand by the hole of the door,when he 
puts his (pirit,which is the power and fin- 
ger of God*,into the hearts of his people, 
whereby they are enlightened to know 
him better, and ftirfe up men honeftly to 
fceke after him. So Chrift enlightened 
andftirredup Leo Jfoiiricus , Co^amines 
{ormtyZTui Leo Cofrofiytftus ^ to bend their 
beft endeavoMts to toot out Idolaixy,and 
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to remove Images^which were one of the 
chicfcft abufcs in Gods worfhip. 

LM'j bweUs ipere moved fer him.'] Thcfc 
good Princes^and other Chriftians at diac 
time were ftrongly and inwardly affci^cd 
to the purity of Gods worfliip , in which 
alone Chrift h found. 

Ir$fe uf t0 open to my beloved^ mdmy \ Verrc^, 
hands dropped with myrrh , and mj pngers 
with fi^eet fmeUing mjrrh^ upon the (fondles 
ofthelocke. 

I rofe up to open to mf beloved.^ The 
Church under thefegoodEmperours roie 
up out of the blankets of thefe humane 
inventions wherewith (hee was covered, 
in a bed of fleq)ing devotion , and endea- 
voured to reftore openly the fimplicity of 
Gods worftup 5 rejeding Images and 
Idolatry. 

My hands dropped with mfrrh^ andmy£n^ 
gers with freet fmelling niyrrh/upon the nan^ \ 
ales of the locke.'\ The endeavours of the | 
Church were fweet, and dele^ble, and I 
acceptable to Chrift, and favourytothe 
people, to prcferve them,as myrrh, from 
further perfecution, when Confiantine the 
{onnc of Leo Jjaurieus y called thefeventh 
Confiantinopolitan Couflcell,and there tru- ) 
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ly^hd folenihly convinced and cond< 
1 ned the woi^ipof Imag sr As alfo w 
Cfcirfctht Great did the like ftwicf 
years aftct^^st a Synod in Frtnkford. 
i i^ned » mj (M^veJ, but mfMi 
hiiwHhdrdnvm pimfcife > Andvi^^gpne 
foule failed when be ffdh : I fi^^^lk htm , 

/ cmdwi finde hm : / cMStd km j bu 

^4ire me m oftfmr. 

lifted t^ jwy hi$v€d.2 This attc 

of the Church in executing in fonie pi; 

the dcfcrecs oFthefe Synods,v»as an oj 

itig Of the doore to Chrift : Images 

Idollftty being (hut forth , there is a d 

open for Chrift to cttter. 

IfifTifcy Moved b4dmthdrat0ne him 
and ^ndjs gone.^ Chrift did not del 
to rcveajb himfelf in their pubiike al 
blics, though Images werfc in fome p: 
wcil removed.both becaufethofcdti 
for T«fiov!ng of Images weir ikm: \ 
w%-!«:tived and executed ^ throng 
corting ifi of the Bifhop of Roine i 
bec*3ufe the worfhip of God was ftil 
of Heathenifli and Jewifli foperftiti 
v^hich Chrift tookc no plcafurc in. 

yii fkfe faffed wlten Ift^ffake.'] 
f »ithfoll in thofc Uvwes wtre aflem 
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with fcarc and gricfc , to confidcr how 
Chrift now fpcakcth to them afarrc off^ 
comes not nearcto their hearts and con- 
fciences -, fo that now , though they ufed 
fuch meancs to finde him as the times srf^ I 
forded , yet Chrift did take no pleafuir 
in thofc mcanes, in thofe worfhips, nor to 
their fcnfc, in thole that ufed them. 

Tht wa$chp$C0 that went About the city 
fiundme , they fmteme^ they munded met, 
thekeefers of the walls ttoke away my vaik 
fromme^ 

The watchmeu that went about the city 
fmndmeeS] Thcfe watchmen are theBi- 
(hops and Minifters of that time; as alfo 
the keefers of the wals may well be the Ma- 
piftrates : for civill government is a wall 
of defence to the Church of God. 

They found mee.'] And yet the Church 
cnquircth not of them , as fhec had done 
before of other watchmen, ^ Ha^eyou not 
feen him whom my ftuk lovesi For flie knew 
thefe watchmenwereof anotherfpirit^ra- 
thcr wolves in ifaceps cloathing,and more 
ready to beat her from Chrift , then to 
brii» her to Chrift.They Imbte me with 
cenmits of Excommunicat ions ,a$(7r^^<v7 
the third Pope of Rome did Leo- Jfauri^ 
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ricus for his endeavours. Afterwards,when 
fundry Chriftians, having intelligence 
that the Biihops and Dodors were affem- 
bled in a temple at ByzMtiumjto give fen- 
tencc for reftoring or Images,in the dayes 
of the EmprefTc Trene , came upon them, 
and forced them with weapons to leave 
off fuch decrees •, thefc people were after- 
warps difarmed aud baniihed into fundry 
Iflands. Thus were the faithful! fmitten 
with the cenfures of Excommunication 
by the watchmen of the city ^ of baruih- 
ment by the keepers of the walls. 

They w$undea me.'} With the Canons 
of the feeound Counccl of Nice ; whither 
that Councell^afTembled in the temple of 
Bjzamium , and (battered by the people, 
was afterwards tranflated by the Councd 
of the Bifhops of Rome. In this Couo- 
cell Ima|[es were againe reft(M:ed , to the 
great griefe of the godly , yca^ to tte 
wounmng^f their hearts. The fentencip 
of a generall Cpuncellin thebehalfcof 
any error is no fmall wound to tte whole 
Church. 

Thtf tooke MOf mj vaiU frm» meeJ] 

When they forced the Bifhops ofJRkuks, 

NicCy Neo-CeftrcM^ HierafolU, and others 

/ _ to 
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f o recantation^ who before had worthily j 
oppofcd Images. To bring men to open 
recantation, to lay open their nakedndle, 
cfpecially when they recant from the 
truthjis to take away the vailc. 

I charge you ^ O ddughters (f lerufakm^ VerieS* 
ifyeefime w) beloved^ that ye teBhim that I 
am ficke of love. 

I charge you, O daughters ^ lerufalem.'} 
The Church finding her felfe fo hardly 
dealt with by the Minifters and Magi- 
ftrates^would not give over her fearch af- 
ter Chrift 5 yet now fceketh him in the 
fellowihip of private Chriftians^and ftir- 
reth them up to pray for her . 

TeS him J am ftcke of love.'} That is, 
in your prayers acknowledge that the 
Cnurch is ready to faile and pcrifh for 
want of his prefcnce and fellowmip in his 
publike ordinances. 

what is thy helon/ed more tkfn M&tber yerTey. 
belovfd , o thou faireft ammg rvomen i 
drc.2 

The Chriftians^the daughters of Jcru- 

falem/rom this day forward,to the dayes 

of Peter Waldus ( of whom the Waldenfes 

tooke their name , were very ignorant of 

1 Chrift, and therefore they aske who hee 

1 \^^Si 
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was , and wherein better then anc^lier : 
But in (lead of him they magnified the 
Churchy Holy mot her Church was all in 
all with them : Her they acknowled- 
ged to be faired: among women , though 
they fee nothing inChrift better then in 
another. 

My beloved is tvhite and mddf , &€J] 
Thus Petrus Wdd^s, a citizen of Lions^ o- 
pened Chrift to the daughters of Jerufa- 
iem,to the children of tte Ghurch/etting 
before them the white innoccncy of true 
holineffe in him , and the rudcy fcadet 
dye of his death. The righteoufneflc atki 
I death of Chrift plainly ,, yet powerfully 
opened by him, brought many to behold 
Chrift, and to profeflc him ^ who (when 
by perfecution ftirred up againft them by 
the Bifhop of Rome, they were difpedcd 
into many places) multiplied exceeding* 
lyv and being then called K^itimgtnfes^ 
in manjr battels fought againft the rouldi- 
ers which Pope Innocent the third had 
fent againft them,under condufl: of 5iiw^ 
Mount eford^ and others figned with the 
croflfc : in many ot which the Albingenfa 
prevailed , helped by Reymund Earle of 
Thelus^dXid Peter King of ^r^w •, though 

after- ' 
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afterwards they v/crc oveitome and fcat- 
tcrcd further into many places of Chri- 
fi?endomc« So in regard of thefe troups 
of manythoufeiids , IChrift is here called 
thtfldMiritiesmy as the word figmfieth^ 
ortheir^re>/^ tbtufand. Againe^ at 
thattimc Chrift may be faid to be white 
and xuddy in regard of hi^ members, who 
were then white with innocency of lifc^ 
yet ruddy>enduring perfecution. 
His hud is. dftht mofifnt gM, Us Mces 1 vcr. 1 1 . 

Hh head is as the mo ft fine gold.'] Chrift 
comes now to be defcribed in his mem- 
bers more particulariy: This head of gold 
Chrift (hewed on the earthin the perfon 

o( Frederick^ the fccond Eitiperourpf 
RomtyZ Prince of much purity and wordi^ 
as^fthead of the <[3hurch of finegoid: I 
Mee contended 'wi til many Popes about 
the headftip: ©f the Cbmreh^ adwnced 
toe head(hip 6i Chrift> and of himfelfe, 
hisf Vicegerents , above the counteHiTO 
head of the Popes Supremacy. He wrar 
ftlcd for Chrift againft them with much 
difficulty , yet prevailed ^ fo that even in 
thePopifh fchools, his cle^aionof Ood 
was agreed «nd condefeended unto by 
fundry. WW 
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His Ucks mrt bMfhiejor cmrUJL/md bUck as 
ahtven.'] Curled black hake is a figne of 
heat and courage, and wit inhimthatit 
growcth upon : fuch was thcEinperour 
himfelf^and fuch were the common Chri- 
ftiansof that age that did depend upon 
their Emperour y they ftuck do(e to Um: 
kamid men ^th wit 9 mote then fomier 
ages had y eelded^and fouldiers with cou- 
rage maintained his perfonand caufe. 

His ties dreas the eyes $fd$ves ty tie 
j nversef wMer^ wifhed frith milke^msd ft- 
If fit.-} 

Doves 9 diving in rivers of waters, 
dive their bellfes deep into the waters ; fp 
that their eyes looke clofe and narrowly 
upon it. 

FirfLthe eyes are here fet forth by their 
care of the Church ^ hee is not fo fane off 
removed fromit , that he had need of die 
Pope to be his vifible y icar to look to it. 
Secondly , by their milde innocency, 
implyed , m that they are doves eyes and 
wawed with milke $ whereas the Popes 
eyes were as hawkes eyes, looking eager- 
ly after the prey. 

I Thirdly, by their fit ftanding, fo as 
I they may well looke to the ; whok body j J 
I "whereas' 
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whereas the Popes eyes cannot poflibly 
watch to looke welltotheeftateofthe 
Church fo far off him. 

To this puipofe tended the dodrine of 
the faithful Divines in the following age, 
fuch as Michel Cefenus , Fetrus de Cmf^ 
nia ^ Jchdnms de Peliace , and fuchasfbU 
lowed them. 

His cheekes are as a bed ef^ices, asfi^ett 
fimers : his lips like liBies^ dreffingfreet 
fmeUing Myrrh. 

His cheeks are as a bed ffff ices. '^ 

Cheekes imply the outward face of 
the faithfbll Church , fc»r the cheeks are 
a place moft confpkuous , which (hewes 
that the faithfiiil of thofe times were as 
beds of ^ices and fwcet flowers, to wit, 
not gathered into any fet garden^ as after- 
wards in Luther s time/ but fcattered l^re 
and there , yet of fweet and precious fa- 
vour in the noflrils of Chrift : yea, one 
Nicholdus de Sibrash , living about diat 
time , compareth Faith and Piety in the 
Church to Ipice rare and deaic. 

His lifs like Mies , dr offing freet fmel'^ 
lingfftyrrh.'} the doddne of the Church, 
at thole times was fuch , as like myrrh, 
ferved to preferve the i^ithfiiU from pu* 
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trcfiKftionjaccording to that, * That 
je hiwe atrtddj y Md fafi titltfome. ] 
Primitive Apoftoliquc Church he 
dropped like an honey-combc , bd 
ftrong fweetrelifli to delight and nc 
to foil growth : t But the lips of 
Church drop rather myrrh then he 
they rather preferved fome truth of i 
thenyeelded any abundant nounfti 
to procure increafe to the Church. 
I His hands are as gold rings fet ri^$ 
Berill : his bitBj if as hright Iv&rj 0v 
rvithSaphim.' 

His hands are as gold rings fh wi 
Berill J\ Handsrarc inftrumcnts of at5 
their being fet with gold icings imp 
their purity and dignity : The Berill c 
eth moiftftre afid dimmc fight : Fr* 

cus Rudis y de Goma. libr.t. cap, g, 
thefe (hew that the Miniftery of the 
fpell fliould bethen more powerful! 
indeed God, about that time. Anno i 
ftirred up Dantes , Marcillim^ PoPav 
Ocham, Gregorius AriminenftSy Petran 
JVicklife , find many more, whofe N 
ft ry brought on fo many, that fome 1 
counted it the fir ft refurrevl^tion*, yea 
Magiftratcs dt^^t\ixs^f^^Ltk^wiens Bi 
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rm the Einpcrour ^ tUUf of JProficey Ed- 
ir^r^ the third oi England ^ Hood out in 
many things againft the Pope ^ asthofc 
whofe hands had got more ftrcngth^ and 
better felt their o wne worth , and whofe 
eyes were cleered to fee more light then 
their predcceffours. 

His beltj as bright Ivory overlaid with 
Saf hires. '^ The belly is an hidden part of 
the body, yet fuch from which the reft is 
nouriihed} which fitly refcmblcth the Sa- 
cramcntshere^as alfoC/^.y.a.which being 
hid from thofe that are without^yet nou- 
ri(h the whole body^as an heap of wheat. . 
The doArine of the Sacraments , and the* 
purcadminiftrationof the fame^ was at 
this time reftored by lohn Wicklif^Sc em- 
braced by his folio wcrs,though Condem- 
ned in the Councell of Conftance, Thefe 
Sacraments are faid to be overlaid with 
Saphires,whofe property is to ftrengthen 
and chcrifli the principall folid parts/be- 
caufe of the efficacy of the Sacraments 
truly taught and adminiftrcd, to ftreng- 
then and quicken Gods graces in us. 

His legs are as pillars of marble^ fet upon 
ftckets of fine gold: his countenance is 4a Le- 
banon^ exciUint as the cedars^ 



* Rucus 
Dcginus 
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I His legs are as piOars of mdrhU^fi 
(kketsoffinegoldj] Thcfe two legs 
to be John Hsu and lerime of Prague 
ftood conftantly in defence of the 
even unto death , being eftablifhed 
truth and grace ofGod 5 as it were 
efmarbky fit upon fockets of fM gold. 
His fountenance is as LebanonJ^ 
ThefaithfuU grew fo plentiiFull 
henna ^ that they feemed even to tl 
verfary tabe like athick wood (as 
and firme) which they v/erc noit a 
hew downe % and therefore they 
forced in the Councell oiConfiance^ 
low them the ufe of the cup in the ] 
Supper^becaufc they could not 1:^ f 
Jiand keep them from it. 

Excellent as the cedars.^Tl^c ca 
a tree eminent for talnefle ^ and d 
nefle or durableneffe : fuch was th< 
face and countenance of the Churd 
fervcd to grow up in confpicuous 
nency^ and in foundnefle of love b 
truth, that the Popilh Teachers wei 
able to corrupt tnem any loiter 
their feducements. 
I His month is mofi fmet^ yea^ i 
I altogether kvelj. This it my htk 
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and this is my friend^ O l>Mghirs ^f^e- 
rufdlem. 

His mouth if mffji fipe'n^^ . j 

^ ' The tdcxaniie" of the Gofpell wasi 
fcai%ht morieQaad ttiofc favourly by gP^l 
hannes Rochefana, and other Miniftersria 
Bohemia. \ 

Hc^ is altogether lovely y or defreMc^.'^ 
Chrift then began againe fo to difpenfe 
himfelfe to his Church , in giving them, 
the feith and fenfe of his goodneffej 
that now they faw or found nothing ia' 
Chrift, or in the profeflion of his namej 
but what was wholly defirablc. Thcic-j 
bukcs of Chrift began iiow to feemcj 
greater riches, then the treafures ofEgjf^ 
or Sabjlon in fome former ages : they that| 
ksf the truth were often brought to y celd; 
and recant •, but thefc faw nothii^ to be| 
more defired then Chrift. Befides, he is^ 
now called holy and dcfirable,becaufc fof 
many fo genejiHy were ftirr^ up to dp- j 
firfrand fcekc lefoimationr TJk Rcgi^; 
were white and ready to the harveft, elfc( 
Luther had not found fuch good fucceffcj 
in his Miniftery. 
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This is my beloved, and this is mfriend.ji 
The dodrinc of certainty orourado-^ * 
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tiony JofUfication, Salvation^ bc^: 
more plainly to be dHcerned and acl 
ledged: Chiiftisnot onely &ke a 
fixeablein himfelf ; but then the C 
could more boldly fay ^ ThU i$n 
ved, tbkis mj friend. 
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W Hither uHiy kUvcdpm^ 
among mmm f nAiAet'k ihf Mmd mnei 
iifidcftbaxpemaffeel^bimw .\^ 

'2 A|^ ftr/otied U gom dmm into hk garJk^ 
tmhebeds of juices, to feed in fhi'tardens^'^ani 
to gather lilies. 

I am my beloveds, and Mjf behved k mine : 
edetb among the lilies. 

4 thou art beautifvtt , O nrf love, a$ 7'irzab^ 
comely as Jerusalem ^ terrible as an amfy with 
bfmers. 

-* ^ * 9'urne away thine eyes from me , for they have 
overcome me : thy hake k as afiockjfgoats that af^ 
fearefromGilead. 
6 tbyteeA mas 4jhck^ofi!seie^%W(^^ 
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Uf fr9m tbc wafliing^ whereof ev^ry. one learctb 
\mimieSf dnd tbert is not one. buften nm^ tbcnu , V 
I 7 As a fiece of FomsgrMtii ate tfytmfles 
vritbin thy hck^s^ ' > 

8 7bere are ibreejiore- ^eneSy and fourefcore 
^ Concubine Sy and virgins without number. 

9 Mypoveymyyndefikdifbmohey^fbi k the 
onelj one of her M»fter, (bee is ttle cboice one of her 
that bare her : The daughters faw ber^ and bleffed 
her : yea^ tbe$mn6S and |ib^ ConcubmeSyond they 
fraifed fcer. ^ * ' 

10 Wh^i$fie}bat loof^th, ijw'ii ^.ti^e mormngy 
faire as the moone^ cUare as the junneysind terrible as 
& army with bimets ? ' — 

III went domtt in^ tbf%afdenofnuts to fee 
the fruits of the vaffey^ ajfi^me^wbemr the Vine 
fiourifbedy and the Tmegrdndistrndded* 

t]beC^iMsof,Jtfnfinadab^. . .,_j . .,,^ \jf\f 

13 i^eturne,T^mfU^,d.S^^ 
tume^ thatm,ntff.ml^ ufpti.thee i.vfpat^wul^oti]^ 
tV the ShuUm^^ >• .^ it were 't^e.fmpakjflof^p^^ 
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Cznt.6.i.Wbithtr is ihf htkvltd^mel 
th0» fairefl kmmgwdmen^ whHberis^bj 
Moved turned afidc? tbst mniitjfeekehim 
with thec^.1 \ 
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'T* He Churches afieftionate defcrilnii^ 
'' and ptaifing Chrlft, ftirred up mb^ 
then CO looke after Rd^oh tod faSAta 
mation.; .i'jr..--; • .*'iij,-. ..j;..\>'f 
-: riiftj wee iriiiy heir fee die daag^erp6 ufe t. 
&a{dtvag the Cburdi wkh/weakb; and 
pleafures andifaonoiir. : tCc^/^Mfni^hadtii 
the firft verfeenebdatetitfaf Owrdb wttlt 
wealth and honour \^ -.and! hereupon tl^ 
Qiarch &Ueth'itito alon|(fle6pe y' which 
{hee (hook not! wholly o£r for many ages. 
No. wonder 'then oFtbat fpeech hesprd 

Eeck^am : Noylr .is f>oyi<>D powr<kl.0i; 
fallen into the ChuEch. ' .. , i' 

- Secondly, this may lee usiiee thtt lihcM u^« *• 
have .not the fpirit of the ,Charch.i» 
Chriftjthat whenthey heare many voi^<» 
in ReUgion carried lundiy waiesj knQW» 
notvvhomtoiblkwt^cantKilcdlliQei^W^b ^ 
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|6^ AlV^BUfwMckptbieffeJsiigerMtr* Ch.5; 

I is the true voke of Chrift among them : 
This Church here codd diilcem uxH voice 
of Chr^ even in her fldep, how much 
itiortdafiiVifihe had heed ^^eiliwake^r I 

u<e ]. .^ThkdLjTfdiisistoedioitixxhMinifters 
aaid' ofctor fiutfafoU' Cfafiftiaiis to watcb^. 
fiilndle,left otiierwifecorrui^tiQnm ^io^ 
Anne and worihip grow amoogft the 
podiJle, oil thclocls of Chrift be wholly 
dfAwd widK fq)^rftitidii$ $ tiie locks of 
€hHft^ to wi^^ comnoa Qitiftiaiis. 

ufe 4: Fourthly , this may teach us to know 

dut^i^ provide ncAwdl for ch^ *' ''' 
imot&aatomi ludgement^ that 
opfbni the voipe df dteaoeieiit Chnrches 
nrthclirchkf pattern and giudanceiddo* 
^xine and wonh^ : who would build up* 
00 the wordsof a man (though otiierwife 
a:good«nan) when he is hatrnUep tf < '. i ' 

\)i&i. p 'Vifihly,h^ewie maydifeemitisbettier 
the<>htttohfliouidt)petf4o Ghrift^jppea^^ 
iMii^before him in the naked fimjocii^^ of 
his worfhip, then to cover our Mivesdnd 
lus worfliip with the blaidcets »id inyen* 
tk>ns <^menS'Weavii^>whidi wiU but lull 
the'ChuFchafleep io drowfie performab- 
etsof .p«fyai6bdty worfliip^ and caufe 
i Cyft totivltfadxaw him&Iffiom us. 
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Ch,6, rtrficmmsinprneoiarifftlims, i6f 

Sixthly, this may teach us to kiiow> to [ u(e *. 
our fliame and griefe, that our drowfie 
heaits iidll neele^to open to Chrift upon 
his oiling and knocking^unlefe he be pW 
(cdto put the finger ofhisfpiric into our 
hearts, to open an entrance f6r himfdfe. 

Seventhly, the faithfuU muft not won- u& 7. 
ddr, tf, dpenu^ their hearts to Chrift and 
fedcii^ afirr him, fometimes tfaey fiade 
him not; foritwas fo v^ith the Church 
here, and hath been fowithtfaefidthfull 
inall ages : V^ negledinstoie^ve him 
when hee ofieretfa hunfeir, wee muft noC 
wonder if for a time be ne^left us, 
Eighthly,wem^ from htoce learn that ufe<. 
badMinifters wil fooner bear with any dif- 
order in people, then feriousfeekuigaffsr 
Chrift,9nd after the purity of ordinances. 
Ninthly,wemayherereeperfeciitionsaT i^^^, 
lienate not dieafiedions of the£u£hful,but 
inflame them to mcMre ardenqr and earaeft 
piirfuite after Chrift, as this Church did; 

Tenthl^,it may be known the Chuirh ufe i o. 
hath lyen m a deep fleep, when common 
Chriftians can more acknowledge the 
Church then Chrift himfelf , when they 
can fee her rohctbefaireftsmntgwimen^ 
but knownotahyeminoitworth in Chrift* 

L 4 ^ iJCTtA^ ^^ 
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x68 FakhfuUChriflidns before Lmher. Ch.6. 

ufc 1 1 . I Eleventhly, the eftate of many Chur- 
ches, in many ages, maketh but one body 
of Chrift ; in every of which Chrift ma- 
nifefteth himfelf, in fome members more 
eminently then in others; . 

ufc II. TwelvetWy, Chrift had his faithftdl 
people and members in the world before 
iMhtr was born ; yea, he (hewed himfelf 
glorious in fundry of them, in the darkeft 
times of Popery* 

ttfe n- Thirteenthly^in Chrift it's wdlkoown 
there is nothing but vdiat is lovely and 
defirable^ even perfecutions for his£ake 
are lovely and glorious. 

ufc 14. Fourtcenthly, it is no comfort, or but 
fmall , to kniiw Chrift to be every way 
precious and excellent ^ unlefte wee can 
alfo fay, hee is ours : This is mj bel§vtd^ 
thisisnsjfrifml, O jec^ dM^ers ef ^aru- 

ufe If. I Fifteenthly ) the afieftionate faithfuU 
preaching and fetting forth of Chrift^ftir- 
rethup in others a Yavii^ knowledge of 
Chrift, and hearty affedion to him. The 

I Church here delcribeth Chrift aflfedio- 
nately and faithfully, fpeaketh of him as 
herownej whence the daughter^ of gP^# 
rufikm are converted and ftirred up to 

'/eefc after him. Laftly^ 
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Laftly, hearts truely touched withfin- \xbiu 
cere defire after Chrift , chofc rather to 
feck him in the Churchy in thefdlow- 
I (hip of the Churchjthcn bv waies of fepa- 
tation, as this Church 6iaiWhk^i$ thy 
beUved tmncdafidc f that m mtffieke him 
with thee. 

Mf Beloved is gon€^ into his gsrdenJ} 
The holy Ghoft in thde words dHcen- 
deth to let forth the ftsltp of the Church 
reformed by the Miniftery oiLnthk^ and 
other late l^vines> as in the verfe foUbw- 
ing the calling oEthe ^fiMT,. 

This reformed Oiuich is diverfly de- 
fcribed: 

Firft, by Chrifts vifitatioh of hfa:,to- 
gether with the endsthereof: 

i.Tofeedin the gardens. 

%. TogatherlilieSj verfe a. 

Secondly^ by hqr mutioll fi^owfliip 
with Chrift, v^)? J. 

Thirdiv^ by ihcr Acrccs of rifing : 
wheitin{neisukenedtobe9w/?4. . 

i.fisTir!{dh. 

2. As femfakm. 

^. As an army with Bdm^s. ' . T^^ 
- Fourthly, by her members, a/rr.55^7« 

i.Ejes. ^ - 
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^.. Tteth. 

4. UltmfUs, 

FifUy,Dy comparing the fevetal 
mcd Oiurches, as amoi^thieix 
and tMefemng one above the lef 
refonned Churches there. 
: X. As ,^MnM», 6q. 

a. As CtaM&MMf^So. 

J. As rhrgiai mtbmt nmAety ve 

4. As 4 Dkv ( and who, 

■ . Krit^to Chrift is imdefiled. 

Secondly > to thevriioleChurc 
»»ely^,3satbtietme. 
Thirdly, to the reft : 
■: %• Meded, fothelXw^Av. 
s.Pndfed, to the iS§fenes itad 

yVerfeS^. 
iiyieUved iigtrndtmnehitabit^ 
tiAiikis tf^Sy ufetdmtkegar^ 
UgMtherUUes, 

Hf.hehveiis gmejjdnnku.i»tti 
<^ O The Cburch, which Chri 
vifited, and wherein he was firft fb 
that generall Apoftlifie wherei 
Chnrch fought Cnrift and could o 
I him. ' 

J In the former Chapter was the C 
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of Wittenburg rdbnned by the Mimflery 
o£ Luther^ which was a ^rdcn ^ being 

Hrft^ftorcd with variety of godly peo- 
ple, as fweet flowers fet in order, (ome 
ccadiing^fome hearing. ^ 

Sax)nmy/fcncedin'as with a hedge, 
pale or wsil, by the protedion oEFrede^ 
r^i the eood Duke of 5^#f»n 

Thirmy, a place wh»ein (jhr^ walk- 
ed (as wee doe in our gardens) to refirefli 
himfelfe and his friendsi . . • ^ : 

h ^pne dimffc^inii lntg/ard0$S}Dc£^ 
ding from thofe famous cities 'and emi- 
nent places of i^iKw and CmftMintfU^ in- 
to a mcane country city • 

T§theiedsrfjj^esJ^hKax£cmGirma^ 
ny^ at thattime, fundry Chriftianswere 
1 called aikl fort^ intbfeveiall bedsimd 
companies in feveralifdace^^ though 00c I 
aitaining at the firfl: to be To many gar-- 
dens, fo many (b^erall Churches. ' ' 

Toped mtbe gdrdrnJ} In procefleof 
dme, thefe ihreraU bexls of fpices (^ccffii** 
panics of ChrifUahs) grew uptothefar 
fhion of juft and full Churches in Zimch^ 

IStTMbnrgh^ BrafeB^ Bfrm^ GemvaJxGdes 
Tafud.-y , ■ 
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/ 



Fitft^both himfelfe with htt. peoples 
prayers^and other worflnp and obedieiice* 

Secondly, his people with his Word 
and Sacraments, and other ordinances. 

And to gathtf lilies ^ that is, to cather 
and call more and more fiuthfuli Gnrifti- 
ans out ofa wild field of worldly people . 
into the fellowfhip of his Church, as it 
were, u gather lilies mtobisgmrdm. 

They are called /i/!rr J, 

Firft, for their BurendTe. / 

Sec6ndly/or exdellency, or eminenqy* 

Thirdly, for Gods care in providkg 
for tfaenk beyond their owne labour m 
induftry. 

I mm my beloveds ^ *dnd mj beUved is 
fmm:befiedethammgtheliUes. 
' I Mm npjf televeJs^ Md mf Moved is 
mneJ} Which words imply fiMire things : 

Hrft, that the Church had fanul&u^ 
lowfhip with Chrift in his'holy publ&e 
ordinances ; efpedally in the maine dof 
^rineofpardonoffinsby Chrifhbloud 
alone, ard of juftification by faitfi. 

Secondly, that flice enjoyed fliis fel- 
lowfhip with him , before the time of 
• r k. ^^ deliverante out of a Bdiylmifb , or 
Verfc if!^l ^^^^fi captivity : *for the f?une words 
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arcufed upon the deliverance out of £4- 
btl^zrA cijjoying Godsordinances in their 
o^vcjco\xv/iy j but with this diffijrcflcc': 
dieie the dOmirch faith^ Jtfjr behvei u mit^j 
MdJ>sm.hh% becaufe^, firft, hee deliveared 
her out oFl?4^^/, before hcegave.hc?.thfc 
ftee life of his ordinances % but hcrethe 
Church faith) lammj behveds^ Mdnty it- 
Iwed is mine ^ becaufe ibee firft fouqd 
Chrift In his ordinahces, before (heeqi- 
joyed deliverance from fubjedion to 
Romt^^ for Anther preaiched agaiiUl (^e 
Popes paidofis, before he rejeded the fu- 
premacy of the Pope. 
< Ifhiix9f9lriieir opeapr^ieffion of t^^ 
|eliowi|^('vNth Chrifi^infto the Princes 
of 6m»^5()p^ agstinftthc 

MafTcjp^afld? other x,comiptions ia the 
Churchy! aid^arowedijie defeficdof the 
refbnhi&bnbc^n^' whence they were 
aftcrwiidtalledProtdfeints^ ; / 

S. FotiiftlUy^^^.Ghrifts gracious prottt^n 
of chofe Churches, fpecially inf hei( ^ 
begirammb £;for how .fliould Lmboi (« 
pociie' mer)' have; att^Mpted 'an4 ;go^v 
tihrbi^-iiiuttr fb great a ytpiVyif^^c^' 
ft&:h great and generall oppofitioQa and 
in the did die qiuedy itfhis^bcd; ifChnft 

I ' >CAi^ 
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* I King. 
14. 17. 8c 



ilGa£i 



Hm Tirzah bfiberhemtji' ' C 



had not held him as it were in his ano 

fidheeh himfdfe and itreindieoed] 
M>ple, cooverfii^' amonglrratai',- ' 
ihtytreforwhirdieflie^aiid puri^yan 
roMiiaiion. 

hukkrs], • ' ^'fl '-• • ' • '■-! •; ••.■.>• 

TI&M 4r^ $mt^4t Tirtklki^ ft 

was the diiefe eiiy^ ofiheKiti^oa 

ifaiilfikct thejT ittd repaiatedihemfi 

wardbuilded*. ■' / ' r'o;: •. 

11i^efty<aiWiQ«venierMifJ|tfdie< 
pie ha>nng? recbui^ to k Bki)v^li^ 

diJIgrace and otmqiie with tfae^oie 
^iiflfehifine aiUs feparadflu. fii^n 

rebellion agaitift*«be Kihg ^.^PM] 
thi^^dnotdinaktiAi'faerbdaitf 
tfiii f^i^u»iid^«iasr^om:Ood: 
■> > Merward 7Sir;e^ Ibft^ her is^antii 
cittl9ii^'the»igQtddtinCfltves^ian7 fid 
MWbhadfykiSta^the id(U(tttyI»6^ 
Wm v^ittkitii)n[^d well, iacni)inuii 
^^^M^of><Gt»d;' ivfiomlsiiidod 
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iMied in the Teazle of^^/2/!Mi. But5«> 
hmtmt here il^ieaketh dLTvrxJi while (hee 
retaaoed her beauty : And indeed thpce^ 
formed Churches were in thislikeunto 
7]7e«ft'^ flt firft in diigrace and oUoquie 
for their Reparation from £ffMir,aad rebd- 
lion againftthe En^erourand other Prin- 
ces ; and yet neveraieleflebeautifiiU^be- 
caufi; tfaiis Reparation was from Ood^oxe- 
gard'of idolatries of the CbtiEchof Jtanv, 
greater dien thofe diSdbmw, 

Thus the Duke <^SMmf and the land- 
grave Off Hi^Awere ^tofcrflied ss Rebds 
j^aififttfae1Emperow,'ai»l yet their «aufe 
wasb&antiMandgbod. TheiMOifidl* 
d^Citimeia Ei^ttM were buciMdiBi Kliilfi; 
Hemy die Eighm's ddes^ iicie6cfcs,aail 
reftadoiiy Sul^eds or Rdiels, yet jbeauti^ 
ftiU in Gods fight. 

Ccmeif m ^emj^em. 3 In procefle of 
time die Chinch wore outmefnfyidbB 
and difgrace of herefie^md feparatiotfiaiod 
rebellion. Tad was coumenanoed and 
adorned % B^yall Lawes in the daiesofi 
King Edmardae SSaOk, and by Lawes of 
the Em^ toleraciiK die PrbccAsat 
Prinxs, ib that tfaeCbusdi ieemed as 
ferHjakmy the date of Pondesytbe cnie 
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Verfe f. 
*chap 4 9, 




Church ofGod,andatunkyalfoi0 

it £:lf^ wherein thecomefinefleconf 

fKr^^ufdtm had beenthnre^ 

Zm^sikitt^ Millo^ and all three wd 

togC!^idriAtox)ne^m^/2i/ii».- fotbs 

diierehccs \KX^cm Lmherans is^i 

nifis ifi dodrineonddiicipline at (ji 

wec^all:compa(5teci together ini^coi 

love^inilidr harmony of confi^&xi 

r TirniiU as m arhh witbbameri^^ 

Church was itmifw as Tirzahm 

ilemf the BighthstiMe, ^mefyof^ 

\ lemiti KingJUmardtitt Sixths dnoe^ 

6le oiOnJiiinywnkl^M^ inQ^d 

Uth$ tifxic, whei^ the ProteftantPi 

tw ficirmidable to bhe Emperour^ 

n^andthelbw Countries to the J 

4r4/ani3PopelHbW teniblc wastiiat 

throw which the5]^^/4riinl88.retei 

Tiay^am^tln^tti6i^c.l^ Thici 

above *Jof£heGhuich aflcmblcd^ai 

min&ftctSHC^iHer^Ksnber^i^ confidei 

part j'ais>firft<,kiiowlai:^ ^ fecondly^ 

Ih bof b- ire^ds. thi feies ofthc Ch 

i wer6' tu6nderfiill . aimiable ^ lb that C 

I fpeakefh aflPedionatfy to the Cbucch 

J the manner of Loyecd^ nvifhcfd wid 

/ beautyoi.t!bck'S^>£t^ : .vv\ 
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Chap.4.i. , 



Turne avajthine eyes, for they have over- 
come tne.'} 

What worthy Miniftcrs did that firft 
age of the Reformed Churches yceld < as 
Luther^ Cdvin, Martin Bucer^ Cr/tnmery 
Hooper , Ridley , Latymer , &c. What a 
wonderfiill meafure of heavenly light did 
they of a fudden bring into the Church < 
and that out of themiddeftofdarkneflfe 
and Popery^ ffom whence it was^ that 
the knowledge and faith pf the Faithfiiir 
then was wonderfoUy enlarged farre be-* 
yond the ignoranicc or former times . 

The eyes of the Faithftill in Chrifts 
time lav under their lockes, as hindered 
from cleere fight by many errours ^ but 
the eyes of the faithfiall , now feeing 
the truth much more plaidy, arc hot- 
hindered by fuch lockes hanging over 
them : How cleerc was their faith, t^iat 
having feene him which was invifiblc^ Hcku. 
fearecf not the fiercenefle of their '7- 
Kings and Princes, biit endured pati* 
ently.fifiry Perfeciitions , and bloody 
Maflacres i 
Thihuire is like afiocke ofgodts. . ! y^ 

Thf teeth are like afiock rfjhuf vohichgoo 
up from wafinng. 
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I 178 How the Prim.andRef. church differ.Ch.^. 

As A fiece of P$mgrandf ire thy temfles 
mthin thy leeks. 

The cftare of common Chriftians fct 
out by the hairc, and of the Miniftcrs 
fct out by the teeth, and of the Church 
Govemours fct forth by the piece of 
PomgranatC) was the fame in the Church 
rcforaied , as in the Primitive Church, 
where the defcription of thefe parts is 
ufcd , and here repeated only with this 
difference ; The teeth are not fo even 
cut in Reformed (^hutches as in Chrifts 
time } fome of them exceed their Bre- 
thren in Authority and Jurifdidion, 
whereas thofe were ftam^ to more 
brotherly love in Chrifts titoe 5 whence 
the teeth they are faid to be even cut, 
which in thefe teeth is here left out 5 
yet both the Miniftcrs of higher and 
lower rankc, were as fheep flocking 
and conforting together, wafliod with the 
Laver of Regeneration , fruitfull and 
powerfoll in their Miniftery, and theie- 
rore arc here defcribed,as a flock of fheep 
come up from the wafliing , whereof eve- 
rj om beareth twinnesy and none is lusnen 
among them. 

Fu:ft, wee \XiVi here learne to behold a 
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dififerent cftatc of the Church. Some- 
times it is in a Garden ^ fundry Chrifti- 
ans gathered together mto beds and 
knots, and growing lip into good order 
together, delighting and refrcflungboth 
God and man with the favour of their 
fweetncffe : fuch was, and is the eftatc of 
the Chnrch reformed. Sometimes again^ 
the members of the Church fcattered a- 
broad in the wilde fields, feeking where 
they may finde Chrift, as in the former 
Chapter. 

Thp Church is here yifible, as in a 
Garden , in fome of their eminent and 
principal! members. If then the Pa-? 
pifts aske ^ where was the' Church vifi- 
ble before Luther ? The anfwcr is, it was 
vifible, not in open Congregations in- 
deed, as it were Gardens 5 but in fun- 
dry members of the Church, as fweet 
fpices and flowers , growing here and 
there , whom the Popes and then: In- 
ftruments, like wilde Boares fought to 
root out, and yet God prefer vcth them. 

Somtimc, the Church findcth Chrift 
comfortably in her folemnc affemblicSj 
when good Chriftians arc met to^;cthc» j 
tofervehim in the fimpUcfe? e€Vsi&^b^-\ 



The- 

Church 
how vifi- 
ble before 
Lutber. 
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Ch.6. 



life 2. 



Ufcj. 



Ufe 4. 



ufcjr. 
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dinances : fomctimcs , When they can 
findc no fuch Gardens, nor him in any 
place openly worfliippcd, yet even then 
they feeke him here and there whercthey 
can finde him. 

Secondly, the like ufes are here to be 
made of thefe Gardens, of that Chapter 
4. ver. 14. 

Thirdly , to teach us a true defcription 
of a Church : It is , as it were, a Gar- 
den, anAffembly of many good Ghri- 
ftians^ or Saints . as it were fweet fpices, 
or flowers, fet in order, as it were* 
beds, or knots , amot^ft whom Chrift 
walketh, they enjoying fellowfliip with 
him in his publique Ordinances, and hee 
with them. 

Fourthly , to refiite the arrogancy, 
or ignorance of the Separatifts , who 
refufe to keep fellowfliip with reformed 
Churches, whom Chrifl: yet keepes fel- 
lowfliip with ^ fliall man be more pure 
than his Maker i or the fonnes of mor- 
tall men more holy than the fonnes of 
God^ 

Fifthly, to exclude the Popifli Syn- 
agogues from the number of Chrifts 
/ (^dens 5 the Gardens and Churches I 
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of Chrift, as they have Chrift walking 
in them, fo they know it, and profefle it, 
and re Joyce in it. 

I dm tny tt^el-Moveds, and my weUbelo^ Vcr.j. 
ved is minej} The Church of Rome dif- 
daines fuch a foi^ as Hereticall prefum- 
ption, to fay ^ I am my mUteleveds, and 
he is mine. 

Sixthly, this doth teach us, that when u^ 5^ 
Churches kecpc thcmfclvcs clofe to 
Chrift, and to the fimplicity of his Or- 
dinances 3 that they can fay, I am my wel- 
beloveds, and hee is mine. Chrift will ke^ 
himfelfe powerful! and gracious amongft 
them, for their protediqn and comfort; 
hee will not &ile to (hew himfelfe theirs, 
when they failc not to fhew thcmfehrcs 
his. 

Seventhly, this may teach us, not to ufcr. 
WQnd<T if Chrift ian Aflemblies be at,firft 
fufpc^ed y ^ Tir^^fh for (edition , repa- 
ration, &c. It is the lot of Gods Churfch, 
which when it groweth up to be better 
known, win appeare to be as it is, come- 
ly as ^erufukm. 

Eighthly, from the defcription of the y^^ g 
Church here by her Members, Eyes,* 
Haire, Teeth, Temples j gather here Zr . 
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gaine in the fame Ufes made of the like 
defcription, Chap.4. v^/^ ^'>^^S*P^S^ 
in Ufes z^SA- there exprcffcd* 

Ninthly jobferve the Reformed Chur- 
ches to be the fame that the Primitive 
Church in Chrifts time , was in fuodry 
principall Members and refpeds; ai^l 
therefore the fame Members in the 
iame fort defcribcd , word for word ; 
yea, fuch fellow(hip as the Church or 
the Jewes had with Chrift coming out of 
Babylon^ the fame have the Reform^ 
Churches with Chrift coming ' out of 
Romiih Babylon. 

There are threefiere ^enefj ^rndfime- 
ficre C$9icubines^ Md Fir gins irith^m mm- 

This Verfe containes the laft part- of 
the defcription of the eftate of the Rcfor^ 
med Churches, which is a«btnparifoili«f 
diem togeclier amongft'ttetefelves j of 
whom fome are, '\^- '■ * , * 

Firft , Queenes , and *hey; aic tifirte- 
fcore. 

Secondly, Concubines, 'arid they are 
fourfcore. •■■ \ 

" Thirdly, Damofels, and they without 

/number. 
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Secondly, one is eminent above them 
all unto Chrift : Firft, a Dove, Secondly, 
undeiiied. 

Secondly, her felfe one. 

Thirdly , her mother, an ondy choice 
one* 

Fourthly, her daughter, blcfled. 

Fifthly, the Qucenes and Concubines 
commended her. 

There /ore three fcire Simenesisndfmre- 
fme CmctAines^ mi Damofels, 9r VirgmSy 
withommmber. 

Queenes differ from Concubines in 
fbure rcfpeds : 

Firft, Queenes, or chiefc Wives are ta- 
ken intx) fellowihip with their toyail Huf- 
bands by folemne ftipulation, and with 
confent and folemne rcjoycing^^pf friends : 
The Concubinesare not fa, as Bilhab and I 
Ziifhah^Bic. A man takes fuch to him 
rather by right of Dominion, than by fel- 
lowfliip of Wedlock. ^ 

Secondly, Qittcncs ,; or cfeiefc Wives 
brtee with thenriiowries to. their ^Huf- 
bands*. 

Hence, Leshomm to LMfiitUs^mMMvi' 
mony, would notgive his ftftex^ fine diPe^ 
left he (hould fecm to give her /« Ctmcubi' 

M 4 noxum 



Vcrfcg. 



12* 



* I King. 
9,16* 

Sea X. 

Withoai 



- » - # 
ScA &. 

*Withoar( 



^MMi* 



1 84 Wwes and Concubines hm thej difer 



nattm fotius tjuam in MMrimcmmn 
Concubines were taken without 
for the moft part, as Hdg4r, Bitha 
fhdh,8cc. 

Thirdly, chicfc Wives had thi 
of the femilies in their owne hand 
had govemnrient of the houfe un( 
with their husbands. Hence it 
Hdgar y though called i^braham 
yetisfaidtODein54r4^xhand, wl 
corrected her : the Angell calleth 
rahs maid^ and fhee calleth Soi 
MiftrefTe, as likewife the AngeU d< 

Concubines, though fecondary 
yet wercbjutasfervantSjfave one 
wereadmitted to the fellowihipof c 

Fourthly, chiefc Wives brougl 
chfldren, to whom belonged the 
;tanccV whereas Concubines c 
•had) fori the moft part onely 
gifts given then. That Ban and 
// , Gad and t^Jher^ the fonnes oi 
and XilfhiA had Ldieritancesainoi 
brethron^ was by extraordinary di 
tion. 

Quecijics then^re fuch R eformc 
gr^atidns where fuch proper 
Quecncs . ate fovuxd \ Chdft (i 



Gen.x6« 

Vcrfcf 
vcrfc 7. 
ver(e 8. 
verfe $• 
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I Ch.5, We fwue no dowry to give to Cbrift. 1 8 j 

lookes for no Dowric from us for his 
owtie ufc, he ncedeth nothing of ours, 
neither have we any thin^ to give him, 
but our owne nakedneflfe, falthincflc, 
and beggery. Here therefore looke at 
Chrift in the perfons of the Minifters, 
whofe Vicegerents they are, and Embaf- 
fadours alfo ^ and in whofe name they 
being married to the Churches, doc be- 
get children to Chrift j though Minifters 
confidered in comparifon with Chrift^ 
they are but as the friends of the Bride- 
groome, not Brid^roomes them&lvcs. 
Such Churches then , and Coi^egati^ 
ons arc Queenes whom the Miniueris and 
Goi^regations do with mutuall fiECCcon* 
fent chufe either the other ^ as when the 
people do give up thcmfclves, firft, to the 
Lord,and then to thcMinifters by the wU 
of God.Qf this fort are fundry Congrega- 
tions in England,and very many in the re^ 
formed forain Churches: Othet.<it>ngre- 
gations,which have Minifters thru();i»mxMi 
themt -without their liking and confent, 
and whom Minifters have to them by 
fomc clandeftine conve)rances, lUre more 
like to: Concubines. 

Againe , fuch Congregatiot^ as 
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come to their Miniftcrs with a 

dowry ^ and comfortable and hoc 

ble maintenance, they are like wive 

thers who bring little or no maiote] 

with thtoi, are like to Concul 

though indeed the former conditi 

more efTentiallto lawfiill marriage 

wit, free confent, and mutuall ftipiil 

on botii fides^ for as fomctimesla 

wives have but poore dowries, and < 

cubines fometimes bring large nu 

nanoe with them: . fo fbme Coi^ 

cms that freely confeni: to the accep 

of their Minifters can allow cheti 

(lender maintenance , whereas (on 

dhit]S4]pon whom Minifters thnift tl 

ftlves are richly endowed : Furthem 

fuch Congregations as enjoy the p< 

of the Kcyes, they are as Quccnes, 

fidl wives. The Kcyes of the K 

dome of Heaven, are - 

Fiift,theone of Knowledge, JLi^ 

Secondly, the' other of Jurifdid 
3/4«*,i8,i8. and both of them ma 
ned,Jii:4;r.i5.ip, 

. Where then a Congregation chjoj 
7 a faichfull MixJUter^ ^ o^t^^ 
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into the Kingdomc of Heaven to penitent 
belecvers, and {hutting it againft impe- 
nitent hypocrites and fcandalous livers, 
j there the power of the Keyes is not wan- 
ting 5 and if withall they have liberty 
cxercifing Jurifdidion , there is tlieir 
Queen-luce, or Wife-lilceauthority more 
compleat. Of this foit are divers, both 
Engliih and Foiaine Churches ^ tlmigh 
fundry Germane Churches dif^mg 
the Keyes of Knowledge mcnecoitiqitly 
in their Dodrine of thetSaciQuneiii^rftbd 
Predeftinatioti , and nqgldfting tht i^iof 
Excommunication, doe rather tnrne to 
the condition of Concubines J * :^ - 

But fach Churches as have no Prea- 

I chers, or fuch as have tio power in iiicir 

gifts to open and (hut the Kingdotnc of 

Heaven, to the confcience and fodlcs of 

men, they are as Concubines. 

Laftly, fuch Cotfigrcgadons where the 
people refflaineMl%nbrant in daHdKfiTe, 
and are ndt- brought on to be begottcnbf 
God ll^ the Ihrdy ' WttrH of Rcgonprafi-^ 
on, but continue altdgedier igriorant, 
wordly, and profane 5 tl$y aie asCoiscu-: 
bines whofc childrewj^ttfitnor^ihough 
I God may give thert fiutwardbicffings. 



I 



kMH 



; 



/ 



x8g Scmcitj §fTr€M€hers i»frfi Refrmmion. 

But fuch Congregadons where the 
is lively to tte b^ettii^ of foule 
immoioll inheritance, they are 1 
wives, yea Qucenes : Of this fort o 
gli(h and Forain Churches have : 
(God be bleflfed) though the Chi] 
R#?.3.4. 1 54r^i^ hath but a few names. 

Ddm^fcls art m$hmt numter^ drc 

mofels, or Vii^s in this marriage 

are oflefle rectoning, as being yet 

not fpoken to in way of marriaj 

Chriiland his Minifters^or coily rd 

hiiiu Of this fortthere were many < 

ches at the firft reforming of the G 

to whom for want of Mmiftcrs Re 

latere lent; whence one of the M^ 

wiflied, that everyable MifiLftcr i 

have ten Co^r^tions conunitt 

his charge, till mxaicc provifion cou 

made; fo that fuch Churches thare> 

tfven^ccn to oao^abuadantly ntiaoy, 

ftkatcdy heard of Ghrifts koockii 

I their' hearts by any con&iomtble I 

ftery^ yea, and hcwr many be the 

this day, that ei&dr doe want fuch I 

flaors as^doe dptnife them to Chril 

el& ikte coiljr deny .their motions, 

Aaiid out a^juaSt CVi!6& ^dtheir N 

fters i 
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Of Qucenes hcc rcckoncth thrccfcorc, 
of Concubines fourcfcore. A certaine 
number put for an uncertainc 5 and of 
Churches, the leflc pure the greater* 

Damofels hee reckons without num-« 
ber. 

Firft, partly, becaufc they have been 
exceeding many of them, and are ftiU too 
many. 

Secondly, partly, becaufc Chrift naa- 
keth no account of them, as if they were 
T^ith him miim mmeri, not worth the 
I reckoning, 

Bfft mj Dove^ mj mdefiled u$0e,(jrc.'} 
A Dove is noted, 

Firft, for her chaftity ; 

Secondly, mildeneffc, or itmocency : 
fuch are thofe Churches which goc not 
a whoring after any Superftition, or Ido- 
latry, nor exercifc that captivity of Ty- 
ranny over their Sifter Churches, which 
the Popifh watchmen are taxed for 5 that 
fmote and wounded the Members of the 
Churches ft)r feeking after Chrift, and 
took her vaile from her, which arc un* 

I- fpottcd, undefiled^ either 
Firft, of Romiih pollutions, or 
Secondly, of worldly courfcs. I 

1\^ 
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Js9m^ fuch congregationsaic 

Firft) few, as one to 60. or 80. 

Secondly, a unity^ or brothei 
one wkh anothier, as one body, 
fcartercd into many places^ as JS 
Scoplmdj Germany^ &c. In all C 
doofie 5 fome Churches are more 
nuldci, and unfpotted than others, 
the fame countrcy •, and yet fuch 
few, and though few, yet at entir 
as one body. 

The atuhf one ef her Uliether^ tht 
one of her that bare herr\ In the \ 
phrafe, the whole is the Mother^tl 
are the Members. The true Cat! 
Church of Chrtft is the Mothc 
Reformed Daughters 5 and thefc ] 
ter-Cfaurches that are mofk cha 
milde*, and undefiled, they are 
fteemcd, and beft beloved of the ; 
Catholiqjue Church, as coming 
to her in chaftity, innocency , 
&c. 

The Daughters [am her^ and blel 
yea J the ^ueertes and the Concubin 
they fraifed her.'} Thefe Dauehteri 
therthey be the members oFthc 1 
ted Churches mentioned in the 
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vcrfc^ cither of both, together with thcfc 
Churches that are as Queenes and Con* 
Cubines, doe give honourable teftimony 
of thcfc Congregations that are raoft 
refbnned , and wifli them all profperi- 
ty^ the good things of this lite, and a 
better. 

To bleffe is more than to praife : 
Praife is the acknowledging of any 
good thing in her, but bleffit^ is the 
acknowledgement , 

Firft, of Divine good thit^ : and 

Secondly , thole drawii^ the Chur- 
ches and themfelves thetem neerer to 
God. 

Wfn^ ss/hec^ that hoketh firth 4S the nm- 



mng^ ^r.3 In thcfe verfes, the calling and 

idaiifing 
defcribed oy fix Arguments : 



andarifing of the Church of the Jewes is 
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Firft, by the unexpededneflc of her a- 
rifing, joyned with the admiration of it^ 
who is pfe that lookcth firth i ver. i o. 

Secondly , by the place of her ari- 
(ing, the mormng or the Eaft Coun- 
tries. 

Thirdly, bythed^rees and beauty of 
her^racc. 

Firft^ ftefh as the morning. 
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19% 'the ^i0is iphence^Mdhm t$ he caBe^ 

Secondly, fairc as the Moon. 

Thkdly, bright and clcer as th( 

Fourthly, terrible as an arwj n 
nerSyVtv. Id. 

Fourthly, by Chrifts vifitatic 
with the end ot it, n;er. 1 1 . 

Fifthly, by the unexpcdcd 
which this Chirch found for ha 
ver(e 12. 

Stiithly, by the earneftncfTc 
calling given her. Return, Retitr 
times repeated. 

Who is this that looketh forth i 
words expreflc the unexpeiSed ad 
arifing of a new Church 5 and tl 
the Reformed Churches of the G 
ihe is a Sh»Umtey alluding to S^ 
znckntn^mc o( ^erufalem, the 
City of the Jewcs. 

This Church then thus arifing 
of the Jewes which we look fors 
beginning for fudden convcrfion 
titudes, fnall be admirable to the 
and others^ 

i^s the tnormnj^.l Her arifini 
fembled by the morning, 

Firft, bccaufe this Church fli 
from thcEaftemcCo>a3Di&\fis. 
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ScconHly^her arifing (hall belike a new 
RcfliiTC(aionfromi!htfdca(i..' . . : |Roih.h 
Thirdly 5 her arifing (hall be fptedilyi *^' . 

aisthefamephm'fe intimates: J and6of ' 

. FMre as the Mooni^ bright^ the SunneS] j ^, xo' 
The Moohe is fairc by bcaiity -Communi- 
cated to her from the Sun# In the Suhs 
'brightneffc is light^ heat, refreftiing, and 
all in a glorious manner« The Citizens 
of diat Church fiiall all at that time^ orat 
leaft the body of them,have their (ins for J 
given them by the rightcbufncflc of 
Chrift imputed to them. I'hcSv flftll 4n^ 
joy abundant light of heavenly knovv^ 
ledge. They ftallexcfell in purity of ho-i 
lineflfe. They (hall abound meonTolad^ 
ons to the refreibtt^ of • tljcirtfelves and 
others* 

Terriile as an drmy tviih B/mmrs.li R ead 
iJw.i9.i4,2i. The Armies of the JewiSs 
(hall be terrible to the Turkesand TatJ 
tars, and to the fiilfe Prophet then drifeti 
from Rome by ten Chrilliaft Princes jaticJ 
aflTociating himfelfe to the Turke for fee- 
cour, 

1 nfem dotpnehto the Gardeh ofNuisT^ 
The Jewifh Synagogues/ focaUcd^.^be-- 
caufe of chac voice ofc hvdnc^c ktv<l 
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Uindoeffc drawne over their hearts, as 
it were a hard NtK^ibdl isver theKd>- 

T0 fee the frmtt •[ the vsXits.'} Valr 
leyes lying in the ihadc betweeo two 
mountaines, brif^ iR>rtii fruit life: fo 
the Jewes arc lonjg befi>re dbey bnag 
fytth fruit unto Chrift. 

Tfi fee whether the Vine Jkwifhed , 4m/ 
the Ftmegrmdtes hdded, J The Jewes, 
that for nardoefle of heart, are like t 
Garden of Nuts } yet wboi chdrcoO' 
ver&Mi fliall be wroi^hc, wUl be as 
Vines and Pomegranates , bring fonh 
fweet and wholefome ftuits to the lo* 
ftdbingof God and Man* 

Of fiv» I W4t mme , mj fmiU nuk 
m<^ like the Char et s 9fK^mmituuUhJ\Ot 
iet mee i^n the Charets of a wUliiog 
pec^k; Ttxx. that any thing comdd at 
unawares to Chrift in his owne pet- 
^) butbecaufctohisMinifters, thatin 
his Name (ball goe into this G^eaof 
Nuts. 

The Jewes (hall appeare unexpedodly, 
prepared to embrace Ghrifts calUig: 
, tbjDv (hall fiode, the |ewes as ChaK^of. 
/willing peo^V^, tea^"] v>. TBWH3ft.'«5th(^ 
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thctoj ii^hhhcrfoevtr in Cfirifts l^abe 
ttiey IKall d^ ; thdif foul^ ttiotSA ixi 
i {b<Si^defire it, but they fiwtidbefettA^ 
I aS i^dlndfe' ^ where stfo i^ iAicimated thie 
vtffling readi^id&f of 2 willing txtople a- 
Mdng the Getfdks t6 codv^thci JewiiS 
kit^ <heir' Gotonti'y, ^5t1» Chartts, actf 
i Hotfcs, amid Drotficaaritti. 

tefkh^e, th/tt wit thaj Iwke ttj^thelg : vtM 
mS fie fee in fhe SfmUmik < a^it iftte thi I 
ccmfdvftf Me .Matte's, 

Jiet*rne , fttieh/a ^ SM^itiLji r«^ 
mne,^ this calll f6<»fteti<epicaltedvddt1i 
imply, 

Tirft,the dttileftiidte of thd Miimfters- 
that (hall them. 

Secondly, the hafte that they wbtild' 
have them to make in going thlX3\igh with 
I theirconvdrfion. 

7hA me ntd^ h«lte Upit* tbecy 0'behold 
tikej If i^ the defire of thfc Mittiitetti 
and of al{ the falthfbll, tb bbl^old thfe 
gtoiious Ghuith whcH fbee QaSl 
called. 

asitweftythc Company of twb»Arniies,' 

or the hofts ^Mt^miimi V Ui«^v v 
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This is fpokcni, cither bccaufe die 
Jcwcsfliall,prcfcntly upoir their conver- 
uon > marfhall and ranke themfelves into 
Annies againft Gog and Magogymtr^ 10. 
where (he is faid lozT&tmiyUiSMAr'' 
m^mthBMmrs. Or elfe taking the word 
properly $ the holy Ghoft comparethtbe 
J ewes to an hoftc of Aneels,which ^Acd^ 
faw at MdhAmim : as indfccd the feeble at 
that day (hall be as valiant astheAi^els 
ofGodl This Interpretation feemcch to 
me to be the more likely , becaufc her 
warlike provifion was before mentioned, 
ver.io. OVy otherwife^ the holy Ghoft 
may allude to the hofte of Ifrael and Ju-. 
dah, which went to bring up Dawid ftom 
JMabdnaim to ^erufaUm , after the Ifrae- 
litcs were brought to fee their errours in 
cafting him off for ijibfohm : So (hall 
the Jewes at their converfipn aflemble 
for the eftabliflbment of the Kingdome 
and Throne of Chrift among them^ after 
they (hall be brought to fee their foule 

errours in cafting off Ghrift fo unworthi- 
ly fo long a time. 

ThefirftUfeofthisis fordifccrnii^a 
'different ?ftate of all Chriftian Churches 
and CongrcgaLiVOTi^ ^ ^ttfi xtiall of our 
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owne Pariflics. In one of thcfc rankcsf' 
every Congr^ation is found , either a 
Quecne, a Concubine ^ or a Damofell, 
or a Dove : If we have freely confen- 
ted to the entertainment of a faithfiiU 
Miniftery, coming to us in the Name 
of Chrift 5 ^ if we bring with us to him; 
a fufficient dowry for hiis thaintpnance ; 
If the Word of God (hall be powcr- 
fullyj difpenfed amongfi lis -^ and the 
c>p6niflg arid {hutting of the JCitigdoftie 
of Hciven , ' and withall ^ the Key. 6f 
Difciplinc bey itefr negleftcd : It bun 
^Congr^ations Hrin^ f(^[iiiany \;Jiiti 
d^en to Gbd ,^ partaker^ pF £he ' fifca; 
venly Inherirarice, then 3re -Qur GcJn- 




I 



vide foit tft^-comfocfaBJc ^d hoi 
liotfraMe main^ance^ If the Word 
be hht id dlljpcYfed that tht ■ people ibiy 
fihdc themfelves in good ^' or evjll; i^^ 
•ftate^ : If our' CongrcgatToris bring not 
forth regcnerate'Chriftians to partake of 
the heav«ily tnherita^nce 5' then are they 
but as Concubines in the fight of God : 
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If wee have yet no MiniftetStJwiw. 
us, and befeech us to he recQnc 
to Chrift; or if they doc, ya: wcc 
put them off with delayer y or jrcfi 
t^en are wee Datnofcl^ , bq^ nei 
Queenes iior Concubines, Pp( jf ■ 
fin4e all tjie properties qf Osob^s 
longii^ unto us, and wi^alL, ^n< 
love and cire to kcepe o^r ^ves cl 
to Chrift: , and innpfcnt to man , 
uiid^filed , and unfpottcd , bo|h ^ 
World 0rui q£ Some, then arc wcP 
to Chrift Jefus , choiccft cMM^Q 
tEBc patholick Church. , 

A fecond Ufe is for a difceraii 
di^rent eAate of alL Chrifti^p i 
^pd criall oif ogr owns cftuss b 
God i if our hearts have neye 
been called and knocktsd ax h) 
lively >Vor4 o^ Cot^.,0r4ina(i5e 
if wee have coily piit-^pUf jp. 
tape? to this day, or ^fe to he 
to Chrift,^:hcn are we p^a^pffls. 
brin^ foflh Teed of Rightooufpc 
Chrifl: , by reafon we arc under th 
vemment offuch whp will reqii; 
and well may command it of uS; 
^e but as Concubine$. But if vk 
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Ch.6i HmUtrjiphtthcrwebiSfimfes. 

ly.conde&end to receive and embiaGc 
Chrift iotb. our 'hearts with entire con- 
)ugaU ific^on » and give up our felves 
to him to brii^ forth the fruits of his 
SpiiiC};and are enabled to gtyt^mdour 
Idves and £unities after lus tv^, then 
are wee R^l^aU. ^ufes unto^Chrift 
J^is, and keep ouc fidhres to Ottift 
chaftc^ innocent, ^o& undefiled, and 
eodesvour' to ikm^t ear [does jhm «l 
fihkkitfc efjt^md ^k vthenaiiewee 
as Doves utit» Jdfns Ghtift. v '' 
. i&< xhiid Uie to diced : aid inftiuA 
Minifteiis^^ aiid .pco^ how? to am^ove 
tbcmC^es and .dint- QaaxK^aaooi 'm 
bed Jhit ubco Chiift. Lee not Mi^ 
nftees tbtuft tbemfielves upon diei» 
peotde. againft thlEiir CDd&sts;^ 'but let 
dKik. people ficttiy accept i^tefct/aind 
c(ftDMmluy atcfintdinr tbeiii'; Let the 
Mi^^bcmhft]tLin diTpenfiBg Gods 
Cfiditoilccs , jubd the pe(q>le etedieaii 
to Igtvic np. tiKtefidvcs col Chrtfl::and 
tus, timethj-till.^both groii^ np to hea< 
venlyiJind holi)B. purity of worfhip cmd 
life >, fo (hall our Goi^regalJbB& be as 
Qgenpcs and Etovci to Je£bs Qirift. 
. A. 6>ttixfa.U& may be to eneoucage | uft 4. 
"■' N 4 men 
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men to \v^cs of fpotleiTc InnocmK 
they are not difgracefull^ but bhHfird 
the Faithfull, and praifed^ even of tt: 
that are without. . : . ' f / 

: Fifthly, to reprove the children of 
I S^^atlk>n, who reproach the Churc[ 
ftead of bleffii^ or pi;aifixig them. 

. Sixthly, this may teach us to e^ 
powerful! wd glorious callit^ of 
jfewes in.all'the patticukrs before 
fcribcd rifay. They Tdc now,, as QiA 
Fleece, dry V when the :CentiiesStrc it 
itcn^iwiffl heavenly dew, tjiey'fiii] 
^m. \c moiftened when we ihall teem 
tfi QOK^xadfono^ 

0ieff ftrft^o ^dcoi'% Bed, and 16 uie ] 
cOmjelyiC'hurchvof the- Gentiles into 
fcUowlhip-with Ghrift'^ yet the Cbt 
of thejeifees^ras beatntifull as Bjichel;i 
in the indifinde fellowihle with QhM* 
£ '. Thf^^nr, of thdir^ tidlihgtapp^n 
the ilfete ^wtaa^k th^- holy ■ Ghoft^^ 
icribfisrha' Wcomp9rif«i5,flot 1^! 
from ^fa^ floi^t^,ifor;met^^ 
jewels $: but from hcavcp^jr- l%hts, ' 
Morning Moon, Suhl v ;. ;' 

Itapp^uaih furthirin^ieir unexped 
andfree cexdineffe to t^race Chrii 
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_ >werortiieircaiUi|3gappcares in 
the&?^#fleftikfle aiid ieale ofthdrMi- 
,mfta7,*lht>regikli%iSie haifd fiiell ofthdf 
hearts wherewith .thcy^ere formerly in- 
dokAfVeTi 1 1 Jn ftinif^: tfaeii^ up to &ht 
imanfiilly j aifd temMykk)^ ^ktdTa- 
^ gainf]: the enemies of ^ Church, ver, 1 3 . 

TVm £^jipc!C(%/hafteathc coming 
of thirsi^/^^rjdiiarwe iris(yl:^h6ra her. 
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T H B 

CLES, 

opened and explained* 

The Text. 

Chap. 7. 

XHm Vaiffmr / ikjajott/ of % tbigiti im 
Jewels^ AeworkftfAtlumdsof n ctpodngt 



2 tb)mmllkUkSiifowiigobkt;mbi€bws 
mt Uqmr: Ay My kUk^M beaf tffwbesA^^ 



^^ftfex. 



tm hrtafts an likg two young 
fbii 4fe twins. 

4 mgineckjfafd tower of Ivory : tbim 
Ukt tbefifinfooks in HHbbon , by the gate of 1 
rmim : jby., nofs k as.p>e tower ofUhmon^ t 
M^ fowdOfdVmktf^ 

5 tbine bead upon tSee tt Uk^ Carpet ^ 
tbebaire of tbine bead like piTfk^ Ae King k 
in tbe galleries. 

_ .^ 6 1 



I Cb.7« ^** Stngiffstfigf, 30| . 



6 Hwfme, tmi bov fleafam art tbtu, O 
lovt, ftr delights I 

7 Thif ay fiatim it IH^ « fahne tree, tnd 
thy hresfts to thiftert offftfes. 

th brtflfis Sr^ *e # rii^f efthr vitfe^-itid 

9 Jtid f« rpeff •/ fiji ^wtb ftj^e (ie.i^ 

tmifinitbe^tiffif'thtfi'ibM-mtfleefe A'f^. 

10 I m my klnfir^'Md ^dtjtt*'it-^ 
vtrit mif..-. :'■' ■-■; :'. ■':■. :■■■ rrrrV. 

11 Q>m.i>m W«**rf; /^t w £*r^-i«i» 

tkt pii;\Ut.m W|e iftbe.villaf,et*- rj,; i 

I? Ie( i«f gf( «p farh to tht vsjBgffjkt kt 
uf fee if the vine Jtouriyt^ whelbei'.^'^a^ 
pafe Ofpmei ani the pmegrimait ' hi^'^fitAf 
thm vtit^fikie tbfe my levet. 
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Th B Exr LAM A T.i.bic. 

THis duptntothe tndofdie fbuith 
vcrfe of the oghth Chuiwr,<le(cri- 
brth * fburcftlif eftate ofdie JewUh 
Church. When they (hall conic to he 
eoavificiiiiisoii^'ljpriiiaynCf 

Va&, as it QiaJl be in gaihqiiig and 
gsamigm., va^i :. 

Secondly, as it fl)allbe,groviKi]pto 
her Sc^ie and Maturicy, ver.6^j\ 
, Thirdly, as if (hall be fiirthirenlarged 
l^tSekccefleofthe Gentiles, ■yo-.g.io, 
^ .Jpwttily^ it (hall multiply and fttetch 
ft Telfc into the <i>un£ry ySJ:^^, and 
tbiQUghout the Land dnfiael^iE«r/ II. 
.— «B'«t.ofCi<f.8i -■■'..—,. 

TlMtJin wr/; ii.-the Ghilr«ai=itWto«h 
Ghrift, and with him her felfb to haie 
rccourfe into the Country villages, is 
plaine in the words of the lotmer verfes, 
vrhichfetfoitha three-fold eftateofthe 
SSutaimte converted , is evident by the 
Repetition of the verlcs, verfe 3,7,8. and 
all with fomedificrcnce; andthebrcafh 
are fo defcribed, vtrfe 3. and fct forth an 
unfcttled MiniAery, quickly ftirring up 
^____ "nd 
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and<k)Vffl»C(>^»therjl:lus Church and^ 
(cattered MenH)ers ef it;. 

Th^ Church then in gathering, is de- 
fcribed by Jen parts ^ Feet, JpyntS;^ 
Thighes, NavcU, Belly, BreafbjNc^ke, 
EycSj Nofe, Hea4 Hairc* 

HAP beamifiUl ate thjfia withflMes^ O varfe t. 
Primes Daughter I theiofnts ofm thighes 
are like jewels ^ the W0rk 0ftbeMnd$$fd 
cunning workman. 

Hm hemifuU are tbffiet tpith (hopes , 
r rimes dmghfer ! 2 Iti her feet uiodwich 
fhooes there is a thtce-fbld beauty i for it 
implycth, 

Firftjjjcrisrtume out of Captivity^ as 
on the contrary, bare feet is a eigne of go- 
ing into 'Capuvity. 

Secondly, her challengii^ and recove- 
ry of her loft Inheritance in Ifrael^^i^ 
4.ver.7,8. -^>»3U 

Thirdly, her walking in that peace olT 
confcience which the Gofpelprcpareth: 
whereas he that walketb bare-root, either 
athereth a thick brawny skin upon the 
bies of his feet • or if his feet be more 
tender, hee pricketh them ever and anon 
with thooQcs, Ot little fl]?rp ftones, as | ^ 
fcruples.: a confcience itot forI^^hcd wk^r 
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chie- fDeace, either waxeih <<»( 
brawny , or elfe fenipuk>i]$ mi 
all (he chf«e things are beaoc^ 
ri6U9t a$ on the co^itrmr , it I 
diftuf Dance and defi)ni«ty tio 
captivity, to lell and Iom^ 
maeimaat , to wadke tmqdt^ 
cdffif^bly r and if it be bea» 
gtoiiMs to tttume 08C of bsd 
vity , and to recover the i^stA 
TKMCii lioiv much more is k 
wii|( thefe outvtwd things, to 
fieame our of ^pkitHaD cai^iv 
recovery of an everlafting Inb 
as the levres fluU doe ax tli 

' Frwces Dai^ker .'3 So caUe< 
Fidt, hecstm lAiey are borne 
thePrinee of Piiiflces. 
Secondly, the Jewes convcf 

lie of much gtoiv ^ aurhoriiy: 
the Kiflgs of tlie larth, 

fignifi^ wholtf boties of the t 
mif^ for tiKir 'a^ and ready tu 
th^ exmei^tM ts^Coi. , are ii 
wroiEtght pteciouS' Jewels, dss ' 



O[LiJVh0tobe*dmimdutktSieirmm» i^ 
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man of aQ the woi^ of the Church. 

&f.3 themv€U«idbdiy)aite both^hidt 
dcnparts, ixx coiifpkttoiB to them witb- 
oue^ land therefofeiecfbrth the iiwoMv^ 
fteries, or Sacraments of the Churcni^ 
Baptifme^ and the Lords Suppd:#-Tte 
Navdl, ferving for the houi^iuigof the 
Infant in the wombe> reiembletb B^ 
ptifme, nouriflung ' li^Bmis , and.Aew 
tKmi lxd)es in the womb of tbc CfanHch. 

It wantetii not liquor : 

Firft,of the Spirit of Chrift to fanatfic 
tiid cieanfe us from fia 

Tlfc bcBj : to wit, the Lords Suppci;, is 
afe an hesm of wiieat» fcrftoieofeaocel- 
lent, and (weet, and fine noini(famett, fet 
about with lilfes ^ becaufe onetj the faith- 
fiiU pure Chriftians fliail be admitted to 
partake in that Sacrament. 

The Lmds T^Iefhatt not be fel about 
with vfteds^ pro&neandfcaodaloos fin* 
ners, but with Lilies , worthy Coramu- 

Tbj «tr# bmjks (the )Teacheis of that | 
Church) 4re Mr nr^j^^ 
agHity, tupping up and doiri^tb ilidJc 
thecomreits; inpljmg^that tb&ficife 
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niflei^dfche Jewes, at the cooyetfion of 
dot people, ihall father be ias the £var^ 
lifts,. bound to no certain dace^/tfaanas 
Paitois fixed to any fettled Qn^ega- 
tioiiv which yet; outwardly they iball 
bc^ ■•■.". . 

. Firft , for their likenefle id difpofi- 
oon, . 

, Seccxidly, brothedy equality. . 
. fkf mcke is as a tower oflvtrj : thine \ 
ejes like the fijh'fooles in Hejhhtm ; hj the 
gdc fif Sath-rsifbim .* thj lufi is ds the 
tmer tf Lehmon , which Uoheth ttwml 

Thj necke is ds ^ toiper ef Jvoij,1*^he 
neck. ( as above) is the fiudh of the 
Church, joyning ChriftaftdhisChurdi 
together , as the neck doth the head and 
body. 

Js 4 tmer^ for .ftici^h ^ ef Iv$rj^ for 
predoufocffc , for which &ith is com- 
mended* 

Thine eyes are like the f/b-PooUs in g^ 
bon , by the gate tf Bdth^raUim,^ For the 
abuodsunce of .waeet, meaniag. teachers, 
that they fliall yedd even teatespERe 
penttoce atthcvtcoiwcrfioa ^i -partly, jR>i 
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Jerem.^. 
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I Kif^. 7. 

!• & I0« 

1 Klng.14. 



tfc^ gtcat wrong they had done our Savi- [. ztchAi 
<*it 5 partly, to cofttider the unfpeakablc ' 
and uttderervedkindnelTe of God towafdS' 
thfiii. 

Tfyj Mfe is like the tMer &f Lebdmni 
\ which U$keth twdrd DanMfigu.jThtn 
was a double houfe of the Forrcft of Z^ 
iamp^^ theoneinJetufalepiybuUtby Sd- 
iofMm^ fo calkid by way of irefemblance : 
in which hee put his golden fluelds, 
whence Shijkak takii^ them^ faid to take 
them ouf of Jeruialeni : of this Houfo 
fpeakcth Ifaiah^ Chap,22 .va\8. 

There was another HouTe built in the 
forrcft of Lebamn^ as appeareth by this 
place, which is faid to lobk toward 2)4- 
mafjm^ to diftkigmfh it from the otH«r 
which is in Jcrufalcm. 

Lebanon it fclfe ftood in the utmoft 
Confines of Ifrael, Northwards towards 
Syria : atnd therefore this Houfe bliilt in 
LebdftM is faid to look toward Damap$ts, 
the chiefe City of Syria. Now LebamM 
being full of all manner of fwcet and fra- 
grant trees, and (hrubs, and fpices % the | 
tower built in tebaneri muft needs be 
compaiTed with the fwect fmclling o^ 
dours, to the great rdreihii^ and 6c^ 
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Ch.j. Thdfitj ofgooiMa^flrdtes. 

hairc •, whether it be the common Chri- 
ftians of the Church that hang upon 
Chriijt, or the Officers or Servants that 
hang upon the Magiftratcs of that 
Church, thcjrlare like purple. 

Firft, not onely died in crimfon blood 
of Chrift. 

Secondly , but alfo of a royall hue, 
as purple is a princely dye 5 dl of them as 
Princes. 

The Officers and Escaflers (hall be 
Peace and RighteoufnefTe^ 

Thefc Officers fhall notbafely fliarlce 
for bribes, nor exadl for fees^nor opprefle 
for filthy lucre, nor picke holes in mens 
eftatcs to tf ouble the people and enrich 
themfclves ; but like , purple cloathed 
Princes, be like their Minifters, and ho- 
nour both their Minifters and themfelves 
with Peace and RighteoufneflTe. 

The Kw^ U heldinthe Kafiers.JiVovfo 
the word ts turned before , where the 
Rafters were underftood partly of the 
Temple; HeU^ is alwaies (?co my re- 
rnembrance) ufed for holding by con- 
ftraint, bound as a Prifoner^ The mea- 
ning may be then , That the King, or 
chicfc Magiftifate is bound to be prefeat 
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212 The dmj $f good Magi firaes. Ch.7. 

at the Ordinances of God in the Temple. 
The Prince is commanded to goe in with 
them, when they goe out, hcc fliall goc 
out with them t^ether ) hee (hall come 
in with the firft, and go out with the laft : 
Or what if it imply that their great- 
eft Magiftratcs ihall lubmit themfdves to 
be bound with the Cenfuics of the 
Church 5 according to that where the 
Pfalmift tellcth of binding of Kicgs 
with the Ordinances of God in the 
Church. And Ifiuah foretelleth diat 
Kings and Queenes (hall bow downe 
their faces towards the earth unto the 
' Churchy and licke the duft of their feet ^ 
both their Interpretations ftand well to- 
gether. 

Firft, this doth ihewushowto come 
and appeare beautifull in the eyes of the 
Lord Jcfus : which is when we tume our 
feet from the eftate and wayes> and bon- 
dage of finne and Satan, and come out of 
the captivity into the liberty of his chil- 
dren^whenwe claime our Inheritance of 
I the Kingdome of heaven^ feeking after it 
above all earthly bleflii^s^ and walking 
towards it 5 when we walke confidently 
in a Chriftian courfe^ then Qurift adrm- 1 
/ ; :; nrthi 



Ufe I. 



Mat.f.iS. 



▼cr.xi. 



Ch.7. Feareofrefm fh(mld nrt difcourage. 213 

rcth our beauty. How beautifiill arc thy 
goings with mooes, Princes JDaughter ! 
Yea, Chrift then cftcemeth us as Princes 
children : what matter then if fbolifh-men 
account us Peafants, and our going with 
(hooes as ftraight in the inftep i But wee 
(land not^nor M not to their judgements; 
but to his who (hall judge us to eternall 
happinefle^ormifoyatthelaftday. His 
word muft not ftaiui when heaven and 
eaith (hall fall : If he account us ydfels of 
honour^ wee are £0 indeed, who is it that 
diihonoureth us if If men (hould caft a 
vdiell of gold or iilver into the mire, and 
trample upon it, yet the veflfell is ftill a 
veflfcll of honour , good, and rich, and 
precious ^ the mire may eafily be wafhed 
oflFfrom fuch velTcist Be not difcouraged 
then from Chriflian courfcs by foolifh 
feares of reproach: The truth is, if wee 
goebn in (inne, Chrift cfteemeth of us 
as bafe peafants, as ugly and abominable 
in his (ight, nake4 bare, deformed^ and 
defiled ^ yea, he eftccmeth our goings as 
going barc-foot,which either, firft,braw- 
ncth our feet with a thick skin,that there- 
by we grow infenfible and feele nothing : 
or fecondly , pricketh us with unne- 

0'3 'ccfTirv' 
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Comfort 
in Ba- 
ptifmc. 



ccflary fcruplcs and fbares. 

Secondly, wc may from hetice obfctve 
to whom the praife of the conversion of 
the forwardeft Chriftians Is due-, to wit, 
to the hdnds of a cunning workman, tbt 
God of power and peace. Wemight bie 
alfo called as oRen to retutne^ as the Sht^ 
ImiU in the laft verfe of the former Cha- 
pter : ^d yet ^nleflfe this cimmi^ wotk'> 
man put the bones of our thl^hes kxto 
joy nt, we (halt ik^ returne to him. - 

ttflther, fee here the ufeof Baptifme, 
even CO infantsi The Andbaptiftsobjei^ 
thatln^nts can receive tto benefit by Jr, 
becaufe they yet receive -no utiderftafid^ 
ing, no benefit fey the Word : Asiftn- 
fents cannot receive nouriihment by the 
Navcll, though they can neither take,nor 
chew, nor lucke meat with hand Or 
mouth : Baptifme is the Ntvell by which 
Infants are npuriihed in the'Cliitrch.; 

Fourthly, from this Navell, nmr 
wanting liquor 5 obferve, thei« d6di ne- 
ver want jjft matter of inflnidion and 
comfort to be fetched from our Baptifme 
againft all temptations. Doth Satan de^ 
taine thee from obeying thine effedudl 
calling : Remember in Baptifme from 

thine 
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thine Infancy thou waft adniitted into [ 
thfcfiimily of Chrift-, doth hcc trouble 
' thee with feares and doubts , that thy; 
I finnte are not pardoned f Behold thvBa- 
ptifme is fijll of liquor of Chrifts blood, 
to juftifie thee hxMn aU thy finocs : Doth 
Satan tempt thee todtfftlethyTelfewitb 
any (in f Behold thou art wafhed foiemtih 
ly in Baptifme firom ail (ioof »3nd wilt 
thou deble thy. felfe agiiinft .thy Ba* 

I' ptifme f . . J - .;; , 

Fifthly, in the Lords Supper, fee what 
plenty of exceUcae^ founds ' wd fwoet 
nburUbmtnt is ofibred to u$, cveH an heap 
of wheat: Cbrifip'fit^ k nmtimkcd^AM 
hublgikl if Jrink indeed. There is al-fuffi-] 
cient nourifbmoiK.fbr an Jiuilgty ibuie \ 
this fcrveth to quicken our appetite to 
this heavenly banquet. 

Sixthly, obferve what manner of per* I ufe^. 
Tons (hould be adniitted to the Lords ; 
Table, and how wee ihould prepare our 
ielves thereto. Tiiis heap of ^rheatifriiot . 
to be fet about widi ftinking^^weeds^ but 
with faire lilies : Cleanfe our (elves then 
from all fcandalous finnes, yea, and; 
from all fecret finnes, to ovqr beft en-; 
deavours , fo (hall wee be fi:t about- 



ule^ 






i\6 



■•«■ 



^^m^tmrnm^m 



Miniftmnnufi mtbeibj Nurfes. i 



I 



, f 



\\\ 



diis heape 6f wheat, the Lordsl 
. Seventhly, note that MinUlcis^ 
UkeRoes^skipping up and downto § 
ajidfucklethe children of the Chut 
^er for a Church in gatherii^, 
convenient m a Church conftitutiec 
then the breafts hang in their plac 
dufters of Gripes upon the brand 
the Vinc^ t;i7,8* But they muft be b 
iVing fucky tiot dry aunes \ that is 
uty in every eftate of the Church 
if fibeir ^^Of^t be grown im in Ch 
fiendSe fbr ibron^ meat, then they 
lull in a ftronger liouor than milkc^ 
^Aers of Graf^) fuBof wines. 
- Ti Bighthl v, fee the bd&uty and con 
datioil of tnire cardinal! graces : 

Firftj^Faith, to be 

Firft, ftrong. 
: $ceondly, precious, applying th< 
c^bus-prdmes, and makuig us ricli 
them* ;-■ -.■} i ' 

^ Secondfy^. Repoitanc'e to abou 
brokennefleof fphit through godl; 
row, melting into abundance of tear 
other a£(c(5tions futable thereto. 

.Thirdly^ Obedicnc^ to be 

Firft, fSragtant. 
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Secondly, and that with all manner of 
fweet fruits and good , that all thiat con- 
verfe with us! ma)r fmella fweet favour 

1 from our converfation. 
Ninthly, markehexe a lefTonfbrMa- 
giifaraies, to be as Carmeffy yeeldii^ fome 
fweet and plentifiili noumhment to the 
people* 

Firft, by procuring free patfifageto 
Gods Ordinances , whence ^thiffofhais 
Nobles are faid to teach. .■•'.■■.■ \ 

Secondly ^ by m^dng vi4|dkibBie 
Lawes. 

Thirdly^ by givii^'good example of 
Ii&, to have no Qffiocrs hai^it^ about 
them of bafe demeanour^ exaders^ pro- 
motors, contentious perfons, but fudi as 
may execute it themfclves and their Mi- 
nifters, and for publick Ordinances of 
Gods woribip ; it is no difparagement to 
Magiftrates to behave themfewes reve-- 
reiimy in them, and to fubmit them&lves 
unto tnem as unto Chrift. 

Tenthly, from this compleat defcri- 
ptfon of the beauty of the Church in all 
her parts ; obfcrve, 

. Firft, that the Church was never (b 
complcatly bcautifull in all her parts, as 
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rhen the Jewes ate called. The 

le Primitive Churchy chougt 

ec wanted this head-like dr 

melj a Chriftian Magiftrate, yea and fbmi 

purity of the Sacramdtit. 

Secondly^in that he beginneth this de 
fcfiption from the feet^and fb aicendetl 
to the head in order : It may feeme th^ 
calling of the jewes (hall bc^in atfirft 
rather with fome of the low^ people 
and fo afcend higher and higher mtoou 
emineok vicffons* 

Thirdly ^ in that the Church ncithc! 
here (where fo manv dfher membos ar( 
fet fordil nor in all diis Song is defoi- 
bed, bylfie beanQr of her hands, or fin 
gers, wee muft not gather that dvnefop 
this Church will be barren of gooc 
works, God forbid, but rather conceive. 
Chrift concealed! the mention of hei 
hands ^ to wie^ her works, pardy, 

Firft, btcaufe the Harlot of Rome fc 
delighteth fo much to boaft of her hands, 
of her workcs^ which indeed (hec wants i 
Chrift had rather his Church fhoulda 
bound in good workcs in filoice, thar 
boaft of them, efpecially when they an 
. wanting* 
/ Secondly. 
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Secondly, becaufe iti»&ealotie^(tod 
not wee ) that mrketh att mt mirka 

W US. \ 

Cmttc. 7. n)nf. 5.'— wr/] 4. ijf %Chf. 
tim faircJ^ )^. 

Inthefe verfes the holy Ghoft goes on 
(o defcribethciecondcftateofthe Jewcs 
Church, as is fbokcn above, Chaf.j. nnr. 
I . in i^^.<9,7^ u grbwn aft to her fbU fta- 
tureand macuHty. /• ;?: 

For firft,beauty is not obferved till fiiU 
groi;vth • nowhdtherbeaiAy is adsi^ 

verfe6. ' ^■' -rjA '..- ^ 

Secondly: 5 >her ftatnre is ^expieflfdy 
mentioned to be a^Palmcitjice, vtr.y^ i . 
Thirdly,ber brcafts aie herexnentiolled 
againe, vtr.y. {hew that he fpealoedi sdt 
ofthe famccffate.of the Church is afore. 
Befides,thc breafts yeeldirig wine in^fleod 
oF milVc, it>is iai ngne the Churchr Aiall 
then be gio wh td more matisnty and -EiS- 
nefTe to bcied with ftronger meat. 

The Chatdhx)ftte Jewcs then cooteto 
her fuller growth is here defcribed, ■ 

Firft, by'* her beauty, which is admi- 
rable, Hm {aire I and joyned withplen- 
iure. How fiuifmtMtt ihml efpeciallyfor 
publick wor{hipfodelcribcd,*i/(rr;6rf • 
SccQUidly^t 
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Secondly, by her ftatorc, rdeml 
a paime-tree, ver.T. 

Thirdly, her breafts refembkd c 
flers of Grapes, v<r.7. 

The third eftate ofthis Churcl 
fhaU be further enlarged by the ace 
the Gentiles, is defoibed, <ver.8,i< 
chat 

Firft, by Chrifts climbing this 
tree, and taking hold of the Ixx^he: 

Secondly, by the rich fupfdy o 
riflimeot from her breafts, o/^r.S. 

Thirdly, by the fmell of her no. 
lembied to Apples, v^.8. 

Founhly, by die power of her 
Arine,«er.9. 

FiRhly,by her fiuniliar fellowihip 
CbriftjVer.zo. 

I^he fourth eftate of this Church 
Mlmultiplv,andftretchitfclfe int 
Country vilu^es, is defcribed, v«r/ 
to the K>uith of die next Chapter 
that 

Firft 5 by the occafion of this 
ercafe , the Churched invitemcn 
Chrift to vtfit the Country villages. 
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Secondly, by the afledionate icrvice 
of this Giarch to Ghrift ChafterZ. vcr. 

Thirdly, by Chrifts aficAionate em- 
bracing of her, arrr« J. 

Fourthly, by the Churches dcfire for 
the continuance of this eftatc without in* 
terruption, a>iT4. 

Hm fairer, Mdhwflufint ^thm,0 
Icve^ far delights I 

Hm fairer I ] The fiurcnefle and beau- 
ty of the Church implyeth futably to 
what is found in the naturall beauty of 
the body* 

Firft, a com{>leat integrity of all the 
Members of this Church 5 where any 
Member is Wantins,. there is deformity, 
beauty is blemifhedl This Church (hall 
want th^ no Ordinances of God, nor a- 
ny fuch Members to whom the difpenia- 
tion of each Ordinance belongeth. 

Secondly, a fit proportion of all the 
Members of the Church one to another ; 
no fwellings, no cotivulfions. 

Thirdly, a good colour io the outv^ard 
face of things, all carried decently, and in 
order : Hov^ faire I It implyeth a^nunbte 
beauty in all theferefi«&« . .;; t 
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Hm pUdprnt for deltas t^l^hh word 
implycth a ready willingnefle of dus 
Church to the publique worflup of God, 
wfc6ch' is here called delighb) as bdog 
the marriage bed whciciA CIteift moft 
fiunilitrly foUceth himCeUe wah his 
ChoDch. 

This ready willingnefftof this Church 

was^re^old^andthewillic^Bcfle <tfdiis 
cople to any fervice of his fs plafsuAto 



/ 



o bw .' 3 As tf die Church were fo 
lovely, that it wetecvcn love it €d£e. 

The five former verfes defciibed the 
Chutich in her feverall Membets apart. 
This terfe confidereth the whole body 
mi^ together in publick duties. 

Tito thfftdtftre it like t$ apMltm^tree, ml 
thj bnsfts U ckfiers «fgtAfes. 

TArSf th^ftanrt it Wee tt 4 PMlme-tree.} 
This tree is emitxait, 

I^, for her ftraighfndre. 

Sbcottdly , for her taleneflei" 

Thirdly, for her perpettuil greeonefie 
aiid1hikfume(re,'9s that 

Fbtirthly,fo^ fjerthriving imder we^ht 

Fifthly, for her eafinefle to be dim- 
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'bed> having many boughes^wheitonto j 
(by hands and ftet : So KhaU theChmdi 
be emtoeiic for i^nigfatodfc dsei^ 
growiiig up even ^mft'aUofkpofidoiis 
oiCtg dndJi^gr roi? rcady entertaining 
of aS the faithfull that fliall cosoe to 
heir. 

Thy breafls att like the clujiers of the wm- 
^tf^«]iTfaeir MiniAcrs fuch like tn four I 
refipe^: 

Firft> twt few ^ as afore, two yom^ 
Ro($) hut many, as tloflcrs. 

Secondly, not fi&rii^ up and down, as 
Roes, ftom place co fdaoe, but hangiogin 
tfadrf^Ces. 

Thirdly, lull of flxfii^ liquor ofibtmd 
I>o<£bine.^ 

I Fourthly, leouiring 'fome pieffiire in 
urging ("diough Httle) before they empty 
themfelvcsy Mit upon eafie piefTure doii^ 
it plcntifiilly. 

Ifaid^ I wiBne Mfio the Pdm-tncj, I \ y^, ^ 
mil take hold rf the hmghes thereof: nw dfi 
thy hreaftsfhdi he as mfitrs if the Vim^ mi 
tne fmelloftb^ t^fe ISke affUs., \ 

wiU tdkc^ bM oftheimglns thereof. 1 
Chxift fpeakes of himftifi: toinqp^ the 
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readinefle of his members to refo 
flock to this Church of the Jewc 
what Chrifts members doe by d 
dance of his Spki^ hee accouoteth 
owne adion. This forwardndfir < 
Gentiles to afcend and refoit toj 
lem» is elfewhere fore-told more 
ly*. 

N§m dfi thy hresfis sffbecUf/hrs 
vlm.'\ And that is notwithftandii 
plenteous accefTc of the Gemiles 
Church. HeitihallbenodefibAaf 

(lers to teach and feed them all ^ bol 
(hall be ft'dl a large fupply of ftofc^ 
and plentifull Teachers , as dcdk 
Grapes to refrefli them all. 

%^nd the fmUofthj wfL^ lihof 
Notwhhiftanding this plenteous' a 
of the Gentiles^the life of common < 
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iotainted wkh hcachenUh ao 
iih unfavory pollutions ; yetUie Ci 
er {k^ and they that live in it fliall 
a fragrant favour of the good com 
tion of the people. 

The fmt tfthj n^e,"} ,Not whic 
nofe ytddetli,but whichis yeelded t 
hofe, to thy favodry difceitung fha 
fwecc and comfeitablc^as that dtv^ 
■ ■ ''■ ■■ Be 
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Before, when this Church confifted of 
her o wne people, her fmell was as that of 
Likimn, 'vcr.i^. and now by the accefic of 
the Gentiles it fhall not be corrupt. In- 
deed when the Ifraelites came out of & 
, the mingled of the Gentiles with 
hem > drew them away t?o murmurii^ 
and iufting ^ for this compare Bxadta la. 
38.withA'mi(.ii.4«But no fuch conta- 
gion (hall accrue to this Church by the 
liiingling of the Gentiles with them . 

Afd the rwfe fftbj mpnth like the beft^ 
frives^fir my beloved^ that gpith down fipM^ 
Pf^c^ngthetifs isf tbofe tha areajkef to 

Aftd the r4efi rf thy mmh like thekfi 

wines. Hebn iJke gwA mne^ ^$ing to mj 

beloved mofi fbrMj^lj andri^lj.2 That 

is, the Doftrine of the Church (hall be-aS 

ever any moft fwcet and powerftiU, and 

comfortable, and generous wine *, it fliall 

.ever goc^ or tend dircdly to Chrift, al- 

waies aiming at the preaching of him. ^ 

: ' • • To goe righdy, or ftraighdy , implyeth 

' the ftrength arid generoufneue of wine, 

\d)en it fparUeth upward ^io the cup, as 

Proverb.2 3,31. which here cxprcfleth the 

Uydy vigour of the CbupcHesDoiftiine, 
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in herpreachh^ of Chrift^ amfi^^ 
ofthfi that dre i^ef to fieak. Sm 
be the fweet and powerfull efficac; 
Dodrinc of the Church then, ; 
caufe the fleepy and drowfic pre 
whether amoi^ft us Gentiles^or a; 
the Jewes , to open their moutt 
fpeak plentifully to Gods praife. 
me Apoftles fpakc (the wonderfid 
of God) in ftrange tongues^ fom 
people thoi^ht them to be full 
wine, but they were deceived, a: 
willing fo to account of them in 
ry* But thefej^plefhallbe full 
wine of the Spirit and Word of < 
open their mouthestofp^ asth 
lues did, the wopderfuU ' workes ( 
lam my bektfeds, andhts ^firc is 

This projPeflion of the Ghurc 
(he is her beloveds^ argucth, 
: Firft, her farniliar feUowfli 
Chrift. 

Secondl jr, her faith, or confid 
h&c intercft in him, or his in her. 

Thirdly,^ hpr open profcffion 
feme. 
. That his 4(fi» is towards her, : 
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the fttengch of his af&^on toward her^ 
and it is the fame word ufed % which 
thereimplycth two things : 

Firft, the ftrciigth of their aficdion 
to their husband ^ and their elder bro^^ 
ther. 

Secondly^ the fubordination and de- 
pendance thereof upon their will : the 
former is here alfo meant, the latter doth 
nqt ftand with the Sovcraightyand Head- 
ihip of Chrift over his Church : Unlcflfe 
thus farre, to intimate Chrifts tender re- 
gard of the will and defire of his Church j 
:as hee would be as unwilling to deny 
them^as loving husbands be to deny their 
wives any thing. 

Come my beloved ^ let us goc^ forth inta 
thefield: let us lodge m the villages. 

In thefe words , the Church inviteth 
Chrift to vifit the Country villages about 
her, implying, 

Firft, her prayers to Chrift, that witl^ 
her he might lodge there, plant and fet 
Churches there* j 

Secondly, her care to take and obfcrve 
all opportunities to advance fuch a work. 

Let US get up early to the vmejards, let hs 
fie if the vine jftourijh^ $phether the tender 

- . ■ Pa s^\^: 
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grdfe Afpedri^ snithefrnfegrsnats hk 
there mil Ipve thee wy loves. 

Let us get up early to the vineyards 
fee if the vinefiourifh.^ Meaning if ai 
portunity (hould o£(er it fdfe>to pla 
I ligion amongft them j then Chri 
(bee might be forward to fiirth 
fame. 

Thirdly^hcrpromifeto Chrift 
ploy her befl: endeavouts to fuct 
vice. 

There mS I give thec^ rm loves. 
love of the Church to Chnft is efj 
ly feen in feedii^ his Laitibes and 5 
She thercfoito offereth to Chrift fi 
of her deareft and befl afib^ions 
forward fuch a wotk.* 

Fourthly, her difccrnirig of fom< 
beginning of fuch a work* 

The Mandrakes give a fmell, am 
gates are aB manner of fleafamjrui 
and oldf which I has;e laid ftp fifr thei 
ht loved. 

The Mandrakes give a fmell.'] W 
a Country field herb, yet amiable, 
argueth lomie fruits to be gathered 
Country. 

And iU our gates are aU manner of ^ 
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Jruits^ner¥MdoU.'2 And therefore^ out of 
the abundance of her owne (lore, (he can 
fupplx the Country with all fit helps, to 
her further gatherir^ and eftablifliment. 

Which J hdve laid up fir thte^ O tnf be- 
loved.'} She profeffeth her defire to em- 
ploy all her ftore to Chrifts advantage, 
and therefore abounding with Minifters, 
and other fit Officers forgathering and 
eftablifhingthc Country Churches about 
her, flie exprefleth her readinefTe to bring 
them out to his fcrvice and ufe , as if they 
were fome good houfhold provifion, laid , 
up by her for fuch a ufe. The acceflc of 
the whole Land of Ifrad to the City i$ 
profitable. The Land (hall be called Seu- ^^^^ 4. 
lah^zs well as the City Hefhzibah^vcx. 

10. A Caufey is call up for a mutuall re* 
courfe of Country to City* 
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CANTICLES, 
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SONG OF SONGS 

opened and explained. . 

The Text. 
Chap. 8. 

O, fbat tb9UW€rta§ my broAefHMptckedAe 
breafisQfmjf mother I when Ifbomfinde thee 
out^ I would kiffe thee , yet I fbouUitCit he 4^i]e(l. 

2 I would lead thee , and hri% thee imo mj m 0- 
tbers boufe , who would inftruli me : I would caufe 
thee to drinks of-fiiced ^int^ ofthejtifce ofmj 
fomegranate. 

3 HU left band jbould be under my bead » and 
bif right hand jbould embrace me. 

4 / charge you , daughters of Jerufalem^ 
that ^ee ftirre not uf, nor awak^ ttty love untitt bee 
fleafe. 

5 CTPl)o if thif that cometb uf ^om the Wilder* 
nejfe^ leaning upon her beloved,^) Iraifedtbee up 
under the apple tree : there thy mother brought tbee 
forth ^ there Jbe brought thee forth that bare tbee. 

6 Set 
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6 Set meofafeale ufon tby hearty as afeale ufon 1 
thine atme : for love k offtrong m deaths jeahujie U 
crutUas the grave : the coales thereof arc coaUs 
offre;which bath a mojl vebementilame. . 

7 Many r^aters cannot quench hve^ neitber can 
the floods drtmn it : if a than would give all thefub^ 
fiance of hk houfefor love^ it would utterly he coft- 
temned. 

8 IFe have a little ftfier^ and fix hath no breafis^ 
whatfijaUwedoefofourfifier^ in the day when fiye 
fi/alliejpokfnfot?^ 

9 IffijebeawaltyWetPiBbuliiufonherafalace 
offilver : and if 'fife be a doore^we wiltinclofe her 
with boards of Cedar. 

10 lam awaOy andmy breafts Ukg towers : then 
was lin bis eyes as one that found favour. 

1 1 Solmmbad a. vimyard at Baat-Hamon^ be 
let out the vineyard unto Keepers: every one for the 
firuit thereof y was to bring a tboufand fieces offilver. 

12 My vineyard xphich is mine, if before me : 
thou (0 Shimon) mufi have a tboufand^ and thofe. 
that ks^ the fruit thereof ^ twa hundred. 

1 3 thou that itvHlefi in the gardens ^ the comfo^ 
nions hearken ta thy voice^ caule me to heare it. 

1 4 M^ hafie my beloved^ and, be thou lik^ to a 
Roe^ or to ayoung Hart ufon the mountaine offices. 
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Thb Explanation. 

THc Church of the Jcwcs, both in 
City and Country thus gathcrcd^doe 
here cxprcflc her ardent affedion to 
Chrift, and due refpcft of him^ which the 
old Synagogue {hewed towards her 
whileft he was convcrfant amongft them 
in the flelh. (Since faith (hej O that thou 

Iwcrt 4smj triaher^d^c. Chriu: was made 
our brother by taking our Nature upon 
_ him athis Iiicamation^andthen he fiicked 
the breafts of the Churchy attending to 
the Miniftcry of ^§hn^ and other Jewifh 
Teachers : fhc therefore tb flicw her atfe- 
dion, defireth that he were now amongft 
them convcrfant intheirftreetsapinein 
bodily prefence, fhe would not cfoe dieo 
as the old Synagogue dki^ be afliamed of 
him, or come to him by night ^ but fhce 
would kiffe him, and embrace him in the 
open ftreets, and yet no man fhould then 
defpifc her for her fo doing, as they did ; 
but every one ftould encourage ner in 
her obfequioufneflTc to him : She would 
not rcjeft him, and thruft him out of the 
Synagogue , as her old Anceftors had 

done. 
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done ^ but if (he found him without, (hcc 
would lead him^and invite him into their 
Synagogue, or Temple, there to inftrudl 
her, and teach her the will of her father 5 
flie would not give him gall to eat, and 
vinegar to drink, as her forefathers had 
done 5 but (he would caufe him to drinke 
of the beft delicate fpiced wine, and the 
juice of her Pom^ranate. 

His left handflmld be under mjhead^ and 
his right hand fhmldenArace me. 

The left handof Ghrift istheChrifti- 
an Magiftrate, which ihall in thofe dales 
fupport and advance the Church, and 
hold up her head. 

His right hand is the faithftU Mini- 
fters , which fliall fpeake comfortable 
things to her heart, and fo embrace her, 
IfaiJ62. for thisalfofce, * I charge jou^ 
daughters 0f ^erupdem^ thatjMftirre nrt 
ufy ncr awake m love untiU he t lea ft. 

The Church enjoying theie great mer- 
cies and blefllings from Chrift, chaigeth 
all her daughters, members, to walkfo 
thankfully, and fruitfully towards God, 
and lovingly and helpfully one towards 
another, ana fo circumfpedly, and inof- 
fenfively to them which are without ,that 
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no occafion be given of their alteiaticm of 
their happy eftate. When the Church 
gave this charge before, it was in regard 
of the Roes anaHindes of the fidd ^ tear- 
fidl Chrifliians coming on towards Reli- 
gion, willing to flock, and fced^ and con- 
verfe with the (heep, yet rcsAy to ftart 
and flee away upon any fcare of danger 
of perfecution ; but now no r^ard is \m 
of thefe fearefoll ones $ for they diat fliall 
then remainefearcfiill, when die Church 
iball enjoy fo great light and fafety, they 
fhall be quite exciuabd from converfii^ 
with the Church. 

For ufe, we may here learn, 

Firft, fince the Church of the Jcwcs 
{hall attabe to fogreat beauty, it ought 
to kindle our defire to pray earneftly for 
their converfion, that we may behold &e 
admirable fairenefle diereof, and bedc- 
lighted with her confolalions. 

Secondly, this doth teach us how to 
approve our felves pleafant and faircin 
Chrifts eyes, even by keepins his Ordi- 
nances in integrity, and fimpucity, and 
by a willing reaaincfle to frequent the 
fame. 

Chrift may fee all the world, as he did 

' '^hcn 



when Satan * fhcwed it to him, and yet 
not admire it, yca^ condcmne it for vani- 
ty, as it is "^ ^ but a welLordered Church, 
and ready, he admireth. 

Thirdly, here learn the more ftrasght 
and fincere^ the more patient and meek> 
the more feithfull, the more fruitfidl in 
all holy obedience, &c. the more doe we 
attainetoa Palm-tree, like full ftatuic of 
Chriftianity. 

Fburthly.^ it may leame and dired Mi« 
nifters to apply tnemfelves to the eflate 
of their people : If they be babes in 
Chrift,to be as breads of milke to fuckle 
them : If they be grown to ripe veares, to 
be as clutters ofgrapes to refrefli them 
with ftroiiger licjuor^ be ready to poure 
out fweet and comfortable l^uor ^ but 
fee fome good calling to prefling you to 
it, let all your Dodrme dire& to Ghrift, 
and diipenfe it withfuch powerfuU effi- 
cacy or the Spirit, that the drowfie (lug- 
gard may be railed up to fome fruit*^ 
mlneffe, and more holy walking to- 
wards God. 

Fifthly, this may teach townes well 
provided for, to lend their beft care and 
help for the edifying and calling home of 
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Countiy vilL^es : Grudge noc then at 
their ready refort to the gate of your At 
femblies^ but rather encourage them, 
that thev may be partakers with them* 

ufe ^^ I Sixthly, this lets us fee , that tiine (hall 
come wnen forward profeiiion (hall be 
no diigrace ; yea, men (hall kifle Chrift 
openly, and (hall not be defpKed. 

ufc 7, Seventhly, the raaligtnity of our Ance- 

ftorsagainftChriftanJhis Gofpel^muft 
provoke us to more embracing of faki, 
and more fubjedion to him. 

ufc 8. I Eighthly, we may here fee that a faith- 
full Miniftery, and godly MagiStrstcyis a 
pledge of Chrifts tender love, and kinde 
embracing of the Church. 

ufc 9. Ninthly, we arc hence to take notice, 
that when a Church enjoyeth many gra- 
cious and fweet bleflings from Chrift, it 
is good for her to fee it and acknowledge 
it,and to be carefiill that all her Members 
may fo walk, as their happindOfe be not 
interruptedJn the fourth vcric the chaige 
runneth thus, Thatyeefiirre tm mp^ ^c. 
But in the Hebr. W% ^tmU jmfiirre ly, 
&c. As who (hould fay, when all things 
are throughly and fully reformed and 
I fetled : Why (hould you goc about any 
/ \tcw5^i^tion i I 
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Innovation < This manner of charge was 
never uttered before,C^xtf.2. v^r.y* to the 
end. 

{Who it this that cemeth Mfrm theWil- 
deniejfe, teaniftg ufon her beloved ?) Irtifed 
thee up under the ^le4ree .*4here thy mther 
hr ought fheifortby there fte hr(wght thee firth 
thahmihee. "• (■ 

who is this thdt eomth up from the WiU 
derneffe O !«» thefe wordstheholy'Ghoft 
fetteth 6at the calling and eftate df two 
other Churches after the calling 6f the 
Jewes: 

Firftj the one arifii^ outof theWil- 
dcmcflfe,v<r.5,7. 

Secondly, the otherisi little fifter* ««r. 
8,10. together with the eftitceo>6the 
whole Church, as it ihall tiien ftand,fiom; 
that time to the end of the worlds ijarft 

11,14. 

This Church (joming up fir<»a the 
WildemelTe is difcribed, 

Firft , by the ujaexpededndle cf her 
arifing, together wMi the admir^tbh of 
the Jcwifti Church«there, ver.y. Who tp 
this that Cometh i^OM of the Wildmee/Je? 

Secondly, by the place of her aiifing, 
the Wildemefle. «• 
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%^S theCh.ejiaterifing m of the WiUkr. 

Thirdly , by her familiar fill 
With Chnft, joyncd with her con 
on hini) leamng ufon her heUved. 

FoUithly^ by the meaties of die 
ling and railing of this Church, 
thee M under en^ aPple-tree, ^c. vcr. 

Fiiithly , by ner earneft defiie 
deep afiedion to her, and conticu 
membrance of her ^ Setmese a fid 
tlw«Mdrt^4iafe4le0fM thinemm 
whidi petition of hers is urged by 
tfve^t taken ftom the ftrengthand 
of her affcdion to him, which fl 

Firft, by comparing herafifeAio 
quaU to three things moft ftroi^^ 

Eisft»I>eatb. 

Setondly, to the Grave. 

Tbildlyi to vehement flames c 
verfe 6. 

I .S«toSidlyr,i>y comparing it t 
things as Icfle than Jier aficiSion^ t 
they bci alfd of great force, 

FM^ to many Waters, which < 
quench her affe<aion of love. 

Secondly, to the whole fubftai 
.any mans houfe, which would bt 
• tcmned if it wereofiered to withdra 
/frdm Chrift vv^r .n . 



The cdling andcftatc of the other 
Church) the Tittle (ifter, is delcribed by 
thrcepaflages, 

Firft, by the confultation of the elder 
Sifters; to wit, ofthcJewUh Churches, 
and of that Church coining up out of the 
Wildemcflc, what they ilnlldoeforher 
whcnihefliallbefpokenof,i/^JB« * 

Secondly, by a refolution what they 
(hall do for her, futable to what her con- 
dition (as they 0iaU finde her) fhall re- 
quire, v«^.p. 

Thirdly, a fatisfadion given by this 
little fiftcr^ to the elder, how hereftate 
(landeth, together with the cauie thereof^ 
Gods favour, that they may the better 
know what courfes to take for her> v. i o. 

The elhte of the whole Churchy as it 
(hall ftand after the converiion of the 
Je wes, and of thofe other Churches is fet 
forth s 

Firft, from Chrifts care for them, ex- 
preflcd, 

Firft, in his watchfulneffe over them 
in his owne perfon, which he amplifies 
by the leHc care which SoUmtn had of 
his vineyard, committing the keeping of 
it toochers^ft^^ax^i2v / 

Secoodl 
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I Secondly )in his charge to cbe Clinich, 
thathemayhearc her companbiis haik- 
nine unto her, 1^^. 1 3 • 

Secondly, by the Churches prayer un- 
to Chrift, chat hce may haften the tran- 
dating of them into heaven in the end of 
the woild, verfe 14. 

Who is this that cmith,^c.'\ Who diefe 
Churches (houid be that icmaine to be 
called after the converfion of the Jewes 
and Gentiles, woe cannot concdve my 
more fitly than the Churches of AfffrU t, 
iecondly, of £^, of which wee read 
Ifr.i9^2S,2$. When a Chordi fhall be 
deded among the Jewes , fignifed by 
Ezekkls goocuv Temple, diewater of 
Gods Spirit (hall flow from thdioeBafl' 
ward, goe downe into the Ddcit, aiul 
from thence fprcad themfelves fore and 
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This Dcfert, or WildcmeflcEaftwaid 
from Judab^i% thewilderne(Ie cii^rakd^ 
whither Spirituall graces (hall be convey- 
ed Hy ibme comlSiig from ^erufalem, and 
firoiA^hence tfaey'lfaall be further carried 
intxy the Eafl Countries, to the gathering, 
and converfion of tEc K^jfyrUm and o* 
thers : Whence it is; that Church arifing 

from 
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fipom the WilderadTc of Arahidy is laid 
toleane upon her beloved in an ArAim 
word J as when the holy Ghoft was to 
fpcak of the Baby hmdn Captivity (of 
Winter, being *^ft, he ufeth the Baliylo'' 
mm or cMm word • Sached/ when the 
Churches oi^udea {hall fee fuch a goodly 
Church fpring from feme fmall helped' 
but of the Wi&eriicflfc of Arabia^ beyond 
their escpc^tiorti they fliall fay of her, 
V^h is this thtt Cometh cat of the Wilier- 1 
neffe^ Usmn^Hfon^hiri(eloved i^^trufting \>Y \ 
faith on him, and thereby 'attdiAing;aila'|| 
cnjoyiftg feUbWflflp with him : fdr to 
\&LTke ispuf asflti adi of iaith or trufldng "^^ 
anddiegeftwoifx^lyeth f&miiiar love "^.^ 

rrmf€dtheA$mdtr maffte-treePi Chrift^' 
orthe GhwchLOf the Jcwcs by:h1s power 
raiibdup hi^ (Shiirch-by the meartesof 
fomteinteriour liligiftfateifldanbled tiesd 
by- an Apple-otw^as before ^: rl^br thoiigte 
bee was not' fi) high and mighty asthe 
Cedars (Xlebmn^ prtheOkcsof 5;i/&«*-,: 
yet eminent hee was , and his Ihadow 
good , and his fruit cordiall and com-^ 
-fortable. ' y-' 

And the mcanes of the gathering of 
this Church, EKing at firf| (^ ahin^i* 
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our Magtftrate ; the Church bad 
need and ufe of faith to leane upon bet 
beloved, when foveraigne wthority;4id 
not countenance the work* 

There thy thdiher broi^ht JfA»j6i:ti.]=To 
wit, the Mother-Church of the Jewds, 
or die CadiQUque, whidx. is the Mother 
of us all. .') .,.: . 

Set me as afiaU »po»thj.h4rf »0f 4.(htk 
uftn thine 4rm^ fir l9ve:is,fir0$^ nfdiutk* 
jedtuftfi if frueU 4s the .ffi/i». : the ceSs 
thereof are ^^s tf frx^vAkbJuifk. a mfi 
lifhemem flame. ; . i; . 

Set we 4* 4 fiale «/Mi thiii^ ie^rt, ;ai 4 
fhUe t^thine\Mrmt.jfSth9»ls^U^vachd 
deep engniyea as.a'clblciisjifltoidunc 
h(art,oriififedion, at!>dii![t4ii>Je^on:illine 
arme, let me be cbncifttjaU^iath; 
iaxid remembrance. • Add> becsuii 

'. l)i^rt is the feat of the wijl^ «nd thc^anne 
Qf ftrength, therefore lh«5 dfefiretli . his 
4eep a£lediian and mighty ftrengdir 
poaN^alwaies to. be, preWwicb 

I h^r comfort and peace.. ■>.. ; 

j: J?«r kveifs.Jirfiffg dtiktth,^ tteath 
flieweth his ftrei^h, 

Pirft, in fiibduing att ibits of ^))le 
high and low* j?oung andc^. . 

Secondly, 
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, ChiS. Haw^ t9ve as fining as death; 
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Secondly , iaccepcing no compslfibn, 
nor yeddirig to any oppoficloby but go- 
mg mwugh with his work \ {\x\ifaka^\i 
omvi Ihall this Church (hewto Chrift i 
ibbSulng: dl before her CO thebbedieno^ 
ofChrift,and nxx ftitferit^ a^ioipe^ 
merit to ddtaineh<dr from bint/ ;• "; H 

loufieisa mi^ jdfe^on df 2e«>leot fe^ 
vent lovfr, aiid caiti^ at iaiy^c^mvals^ 
a rage with witi\^ ag jlinft thieifii : Sorfefi- 
vek then ik^ tfie xeaious^tore of this 
Chviich be to Chrift, (hat -^ iistf- net 
endure any fuchihsigs ai (hattftesd My 
the peoples hearts front Chi^, br idib^ 
hate^or flrflen his kfiPe^on fi>hdr,'bHi^as 
tterwave, •'>• ■■ . ; f»l 

Firft, flie ftiaB'iIcvouft.aU' fiiCh fhirig^ 
afid bury^thcat^wt ©f fight,- Aifld> -i 

'SecofldtyV'ffeii* hold '«heni itbdiJt 
;fbr''ever. ■••• "- ' •: .-,.;;>■♦ ■"•/■-'■?'" ■ 

oftfHstoVeihall as coalcs bf'fiws^ - ^^ ^ 
• 'Fiiftjcnflamtther in aU fief 'ferviciRf^l!^ 

Chrift. ..■■, • •■•H^'^Av.V.;-- •■ 

Secondly, biune Up ai ftiibbfe all im- 
pediments. . i- ' ... ^ 
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Firft, all inward green lufts. ^\ 

Secondly^ outward entanglemeots. 

{ythetmm Jlamt) Hebr. Flames of 
God, that is, excellent or extraordinaiy • 
for iii Scrkscurephiafei the things i^i&od 
wee tranlccndently excellent, as*': the 
Harpesof God*, the Trees of .God *. 

Flames of God, divine and vehement ^ 
and indeed thk vehement loVebeing kin- 
died by Gods he^venlv' Spirk, cannot 
1» quenched with earthJy things.. 
.: . Mofij fMttrs cmmt ^i^nch l(W(^ wither 
ttm thBo0ds drewne it r if a man iS^ouldgive 
<li$h(pbfi^ hov^fer love^ it, W9idi 

uutrlihxontmntd. 

\ :That.is,ncither adver{i(ti:$,Hi0ugh never 
fo mahy,or deep, or ftrong, as many wa- 
ters at)Q floods, fhali withdraw this love 
from Chiiftv^^t all thft^treafurcs, and 
pjtafrresianid credit, which, the fubftance 
of any mans houfe might procure us,fliall 
be or afty retkoning to. comparifon of 
^briftjto withhold our h«Ots from him. 

Wt %ave}f '^little Jifteriy 4nd jbe haih 00 
hredHi^ what (ball xptd^Jw onrfijler^ in the 
day when fhejhaU ffoken/or. 

We h4w4littUfj/ier^^c.2 The Church 
of^udeazndJjjria hearing of fome good 
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pcoplegrowing up & coming on inEgjpt^ 
ijiey arc folickous what courfe to take for 
them for their growth and cftablifliment. 

A little ftfier^i In comparifon of the 
Jcwes or KSymTis^fothmfve Cities in 
the Ldnd of Egypt (^edk the tungUAgeofCA- 
noMy and oneof them Jball iecAOea the City 
efdefiru^ion. 

Andjbt hdth nB hea^s.^ No Minifters 
to give to them the finccre milk of the 
Word or the meanes of confolation in 
their oppreflions and diftrefles. 

In the day vfheajbec^Jhallbf^okenfor.li 
When the fiilnelTe of time fhall come, 
that fhe fhall grow up to fucha multitude 
of Profeflbrs, as may be fit 10 have a 
fettled Churcji: eftab-lifhed amongft 
them ; for there is a company grown up 
to be a fit Spoufe fdr Chrifl:. When there 
are fo many good Chriftians as may, 
conflimte a well ordered Church. 

Jfjhe be a wall, we will build upon her apa* 
lose effilver : and if fhe be a docre^ wec^ will 
enclofe her with boards of Cedar. 

If (he be a wall, we will build.'] That is^ if 
fhe have a ChriftianMagifbracyj for Ac 
Magiftrate is a wall. 

Firft, high, to keep out invafions of 
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enemies^ even To doth he keep our iorzh 
eviUs from breaking in u^CHihis peopler 
Secondly, clofc to keep in his pcopk 
within bounds from breaking out into 
diforder; 

Thirdly, firme, whertidn to rcarc (if 
occa(ion be) 4 ftlver Taloice^ whereon to 
lay the frame of a good motion>or courfe 
to be taken for publick ^[ood. . 
; Fouithly, a wall of partition^ to divide 
tJctween right and wrong, to give every 
manhisowne. 

' WetJ wi&hmldufm h& a ftlvtr fdUce.'} 
Wee will make her gannent honouraMe 
and wealthy. 

I Jfjhe he a d0$re.'} That is, if (hebave 
faithfuU Minifters, which as a door open 
^he way to Chrifl, that the people may 
goe in ahd out, and finid pafhirc in him : 
Wte^ wittincldfe her with hoards 0/ Cedar. 1 
Cedar is a timber that will neither rot,nor 
breed worms,and fo will endure d waics-, 
whence it was that the Heathen made 
their Simulachra demim^ Im^es of thdr 
gods of this Voodj to make them feemc 
eternall. Thefe Sifter-Ghurches then 
promife, that if their little Sifter of £- 
.gjft have atvy f^Atbfvill Mioiftcrs^ they 
/ ^ >«^ 
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will provide for their fafcty and peace, 
that they be not difcouragsd, nor diftiir- 
bed in their funftion. 

lama tPall^Mdmy breafisdlke towers :the» I Vcrfc 
fPos t in his eyes as one that found favour. 

The little (ifter of Bgjft rcfolveth her 
fifters, that- (he wants ikither Chriftian 
Magiftrates, nor faithful! Minifters •, {o 
full of wholefome Doffaine,- as that her | 
breads fwell like towers ; which yet (hec 
ac^nowledgeth to be a fingiilar mere v 
and^ favour of Chriftj and alcribeth aU 
hci: fibre to his ptaiftt : Thtri roas 1 as one 
ibat found faniom in his eyes. 

Solomon hild a vinejard in BaaUHa- vcrfc 
mtn : A phce To froitfiill , that for ex- 
cellency it was called the Lord of a mul- 
ticudc, or the owner of great encreafe. 
Hce let out the vineyard to keepers, who 
paid hin\ a great rent ^ even thoufahds 
for the fruit of it , and yet had a good 
portion, certainc hundreds for their own 
paines. 

My vineyard which is mine, is before me: \ Vcrfe 
thou (0 Solomon) muH have a thot$fand^ ind 
thofe that keefc^ the fruit thereof, two 
hundred. 

To wit, I let not out my vineyard to? I I 
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others, but I kq)t it my fclfe alwaics 
Solomon take his thoufands for his t 
of his vineyard, and the Reapers 1 
homlrcds -^ I will not fo doe^ buttak 
the paines to keep my vineyard, and 
all the gaines or the fruits thereof tc 
feHc. The meaning is, when Chrift 
gathered all thefe Churches of the J 
Aflfyrians, Egyptians, and neight 
Nations, he will then keep his Cfa 
with his mighty power^that neither 
ons, nor wilde Bores, nor Foxes 
ereafter root it up,or make havock 
as in time paft they have done : TJ 
exprefly foretold, and fliall come to ; 
after the deftru&ion o£ Le^/uthdn 
great Turke^. 

Thu that dfoelleji in the garden, 
compactions hearken to thy "voice ^ cauji 
heareit* 

Thou that dmllefi in the gardens. '^ 
Participle being of the Feminine gc 
(heweth thatit is the Church not C 
that is here fpokcn to, who is fa 
dwell in the garden •, to wit, in the ] 
cukr Churches, as the fea dwelk 
each particular Countrey fea ^ the 
man fej^ the Spanifh fea^ the Baltic! 
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&c . So the Catholick Church is divided 
into partfcukr Churches , or the Je wifli 
Mother Church dwelleth by her authori- 
ty and d|rc<aions in all other Churches. 

The comf anions hearkning to thy tvord (or 
voice) ^oiifeme to hear e it.'} So the words 
in the originall which implyeth either 
that Church would have the Mother 
Church of the Jews take care of all other 
Chriftian Churches, and give direiflions 
untQ thieni) and yet not as unto her hand- 
n^i^s^but as to her companions ^ or elfe 
if the words be read according to the 
tnanflation^ The companions hearken to thy 
"voice^ ca$^fe me to heare it : They imply, 
that aifter the calling of thefc Churches, 
this IhaU be their conftant eftate to the 
worlds end, as they fhall all 

Firft, embrace one another as compa- 
nions, not claiming Romifh Supremacy. 

Secondly^ hearken to the voice and di- 
redions of the Mother Church, (in Solo- 
lemons daies for wifedome to him.) 

Thirdly, continue in calling upon the 
Name of Chrift without dilfipationand 
interruption to the end. 

Make hajlcy my beloved, and be thou like to 
a Roe^or to a young Hart ufon the mountain of 
(pices. * "tVvsX 
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1<6 Gentiles rMCM^fffM the ^mescattiig.Qh.%. 

This is the prayer of all die Chur- 
ches; now that ail things dr^abcoinpVi- 
(hed, the which I*ix>phecs and Apoftlcs 
have fore-told, that Chrift would haften 
his laft comir^ as fwiftly and qiiicldy, as 
the fwifteft of the creaturesi m Mdc^^ «r 
yo$mg Harty to take thetn Up With him&lfe 
into the highctt Heavens of tlicMonn- 
taincs of fpiccs , where arie all Mannct 
of fpices, where are all niannet^ffwcct 
and fragrant and pleafant tfaifi^ , even 
fblnefTe of joy at Gods rig^'liani for 
evertaore. Thus ii theeriddf f 
lations^Ti&f Spirit mdthe Bn 
faithful! (bole faith in like ibAfe, €mt 
Lard ^tfusy come qnickh. 

The Ufe of this is,firft,td itachiis that 
the Nations of the Gendles (bdlnotbe 
caft off from the fcllowfl^^ - 6f the 
Church, when theJewcsafec2iHed,as 
the Jcwes were out of the Gnttfch, that 
the Gentiles might be grafted in ^ S but 
even after the? r calling,' new Churclws of 
the Gentiles fliall be broi^ht in 5 yea, 
their convcrfion fhall bring; from the 
dead into the vrorldiWiatfhalthe receiving 
ofthembe ^ but life from the dead? ycz^ the 
Gentiles ^Allbrin^htir ^Ut'^io /f, yea, the 
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ruifed Canaanite ihall not be excluded 
iom partaking in this bleffing '^. How 
much more may we hope then that thefe 
Churches of Chriftendome, which have 
fiiflfcred fo^ much with Chrift, and for 
lim, under the Dragon, the Beaft, and 
:he Turk, ihall partake with the glory of 
:hefc Churches of the Jcwes whfen the 
dme fhall come. 

Secondly, this doth teach us how to 
ittaine fellowfhip and holy familiarity 
tvith Chtift, even by faith, leaning upon 
him as our beloved ^ infidelity and 
doubting hinder our fweet communion 
pvith Ghrift, labour wee therefore to a- 
bandonitfromus. 

Thirdly, wee may here fee the duty of 
inferiour Magiftratcs what it is, even to 
fee that the Church be raifed up under 
:hem, how much more to countenance 
uidpibted it witlh their fhadow, and to 
:omfort it with the fruit of their fweet 
and wholefom lawcs and examples i 

Fourthly, this may fcrvc for tryall of 
the goodneiie of our attecaidns to Chrift j 
If wcthirft after his deep affcifiionto us, 
and continuall remembrance of us, if we 
labour to fubdue our fclves ami all ours 
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to him, if wcc jealoudy warrc again 
that which might impaire our lo^ 
him^ we bum up all our impedimci 
no afHidions can difcourage us from 
if no profpcrity call fhakc ourintir 
(ires after him, wc arc then well aff 
to him as this Church is : If we dcf 
liave fuch deep place in Chrifts he: 
is a plain figneChrift hath a deep 
incur hearts. 

life ^. Fifthly^this may fhew us a mcanes 

to confumeall bale and kitchin4ove 
lufts in us, fet upon thefe fenfuall wa 
things ; grow up in this fpirituaU lo 
Chrift, and it will fwallowiq) and • 
fume thefe Icfler fires ; the greater 
will extinguifli the lefler, as the Sue 
put out the kitchin fire 5 fo this ftronj 
of Chrifts love in us will burn up^an 
out all luft in us. 

ufe s. Sixthly , this may comfort the 

Church and children of God, in 
ranee of their pcrfeverance : if our lo 
him be fo unchangeable, that many 
ters of afflidHons cannot quench it. 
floods of temptations drown it^ if 
fo ftrong as death, that it will devoi 
I before k,VvQw m\\0ci\xNot^\s>V5slo 
jus. ^^^ 



Scvenihlv, this lets us fee that the 
i^hurchos tnat are well eftabliihed them- 
•Ivcs^/tauftnot contemne their weake 
ei^hbbur-Churches, but take care, and 
fc aU good meanes for their efhblifh- 
lent arid ^growth : How farre (hould 
reater: .Churches be from cutting o£P 
le breafts 5 or breakmg dowtae the 
rails of their fmall neighbour Chui^- 
tiies i': . - 

Eighthly^ ^ this may teach Mif^iftrates 
> be. as walls to keep out all cmbrder, 
and up^ a wall if there come in difor^ 
ers^ftand fo high that they cannbt come 
vcr i if any would goe a begging, keepe 
ion in,Y reftraine beggery, icS^nefie, 
ouikdiaiKfies^ whordome, and profane** 
^ffe^aU evill courfes^ be as a wall^whcre-; 
:i to feare a. filver Palace for ever^ 
hereon to lay the frame of a good mo- 
M, courfe, or order, to be taken for the 
ablick goods any good motion made^^ 
: to. be made, is as a wall to divide c^* 
Lially to^ men their right. 

Ninthly, this may teach. MinM^rs to 
? i as'doores to open a wide entdhce 
^r the people to come to * Chrift $ 
3t a$ thofe Scribes, .and Phan&es, 
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which Chrift compbincs of % wt 
neither enter in themfclves, gar.wcr 
fufifer others : foch are raihecPort^ 
lifts, yea, gates of Hell* i :: 

Tenthly, this may lecusfeejthcd 
bfMagiftiates; ifMinifters bedoore 
ihoim be their care to hcmnie xbea 
with boards of Cedar , to ptovidc 
their iecurity : it is the duty or every 1 
giftrate and member to hemmcthcni 
that no enemy may be able to opp 
them',biit that thqr siay be without k 
amdaig them, as it is % Sec that Tmtk 
frithmtftare among !fM. 
EicVcnthly^this mavlet usfce^ Chm 
qijoving a faithfiill M iniAeiyy: isiQd 
'Chriftian Magiftnuiy, enjoyeifa.ar%ec 
&vour'&om Chrift. 

TweifiWy, this lets ns fccwhtf gi 
care iChrift will one day have of 
Ghurchi thoughJUyons^ Dragfons^: 
Bcares teve brokajjin upon the Cm 
tod^eiirek ^ and bdidesmai^'Fo 
have fought tofubvertic, anidtocut 
fiftewa of it afonder^ yet whA' C\ 
fliallitafce the government of it inw 
IjUttu&i there mall: be no enemy toe 
violence to it: When the mcxt Li, 
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ips ivrntM^ mjireu vj an awmt. 
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lU be punifliol, even Leviahm 
loked Serpent , and the Dragon 
in rile fca Oiall be flainc } In tba 
ftam^ her, 4 wncfvd tf nem nme j 
: \jasA will keep it, he will water 
motnent, lef^ aiiy hurt it, he ndU 
n^t and day s, yoj Chrift will 
' Irk his Charcntromall opfUxT- 
d give free p4£^P to all hts drdi- 

iUy,this ferves to teach us all what 
1 we ihould have to cjie coming of 
:o Judgement, to dcfire him to be 
ocor ajoungBartHfon the mtuntams 
; to Me lis itp ®to the hmhcft 
;, \yjicre are all gunner of Iwcct 
v^ri and plea^i^t|ii(^s, ryfti 

MtbfalL^Sip^fc^f Chrift doe 
y dt;fiire hi8^,<^ng to Judge- 
>ut Harlof^ <Wto^ pat off his co- 
K chafte wiftiand a loyall Spoufe 
bcr husbans-^ fend no more Ict- 
t to haftcn hiS returne, and come 
but ^ad<u wpuU have her hus- 
comiAg BeWMd |. ftithcy whofc 
u:e a whoring after the world, nei- 
firc Chrifts coming, not love his 
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Ufe ij. 



15< ChnftcommgitcfredbjUtSfK^, C 

appealing. That wemaythcrefbttf 
and approve our j[elves to be' the 
Spomcs of Chrift, deliie his tnfiy 
ming, and fay^ as il^f/. ao.20. £i 
r«w Lerd fefiu, ceme qmeilj , oif 
T£e £«ri ifff-it tte gMdwtrk tiidjra 
g/ue in tm huns, fur ^fm Chtifii 
xjtmat. AUu wh pd live when Sti 
(£»> Numb.24,a}. 
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